
 

 
You didn’t receive a spirit of slavery to lead you back again into fear, but you received a 

Spirit that shows you are adopted as his children. With this Spirit, we cry, “Abba, Father.” 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
May 9, 2021 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                                        Pastorale                            Christopher Tambling 
                                             “His goodness shall follow me always.” 
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 

     The Lord knows us, as a loving parent knows her dear child. 

     O Lord, you have searched me and known me!  

Jesus taught us to call God Abba, father. 

By the generous mercy of God we call out, and we are heard. 

Belonging to God in this way, we put away fear, 

And grasp what is good, true, and hopeful. 

We are the children of God. 

Adopted sons and daughters, and heirs with Christ of God’s glories. 
 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
 

Hymn 401                                        Here in This Place                                 GATHER US IN 
                                                    First and Second Verses 
 

Here in this place the new light is streaming; now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken; we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery. We are the old who yearn for your face. 

We have been sung throughout all of history, called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty; gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

give us a heart so meek and so lowly; give us the courage to enter the song. 

The Holy Spirit 

leads us into a deep 

belonging. The 

Apostle Paul says 

we are children of 

God, and fellow 

heirs with Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweet and holy 

friends, welcome 

here! 
 

All of who you are, 

welcome here! 
 

Faithful, loving 

God, welcome here! 
 

Welcome here! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                    Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison)  
 

Gracious and loving God, Abba and Immah, you offer us a tender love, but we turn away.  

You would bless us, but we resist. You offer us adoption, but we want independence.  

You would have your children be generous and kind, but we are disobedient and demanding.  

Forgive us, we pray. Help us to reshape our lives, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Declaration of Good News                         

 

Gloria Patri                                                                                 

 

Passing of the Peace      
                              By words and gesture, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                     Leslee Kirkconnell 

      

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

First Reading  (Responsive)                        Galatians 4:1-7    

Children who are under age are no better off than slaves, even though everything their 

parents own will someday be theirs. So long as an heir is a child, though they are 

destined to be master of everything, they are, in practice, no different from a servant. 

This is because children are placed in the care of guardians and teachers until the time their 

parents have set. That is how it was with us. While we were “children” we lived under 

the authority of basic moral principles. We were like children ruled by the powers of 

this world. But when the proper time came God sent his son, born of a human mother 

and born under the jurisdiction of the Law, that he might redeem those who were 

under the authority of the Law. God’ son obeyed the Law, so he could set us free from 

the Law, and we could become God’s children. Now that we are his children, God has 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts. And his Spirit tells us that God is our 

Father. We cry “Father, dear Father” You are no longer slaves. You are God’s children, 

and you will be given what he has promised.  
 

Anthem                                    Sing to the Lord a New Song                       Stephen Lawrence                    

                   

Second Reading                                                     Romans 8:11-17 

 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells  

in you. So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to         

the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put           

to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!”  it is that very Spirit 

bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs,              

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may             

also be glorified with him. 
 

Second in a Series on Romans 8 

Sermon                                              Adoption                                      Matthew Covington 

 

The 16th century 

reformer, Martin 

Luther wrote, 

“[Romans] is the 

true masterpiece of 

the New Testament, 

and the very purest 

Gospel… which a 

Christian should not 

only learn by heart, 

word for word, but 

also should deal with 

it as the daily bread 

of [the] soul… the 

more it is handled 
the more precious  

it becomes, and the 

better it tastes.” 

 

Abba is an 

affectionate word 

for father, in the 

Aramaic language. 

Similarly, Immah is 

what a child calls 

her mother. 

 

“How often would I 

have gathered your 

children together as 

a hen gathers her 

brood under her 

wings, and you 

would not!” 
Matthew 23:37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Apostle Paul 

develops his idea 

that believers 

in Christ are 

Children of God. 



 

Responding to the Word 
 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
 

Family Request: In Honor of Carol Wedge 
 

Response Hymn 649       Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound         AMAZING GRACE 
Verses One, Two, and Three 

 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 
 

‘Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear, and Grace, my fears relieved. 

How precious did that Grace appear the hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come. 

’Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far, and Grace will lead me home. 
 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                        A Declaration of Faith (5.3) 

The Spirit enables people to become believers. The Spirit enabled people of all races, 

classes, and nations to accept the good news of what God had done in Christ, repent of 

their sins, and enter the community of faith. We testify that today this same Holy Spirit 

makes us able to respond in faith to the gospel and leads us into the Christian 

community. The Spirit brings us out of death into life, out of separation into fellowship. 

The Spirit makes us aware of our sinfulness and need, moves us to abandon our old 

way of life, persuades us to trust in Christ and adopt his way. In all these things we are 

responsible for our decisions. But after we have trusted and repented we recognize that 

the Spirit enabled us to hear and act. It is not our faith but God's grace in Jesus Christ 

that justifies us and reconciles us to God. Yet it is only by faith that we accept God's 

grace and live by it. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 

     
The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 

 

Closing Hymn 547                  Go, My Children, with My Blessing                 AR HYDY NOS 
First Verse Only 

           

“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own.  

In my love’s baptismal river, I have made you mine forever.  

Go, my children, with my blessing -you are my own.” 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                       Two versets on “Love Divine”                  Noel Rawsthorne                                              

**************************************************************************        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This beloved hymn 

was written in 

1772, to accompany 

a sermon entitled, 

“Faith’s Review 

and Expectation.” 

 

 

 

The closing hymn 

takes the form of a 

benediction.  

 



 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

WELCOME All! As we worship in person or online, we are glad you are with us! For more  

information about our church, pastoral help or prayer requests, please email our church office. 

www.bgpres.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  https://bgpres.org/give  

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpres.org/give


 

 

 

                              Announcements  

 
MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

USHERS:  The Kernohan Family  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

                                                     Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler  

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, May 16:  Acts 1:15–17, 21– 

26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9–13; John 17:6–19. 

 

THE FLOWERS AT THE COMMUNION TABLE are  

offered to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Carol  

Haskins Wedge. The flowers are given by Circle 9. 
 

INCLUDED IN THIS BULLETIN is a Small Group Survey.   

The Task Force working on building a Small Group Ministry needs your candid feedback as we look toward fall (and beyond) 

planning.  Please fill out and return - the offering plate or drop in the office or mail back.  THANK YOU for helping us shape 

this important ministry.   
 

TODAY: 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Debbie Morse and Cathey Green. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

THE CUSHIONS IN THE PEWS are given to the glory of God, in honor of Carol Haskins Wedge and her hard work and 

love of this church. 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for May will fund our Butterfly Release on May 23.   
 

THE WIRED WORD BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES through June 27 Dr. Nathan Love is leading us in reflection and 

discussion on current events through the lens of the Bible.  Zoom link is on our website or you may contact Leslee 

Kirkconnell.   Videos are posted to our Facebook page following class for those unable to join live.   
 

GODLY PLAY this morning heard about the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13:1-9.  Families are encouraged to read the 

scriptures together and talk about what God might be helping them learn. 
 

OUR MISSION CHALLENGE CONTINUES!  We are well on our way to matching the $550 for 5 of our 

ministries!  Currently we have $375 given.  We want to at least make sure we match the $550.  Currently we have fully matched 

Manna Mart's $125;  $50 of $150 for Living Waters for the World; $100 of $125 for David's Room in the Inn; Habitat is $25 

of $50; and Help Ministry is $75 of $100.  Let's not only match all those funds, effectively doubling their impact - could we 

triple the amounts?  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

THE ELLIS CLASS continues to meet in-person, however now they are gathering in their regular class - room 201.  Masks 

are required to be worn at all times. Newcomers welcome - arniethetutor42@gmail.com - Arnie Petrus will answer any 

questions.   
 

YOUR FEEDBACK/INPUT IS IMPORTANT for our Small Group Survey.  The Task Force working on building a Small 

Group Ministry needs your candid feedback as we look toward fall (and beyond) planning.  Please fill out and return - the 

offering plate or drop in the office or mail back.  THANK YOU for helping us shape this important ministry.   
 

COMING UP:  
CIRCLE 9 will meet on Monday, May 10 at 12:00noon at the home of Donna Meredith (221 Windrow Ct.). If it rains the 

meeting will take place in Fellowship Hall. 

 

BUTTERFLY RELEASE ON PENTECOST! Plan to join us on May 23 following worship as we release butterflies!  We 

will gather in the side courtyard and those who wish will be given a little box with a butterfly.  We will release all together in 

a celebration of new life and the gift of the Holy Spirit.   
 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, May 9 

10:30 a.m.      Worship (livestream/in person) 

9:00 a.m.       Sunday School (Zoom) 

9:30 a.m.      Floyd Hays Ellis Class  

                            (F. Hall)              

  Monday, May 10 

12:00 p.m.  Circle 9 

5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit (Zoom)  

7:00 p.m. You Are What You Love  

Book Study (zoom) 

Tuesday, May 11 
9:00 a.m.      Presbytery Meeting 

2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.      Sunny 16 Camera Club 
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PENTECOST OFFERING - one of four special offerings of the PC(U.S.A.), this helps children at risk, youth and young 

adults.  We retain 40% of the gifts given for our own projects - traditionally we have given to Bellewood/Uspiritus (now Seven 

Counties).  Feel free to contribute at any point, there will be envelopes in the bulletins on May 23 (please mark your check 

"Pentecost Offering." 
 

BACKPACKS FOR SUCCESS!  The Mission Committee is partnering with the Housing Authority to provide backpacks for 

the children in their communities.  We have a goal of 75 backpacks with a pencil box, a dozen pencils, pair of scissors, 24 

count crayons,  pack wide-ruled filler paper, composition notebook; 3 glue sticks, pencil sharpener, one expo marker and either 

a big eraser or several of the pencil topper style.  Approximate value per backpack is $45.  We will gratefully accept donations 

of the items listed (backpacks need to be the 17 inch size) or money toward purchasing. Our deadline is July 15.   
 

PIG PICKIN' IS COMING!  Sunday August 15 at the Beard Pavilion.   This is an 'all-in' picnic (NOT pot luck) and we do 

need your help.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-pigpickin to find out how.   
 

OTHER NEWS:  

THE WEATHER IS BETTER AND OUTDOORS IS GREAT! Our Walking Group is going strong.   2:00pm on Tuesdays, 

meeting at Basil Griffin Park.  Gather at the Ampitheater Parking Lot.  Wear your mask and walking shoes.  We'll enjoy 

devotion and fellowship and walk for at least 30 minutes.  New folks welcome anytime! Contact Karen Watson with questions 

- 270-991-5673.  
 

WE ARE SO GLAD TO SEE THE BEAUTIFUL (MASKED) FACES in our sanctuary on Sundays!  Please continue to 

call the office each week - it helps us be prepared.  And PLEASE, we must continue to maintain physical distance (even with 

vaccines) so look for the white dots on the pews as an indication of where it is safe to sit.  Not sure or don't see a dot?  Sit at 

least 6 feet (any direction) from others not in your family.  This means leaving at least one pew between groups.  Our ushers 

will also be glad to give guidance.   
 

EXITING THE SANCTUARY-we are noticing some are leaving the building by the State Street doors.  PLEASE PLEASE 

EXIT ONLY through the 10th Ave Lobby.  The doors off State Street do NOT lock automatically and we have found the 

building open and vulnerable on Monday mornings.  We understand the convenience of those doors HOWEVER, for now we 

ask you enter and exit ONLY through our 10th Ave Lobby.  Thank you for your help!  

 

 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We express sympathy to Sheila Reeves for the death of her sister Susan Keogh, who          

died on April 30, 2021. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-pigpickin

