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Q. What’s it like to be 200 years old?
It’s very pleasant. The celebrations have been fun. I guess you’d say I don’t feel
200 years old! I’m eager for more.
Q. But don’t your joints ache in the mornings?
You just have to stay active. Vacation Bible School, June 2-5; the Butterfly Release
on Pentecost, June 9th; an Intergenerational Sunday School Class all summer—
this stuff keeps you young.
Q. What’s your earliest memory?
Well, let’s see… I remember that two tavern-owning brothers George and Robert
Moore, offered land for the first Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green. The boys
served their customers various liquid spirits, but also found a way to serve the Holy
Spirit. The land for the earliest church structure was in the Pioneer Cemetery.
I remember The Reverend Joseph Lapsley. I remember 27 people, including two
slaves, deciding to join the new church in the cemetery after hearing Lapsley
preach.
Q. Taverns offer hospitality. A cemetery is a peaceful place. But the
connection to a church seems odd. Don’t you agree?
The church that is true to Jesus Christ is always interested in redemption. I am
glad for my humble beginnings. I’m glad that, over the years, many people have
received spiritual refreshment in The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green. I’m
glad for the evidence of God’s power shown in the resurrection of Jesus, and I’m
glad The Presbyterian Church could come out of a graveyard. It all seems pretty
doggone appropriate.
I should mention that, early on, there was a girl’s school associated with the church.
This was an early opportunity for women. Also the church in its current site was
used as a hospital during the Civil War. More recently, members of the church were
instrumental in creating the international clean water ministry called Living Waters
for the World. We’ve always been engaged by the opportunity to help, and heal,
and transform lives.
Q. What gives with being called “The” Presbyterian Church?
There have been other Presbyterian Churches in Bowling Green. I was the earliest,
and was once known as the First Presbyterian Church. But there were also, at one
time or another, a Second Presbyterian Church, an Eleventh Street Presbyterian
Church, and a Westminster Presbyterian Church. As these congregations
combined, it seemed wise to call myself “The” Presbyterian Church, since all
those other names had already been taken.
Q. Very few living things make it past 200 years. Plans?
I prefer to say that this has just been a 200-year-long running start! People still
need kindness and hospitality. They still need renewal and peace. People still
need others to stand with them, and pray for them. People need to drawn
strength from the mutual support The Presbyterian Church offers.
Q. Thanks for this interview. Anything else?
Know you are loved.
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Christian Education
SUMMER IS UPON US! Our schedule shifts, but doesn’t stop! Be sure to join us for these activities:
Vacation Bible School is June 2-5 at Christ Episcopal Church.
Children’s Registration is closed, however we will take walk ins IF
we have space (cannot guarantee). We meet 5:30-8:00pm each
night, beginning with dinner for children and volunteers. Our Theme
is Who Is My Neighbor? Learning to Love Like Jesus. Each night
we will enjoy a visit from a different local mission partner who will
help us understand what they do and why our support is important.
Sunday is the Humane Society, Monday is Habitat for Humanity,
Tuesday is Mobile Grocer, and Wednesday is HOTEL, INC.
VBS MISSION – we are collecting gently used children’s books for HOTEL, INC., and items from the
Humane Society wish list (see the list included in Mission announcements – you can also find the list
here: http://www.bgshelterpets.com/wish-list.html ). We are collecting at VBS and also here at
church. Put your donation in the basket outside the office through June 9.
Join Us for Our VBS Celebration! Sunday June 9 during worship. We’ll sing and share a bit of
our week together.
The Christian Thought Class will be spending June watching and discussing ‘Mine Eyes Have
Seen the Glory,’ an exploration of Evangelical Christianity in the U.S. Originally a PBS special, the
videos will help participants understand evangelical history and how we got where we are today.
Dr. Glenn Kirkconnell will be leading. Join them at 9:30 each week in the Conference Room.
Summer Sunday School begins July 7 (our regular schedule
continues through June, although some of our children’s classes
may combine in June). Our theme is Our Church Then, Today and
Tomorrow. We continue our Anniversary Celebration with
activities designed to help us celebrate our past, present and future.
Join us each Sunday! 9:15am begins breakfast serving (help is
needed with hospitality - sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast1
Please consider bringing one or two items over the course of the
summer. We often host our homeless friends, so we want to be sure
of abundant hospitality. We meet each Sunday except August 11, which is Pig Pickin.
On September 1 (Labor Day weekend) we will gather to work on group mission projects.
Future Dates to Note:
Rally Day is September 8. Breakfast, displays, fellowship, fun kick off to a new year!
Habitat Luncheon and Auction – September 22
Fall Craft Week – September 29-October 4
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Missions
Our Next 3 Cents a Meal Collection will be Sunday June
30th during worship. Our children and youth will come around
with the cans to collect your coins, bills and checks. One third
of our gifts stay to support our Food Pantry and the remainder
goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, which addresses
the root causes of hunger. We are grateful for your generosity (one quarter of giving is $8.10 per
person, but we appreciate ALL gifts).
Our Next Habitat Build is Saturday June 8, 7:45-3:00pm, 1123 Regis
O’Connor Blvd. Susan Thomison is seeking volunteers (age 16 and up).
Contact her at susan.thomison1@gmail.com. Help is needed with building
and also assembling sack lunches for 30 volunteers.
Our Food Pantry is a busy place! We are giving out around 100 bags
per month. We have been gifted with much from the recent Letter Carrier
Drive, but we still need some basics – Peanut Butter (18oz size max – we
CANNOT give out the big jars as they are too heavy), saltines, Apples (fresh), Potatoes (fresh), dry
beans, white rice. Items may be placed in the marked drawers under the stairs. And Thank you!
Vacation Bible School Mission Collection is something ALL of us can do!
We are highlighting local ministries we support and will be collecting specific
items for two – The Humane Society and HOTEL, INC. For HOTEL, INC
we need gently used children’s books. For the Humane Society: laundry
detergent, bleach, and hand sanitizer (these are items they ALWAYS need).
Other items they love to have: canned cat food (NO hard cat or dog food)
Puppy and Kitten Formula, Snack size zip lock bags, Sharpie markers, Scotch
tape, Sticky notes, Letter size envelopes, Cat treats, Critter food (hamster,
rabbit bird etc), Toys for dogs, cats, and critters, Toilet paper. Items may be
placed in the basket outside the office until June 9.
Buck in A Basket for June will offset our Butterfly Release. This event costs a bit over $200,
which is not budgeted, so we appreciate your support! In July we will be collecting for an additional
round table for Fellowship Hall, as well as a rack to store them in when not needed. Having our
additional round tables this year has been a wonderful gift to our fellowship together. The only
Sunday we will NOT collect Buck in a Basket is June 9, Pentecost, when we collect our Pentecost
offering.
On June 9 we will collect the Pentecost Offering. 40% of this offering, which
supports children at risk and youth and young adults, stays here at TPC. We
have traditionally used this money to help Uspiritus/Bellewood with their work
with Foster Care. This is one of four special offerings of the PC(U.S.A.). Our
gifts help ensure that our children, youth and young adults continue to grow in
faith through the love we can show. Envelopes will be in the bulletins on June
9, and you may give at any time by putting ‘Pentecost Offering’ in the memo
line of your check. THANK YOU for your generosity.
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Church and Community
Join Us for a Great Week! Our house is ready (sleeps 9) and the
Conference Registration is open! Come to the mountains for a week of
crafting and fellowship (or just relaxing and exploring the area). Fall Craft
Week is featured and you can learn (or expand your skills) pottery, stained
glass, photography, creative writing, metalworking (jewelry), and more.
Click here for more information: https://montreat.org/events/fall-craft-week.
Leslee Kirkconnell is your hostess for the week at our house, let her
know you want to join us so your room will be reserved (we have 4 beds
available). Email her with questions.
AUGUST 11 is our Annual Picnic – Pig Pickin’ and Montreat worship at the Beard
Pavilion. Details are in process, but plan to join us AND WEAR YOUR ANNIVERSARY TEE SHIRT! Didn’t get one? Check with Margaret Stein about ordering. This
annual potluck is much fun with great worship from our youth who attended Montreat
(Middle School Conference). Watch for information about what you should plan to
bring, times and more.
Summer Sunday School includes breakfast hospitality. Please consider signing up to bring one item to help us have abundant hospitality for all who attend – which usually includes our homeless friends. Click here - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49breakfast1 Many items can be dropped off during the week-just label and leave in the kitchen (fridge
as required).
I SCREAM, YOU SCREAM-WE ALL NEED ICE CREAM! Saturday July 13,
join us for our third annual GAME NIGHT AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL!
Beginning around 4pm we’ll gather to play games, enjoy appetizers
and make decadent ice cream sundaes. Homemade Ice Cream
provided, bring an appetizer to share (these will be our dinner)
and a favorite Ice cream topping/accompaniment. And any
games you wish to play. We’ll have a variety of games for all ages,
including preschool. Come when you can, leave when you must!
See Leslee or Glenn Kirkconnell with questions!
Summer is Fun! Join us for the Summer Concerts in the
Park, every Friday evening beginning June 21, 7:00-9:00pm at
Circus Square Park. The concert schedule is available here:
https://www.downtownbg.org/bbt-concerts-in-the-park/. Wear your
Anniversary Tee Shirt and let the community know we’re here,
we’re proud of our heritage and we welcome ALL to join us! Concerts are every Friday night through
August 30. Bring your dinner or enjoy food from the Food Trucks that are available.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
To Linda Stewart in the death of her brother-in-law Joe Stewart
To Matt Hunt in the death of his grandfather Kelly Hunt
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Session Report
Our church continues to see progress in our 200 th anniversary year! Our attendance
numbers are higher this year and I am happy to share that our giving is slightly ahead of our
budgeted projections. That is a good place to enter our summer church life.
As always a lot is going on, our youth are about to wrap up activities and begin trips. David
Clarke has continued to do an excellent job and the goals that our Youth Council with David
have outlined are forward thinking and impressive. All makes for a solid foundation for the
growing of our youth program; something I know all of us desire. So continue to keep this
important ministry in your prayers.
Our staff is doing their usual great job and be sure and thank them as you see them.
Matthew, Leslee, Tom, Cheryl all are essential to church life and make it seem so easy that
we can tend to forget the deliberate work that each are doing.
Linda and I were excited to share this past Sunday with Matthew and Ann as he preached at
the Wee Kirk Presbyterian Church in Linville, NC. Ann and Matthew were married in Linville
and if you have never visited please add it to your list of spots to see and experience. The
call to service began about 8:55 am with bag piper on the lawn of the church. Now there’s a
call to service for sure! It was a wonderful experience and a joy to see that this small church
makes it a part of their mission to attend to minsters in the summer and give each that visit a
week of time in the mountains. It made me proud of them and was a further reminder to me
that we, the church, are responsible for the care of those who serve us. We do a good job but
still a nice reminder of our opportunity to serve and care for them.
I encourage you to continue to pray for our church and staff and for one another. I am
convinced that it is through those prayers that we have celebrated 200 years and is what will
move us forward in service to our Lord.
God Bless.
-Tim Leigh, Clerk of Session

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt
Hunt, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Stuart Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David
Thomison.
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey
Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, Tom MacMillin, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse,
Susan Thomison, and Debbie Trickey.
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...More historical notes for the
year of our 200th anniversary

-Taken from the
Presbyterian Women’s
Cookbook
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Presbyterian Women
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Financial Report
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Youth Group
CITY SIGHTS CITY LIGHTS - our Middle school mission trip will be taking place July 9-11.
Registration is now available, and if you have any youth (rising 6th through rising 9th grade)
interested speak to David Clarke and get more information.
Our Youth SUMMER EVENTS will be kicking off in June, ranging from planned day trips to
coffee shop hangouts. Some of these will be planned and some will be impromptu on-theday planning. A calendar is now available; speak to David Clarke for more information.
JUNE 18th-28 David will be heading back to Northern Ireland for some time to visit family
and attend a friend’s wedding. His phone will be unavailable to contact him, but he will have
email to respond if the need arises.
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June Birthdays
June 2
Heather Murphy
Linda Stewart
June 3
Connie DeVries
June 5
Timothy Mauldin
June 6
Marcheta White
June 7
Martha Sue Williams
June 8
Ruben Flynn
June 9
John Gramling
June 10
Julie Barrick
Bettye Brown
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June 12
Rett English
Beulah Hunt
June 14
Patti Mauldin
June 15
Mike Brown
Lisa Evans
June 16
Marie Mauldin
JAK Njoku
June 18
Lucy English
June 19
Vivien Seidler
June 20
Melissa Johnson

June 22
Eli Algie
Nancy Carwell
John Trickey
June 23
Nancy Moore
June 24
Grant Burkeen
Abbey Jefferies
June 25
Ashley Christopher
Marleen Flynn
Connor Moore
June 26
Julie Chapman
Adam Watson
June 27
Leslee Kirkconnell
Jim Skaggs
June 29
Liza Ahrendt
Henry Hulan
Nate Stein
Margaret Watkins
June 30
Laura Mullins

June Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

8:30am Fellowship 11:00am Circle 3
9:30am Sunday
5:00pm Bible
School
Study
10:30am Worship
5:30pm VBS
5:30pm VBS

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons
5:30pm VBS

9

10

5

12

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Sunny 16
Camera Club
7:00pm Eve. Circle

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

16

18

19

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:15pm Chairs mtg.
7:00pm Session

23

25

24

8:30am Fellowship
5:00pm Bible
9:30am Sunday
School
Study
10:30am Worship
11:30am Missions 5:00pm
Uspiritus

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

8

5:30pm VBS
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

11

17

7

Habitat
Build day

8:30am Fellowship 5:00pm Bible
9:30am Sunday
Study
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Butterfly
Release & Potluck

8:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
5:00pm Bible
10:30am Worship
Study

6

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

26

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

30
8:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
June 15 is the deadline for the July 2019
newsletter. Please send your information to the
church office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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