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People who study organizational dynamics know that, after a big success, it is important to
watch out for an organizational slump. Great energy is expended in achieving something,
so it is natural to relax after the achievement. Relaxation is good, but it isn’t very inspiring;
hence, the slump.
Our church hit a couple of big highs in April. The congregation turned 200 years old, and we
celebrated Easter. Inspiration was sprouting like spring flowers. Excitement was high. Lots
of people invested themselves fully in planning, preparing, and celebrating. We had a great
time. So: now what?
Now is the right time to lean on our mission statement: Sharing the Vitality of Christ, Loving,
Serving, Welcoming All. Keeping up with the aspirations in that statement gives us a lot to
do. It makes me eager for a big May, following our big April.
Do you want to have a big May, spiritually?
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Commit yourself to your prayer life. Consider carefully what you want to accomplish, or say,
or feel; and then offer those desires to Almighty God. You will find that your hours and days
are surrounded with divine guidance and support. God won’t let you down.
Commit yourself to your church attendance. The excitement we’ve all felt recently is still
there. Worship is a re-charge. Worship is a connection to God. Worship is an experience of
quiet and reflection. There is very little else in our lives that can project peace and hope as
thoroughly as worship. And, the choir’s always good.
Commit yourself to giving. A church that is moving forward into its next 200 years needs
your support.
Commit yourself to joy. Why not? God has give us many blessings. Our lives, and our faces,
can reflect our gratitude.
Commit yourself to one another. Think of how remarkable it is, that God has assembled the
particular people who populate your church and your life! If the folks around us are a gift,
we can treat them with warmth and love.
Commit yourself to the next hill we will be climbing together. Increasingly, I am convinced
that God is inviting us to reach people beyond the corner of real estate (10 th and State)
where our church building sits. These are challenging times for people. Folks are troubled in
ways we can’t immediately see. But the church has something to offer. Think with me about
expressions of compassion, words of encouragement, acts of kindness, and the offering of
hope that is ours to share. This is what the world needs right now. How can we be the
delivery system?
Don’t slump. If you can’t hit the ground running, lean on someone else. If inspiration is
running low, take a deep breath. God is there. We’re all in this together.
And know you are loved.
Matthew
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Christian Education
Vacation Bible School is June 2-5, 5:30-8:00pm at Christ Episcopal
Church. Volunteers are needed! Visit our website or click
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-whoismy
We need both adults and youth volunteers (rising 6th grade and up).
Our theme is ‘Who Is My Neighbor?’ and we will be learning in particular
about ways we can be good neighbors here in Bowling Green. Each night
we will hear about a different mission group we support – the Humane
Society, Habitat for Humanity, Mobile Grocer and HOTEL, INC. We will
be collecting specific items as our mission offering – check our website VBS page for details.
Children’s Registration is available for VBS.
https://www.cecbg.com/vbs2019
All children who will be 3 years by July 31 through rising
5th Grade are eligible and welcome. We begin each night at
5:30pm with dinner, then gather in Moore Hall for singing and
prayer, then move to different stations – mission, Bible,
Recreation, crafts – finally gathering for final worship in Moore Hall. Invite your friends,
neighbors, grandchildren etc. Space is limited so register soon!

Sunday School Continues its current schedule until June 30. In July and August we
gather in Fellowship Hall for our All-Together time. The Christian Education Ministry is
currently working on plans that will continue our year of Anniversary Celebration, among
other things. Breakfast is served each week beginning at 9:15am. Sign up here to help:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-breakfast1
VBS Craft Needs: each year we try to engage the children and youth in activities that
use recycled or other materials that can be donated. This year, with our emphasis on
helping our neighbors, is no different! We need donations of fleece – larger pieces preferred,
empty plastic water bottles (16oz)-remove the caps, narrow/medium width ribbon (1/2 inch
max) any color/pattern; old tee shirts, sweatshirts, sweaters, gallon Ziploc bags. There is a
basket outside the office for your donations. Many of our
crafts this year will be made to be given to our four agencies
(although generally we hope to have enough supplies for the
children to make one to give away and one to keep). All
items needed by May 30.
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Missions
Many thanks for your generosity for our March 31
3-Cents a Meal collection. $486.91. That means $162.30
directly benefits our Food Pantry. The need for food bags
has been steady for many months, so this support
means we are able to continue to help those who come
through our doors. Our next worship collection will be Sunday June 30.
Buck in a Basket for May will help our Evangelism and Outreach
Committee prepare a mailing to our community inviting them to come be part
of the wonderful ministry we have. With the residential building going on
downtown, this may be the most effective way to begin to reach our
new neighbors to invite their participation. Thank you for your continued
generosity.
The Habitat for Humanity Build is scheduled for
SATURDAY JUNE 8. Time: 7:45 AM to 3 PM
Address: 1123 Regis O'Connor BLVD (GPS: 517 West 12th Avenue
and turn left; the house is the first on the left on that street.)
Would you like to assist in building? Could you (and a friend) prepare
sack lunches for 30 workers? Since our build date is a few weeks away
it is difficult to plan exactly what we will be doing on June 8. Right now
Habitat is framing up the second house and working on the interior of the first. Work weeks
from now may include framing up the other houses, working on siding, painting interior or
exterior, flooring, or roofing. Susan Thomison is coordinating.
Our Saturday Meals date will be on May 18th. We seeking volunteers who can help
with deliveries, and the setup, etc. If you would like to help, please contact Judy Clark
at Judy068clark@outlook.com.

YOU CAN HELP WITH VBS! And you won’t have to come
to Christ Episcopal Church (although we do want our wonderful
volunteers!). Our mission focus will be helping our children learn
about some key ministries we participate in here in Bowling
Green – Habitat for Humanity, the Humane Society, Mobile Grocer and HOTEL, INC. We are collecting gently used children’s
books for HOTEL (of course, new are welcome also, but not
necessary). We are also collecting items for the Humane Society – Cleaning Supplies, food, treats (please make sure any food
items have not expired!), etc. (visit their website to see the full
list). We will collect items until Sunday, June 9, when we have our
VBS Celebration in worship here. Bring to the specially marked
bin outside the office, and we’ll make sure they get delivered.
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Church and Community
Our Third Annual Butterfly Release will be SUNDAY JUNE 9 following
worship. Join us in the Courtyard as we celebrate the gift of the spirit by
releasing butterflies. (June’s Buck in a Basket will be to support this effort)
Following our Butterfly Release, we will gather in Fellowship Hall
for a Potluck Luncheon! Please bring a main dish or a side dish/
salad. DESSERT will be provided! Good food, good fellowship,
celebrate the birthday of the church/gift of the Holy Spirit!
Montreat in the Fall! Join us for a week of re-creating and relaxing
at Presbyterian Heaven! Join us for Fall Craft Week in Montreat!
September 28-October 4. You can come and attend the conference and
be creative and artsy in ways you might not imagine, or come and relax
in a beautiful setting. We will rent a house, share costs of housing and
meals and enjoy wonderful fellowship. Our housing will sleep 11, and
the more who come, the lower the per person cost. Leslee Kirkconnell
will be leading, and is your chief cook and bottle washer for the week. Registration for
the conference will open in early summer, with early bird rates ending around mid-August.
Join us!
Sunday Mornings we enjoy coffee and light breakfast treats beginning at 8:30am in
Fellowship Hall. Consider bringing something to share – fruit, donuts, leftover birthday cake,
etc. We always have milk and cereal (as our homeless friends sometimes visit), but welcome
other
donations. Join us for casual conversation!
Mark the date! Sunday August 11 is Pig Pickin’! Many more details as
we get closer, but mark it down now. 10:00am-1:00pm.
EVERYONE NEEDS ICE CREAM! Join us Saturday July 13 for our third
annual Ice Cream Social and Game Night! 4:00pm – 9:00ish, Fellowship Hall. Bring an appetizer/dish for sharing (dinner) and a favorite Ice Cream topping (homemade Ice cream provided!). All ages, come when you can, leave when you must. Games, fellowship, food, fun.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
To Kathy Higgins and her family in the death of Fred Higgins
To Cheryl Gregory in the death of her mother Donna Shaffer
To Nancy Carwell in the death of her brother
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Session Report
Since the beginning of this year your Session has been engaged in reviewing the place our
church has in our community ministry and how, even after 200 years, we can always keep a
fresh look and approach to our ministry efforts.
Matthew Covington has been guiding us through a series of devotionals focusing on who we
are as people of faith, and how that intersects with our work as a Session and Church. What
does it mean to be a Christian, Who is Jesus, and how the community we minister too may
see the answers to those questions, all with the aim of helping us to be better in our own
personal walk... but further how to assist in focusing the ministry of the church to that end
as well.

Your clerk has been missing the deadlines for this newsletter so please accept my apologies.
We have just concluded a grand celebration haven’t we! A special thanks to Susan
Thomison, Margaret Stein, and Mary Evans for their work to make the special day as well as
all of the year’s events extra meaningful for us all. J. Herbert Nelson’s message to us on
Sunday should not soon be forgotten, and his urging to celebrate- but not too long, should be
taken to heart and encourage us to move ahead for Christ in our community.
Our church finances our doing well; we are somewhat behind in our giving but we have faith
that this will make up in time, and we encourage you to join with us as we prayerfully give
back to the ministry of God’s work at this church.

Our Personnel Ministry crafted a policy to govern our Social Media, and we commend them
for managing this thoughtful policy. The need for recognizing the privacy of one another is
made all the more important when it comes to social media, and you can expect to hear and
see more about this policy. It is an intentional effort to think about our churches’ use of social
media and be sure that we are mindful of both privacy and safety considerations in its use.
And as in all things, we do we pray it is used to the Glory of our Lord.
We have summer upon us soon and with that comes our annual Pig Pickin’. Mark your
calendars for August 11, and get ready for what has proven to be the fellowship party of the
year! It is good to be together, and worship together, and do ministry together. God bless
you in your work and walk!

-Tim Leigh, Clerk of Session

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt
Hunt, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Stuart Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David
Thomison.
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey
Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, Tom MacMillin, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse,
Susan Thomison, and Debbie Trickey.
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La Gala was a great venue for this
event. The food was delicious and
the staff was outstanding meeting
our needs. If you are planning an
event be sure to give them a call.
They were very generous to our
church with time and resources.

Over 280 people attended the 200th Dinner and Celebration on April 14, 2019 at La Gala
on Circus Square. Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, PCUSA Stated Clerk, addressed the guests
with a message that lifted our souls and reminded us of our ministry of being present. Dr.
Covington hosted us throughout the evening of music, food, and fellowship.
Many had great words to describe the event:
“This was like an old fashioned homecoming!”
“The food was delicious…..especially the cake!”
“I love my church family, and I love this celebration.”
“It is so good to see everyone and to see so many come home to celebrate
our anniversary. “
If you were not able to attend, please drop by the office for a book written by Mary Lucas
and Judy Whitson. The book has a condensed history of the church and many memories
submitted by members. It’s a great keepsake.
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A letter to the congregation, received on the occasion of our 200th Anniversary:

Continued next page
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Continued from pg. 6
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Financial Report

Financial Summary
Year to Date March
$300,000

Budget

$271,105 $276,888

2019

$250,000

$200,000

$173,948 $166,141

$150,000
$100,000
$50,000
$0

Receipts

Expenses

Youth Group
May 5th is our Taco Bar Youth Fundraiser! Please come
for some food and fellowship; you will be helping to
fundraise for our youth summer trips. If you would like
to donate food, sign up here or speak to David Clarke:
https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=VAQX7765&v=6ecc47c647
This year our youth Graduate Sunday will take place on May 12th. Come along and join us as we
celebrate our Youth members who are graduating. This service will be planned by the Youth so we
hope you can come join us, and appreciate all the hard work they have put in to planning the
service. Also-- If you have a graduate in the family please send their information to David Clarke as
soon as possible. (Cheryl will be on vacation in May and all bulletin info will be printed early!)
May 19th will be our Youth end-of-year party. It will be a fun way to end the year— bring your
youth and family along for food and fellowship. We will also use this time to plan ahead for some of
the summer activities that will be happening. Speak to David Clarke for more information.
City Sights City Lights Our Middle school mission trip will be taking place July 9-11, and registration is now available. If you have any youth (rising 6th through rising 9th grade) interested speak to David Clarke and get more information.
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May Birthdays
May 1
John Tower
May 2
Matthew Gentry
Mark Patton
Sarah Beth Shepherd
May 3
Jamie Whitaker
May 4
Delores Iverson
May 5
Emma Elliott
Vera Gramling
Barbara Howell
May 6
June Rose Garrott
Fred Trickey
May 7
David Sears
May 8
Lynne Atkerson
Gilbert Calhoun
May 9
Kenneth Crocker
May 11
Lynda Johnson
May 12
Addisyn Jackson
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May 13
Randy Elliott
Caroline Hudson
B.J. Jordan
May 14
Steve Moore
May 16
John Perkins, Jr.
May 18
John Kernohan
Cathy Reynolds
May 19
Mandane Ennis
Drew Ellington
May 20
Robert Byrd
Alicia Carmichael
Gemma Webb
May 22
Caleb Johnson
Emma Simpson

May 24
Eric Bigler
May 25
Caroline Atkerson
Hart Carwell
May 26
Kathleen Gildersleeve
Pamela Napier
May 27
Mary Clemons
Peyton White
May 28
Matthew Byrd
Willie Byrd
May 30
Karen Watson

May Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

7

Wed

Thu

1

2

9:00am POPS
10:00am Circle 6
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

9:00am POPS

8

Fri

3

4

9

10

11

17

18

5

6

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

11:00am Circle 3 11:00am Special
Care
5:00pm Bible
2:00pm Staff
Study
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

9:15am Wed.
Morning Circle
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

12

Grad. Sunday
8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
9:45am Sunday Circle
10:30am Worship

13

15

16

5:00pm Bible
10:00am Presbytery
Mtg. here
Study
11:30am Circle 9
11:00am Special
Care
7:00pm Sunny 16
Camera Club
7:00pm Eve. Circle

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

5:00pm
Landmark
Assoc. mtg

19

20

21

22

23

24

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
2:00pm PLC event
‘til 5pm
5:30pm Youth Group
event

5:00pm Bible
Study

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:15pm Chairs mtg.
7:00pm Session

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

26

27

28

29

30

31

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Missions

Memorial Day
Office closed

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

14

Sat

Saturday
Meals

25

5:00pm
Uspiritus

5:00pm
Gallery Hop
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
May 15 is the deadline for the June 2019
newsletter. Please send your information to the
church office at info@bgpres.org
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www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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