
                           

                                                 
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the 

Spirit interceded for us with sighs too deep for words…                                      Romans 8:26 

                                                                

                      

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
May 30, 2021 

 
 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Prayer 

 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                                                 Wondrous Love                               David N. Johnson         

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 

And, if children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ. 

          Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: We worship you! 

          We have peace with God through Jesus Christ; we have love from God through the  

   Holy Spirit.                                                                                                 Romans 8:14,17; 5:1,5

  
 

Hymn 1                              Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!                           NICAEA 
                                                         First and Last Verses 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

 
 

 

“[Christians] honor 

those who have 

fallen in war. They 

are casualties not 

only of the arms of a 

foe, but also of the 

failure of humanity 

to build a better 

peace. Those who 

hold arms take on 

not only the burden 

of risking their 

lives, but are also 

made to bear those 

first poisoned fruits 

whenever nations or 

radical groups turn 

to the sword instead 

of the plowshare.” 
Rev. Benedict 

Varnum 

 

 



 
 

                                    Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison)  
 

O God, who loves as a Father loves, extends the grace of belonging as a Son, and leads us as 

Spirit, hear our confessions. (A Silence is Kept) 

We have failed to love you with all our heart, soul and mind; and we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We forget your commandments, stray from your way, and chase idols 

that cannot save us. (A Silence is Kept) 

Have mercy on us. Forgive us, and raise us to new life in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

Choral Response                                       Pie Jesu                              Andrew Lloyd Webber 
    Autumn Stolle, soprano      DiDi Turley, mezzo-soprano 

 

Merciful Jesus, who takest away the sins of the world, grant them rest.  

O Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world, grant them eternal rest. 
 

Declaration of Good News                         

 

Passing of the Peace      
                              By words and gesture, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                     Leslee Kirkconnell 

      

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

First Reading  (Responsive)                        Exodus 2:23-25   

In Egypt, the People groaned under their slavery and cried out. After the king of Egypt 

died, they groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Their cry for help rose up to 

God. God listened to their groanings. God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 

Isaac, and with Jacob. God saw what was going on with Israel. God understood. 

 

Second Reading                                                     Romans 8:26-27 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 

heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God. 
 

                                                        Fourth in a Series on Romans 8 

Sermon             Groans and Sighs: Who Makes Them; Who Hears?        Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

 

Response Hymn 278     Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire     VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS 
Verses One, Three, and Four 

 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, and lighten with celestial fire; 

thou the anointing Spirit art, who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
 

Thy blessed unction from above is comfort, life, and fire of love; 

enable with perpetual light the dullness of our mortal sight. 
 

Praise to thine eternal merit, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

The great narrative 

of God’s deliverance 

of a people begins 

with the people’s 

inarticulate groans 

and cries. 

 

 

The Spirit helps us 

in our prayers, and 

groans, and cries 

to God. 

God is forever  

the deliverer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is strange: Our 

violations of trust 

and love are 

completely 

opposite to God’s 

extensive goodness 

as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                        A Declaration of Faith (5.8) 

In the presence of the Holy Spirit the first Christians experienced God's own presence, 

not a power different from God or less than God. In Jesus Christ they met God 

himself, not a second God or one who is only like God. Yet they worshiped with the 

people of Israel one God alone.  

Reflecting on this mystery, the ancient church formulated the doctrine of the Trinity. 

We believe with the church through the centuries that God is what he has shown 

himself to be in his story with his people:  One God who is the Creator and Sustainer, 

the Savior and Lord, the Giver of life within, among, and beyond us. We affirm the 

unity of God's being and work. We may not separate the work of God as Creator from 

the work of God as Redeemer. We may not set the Son's love against the Father's 

justice. We may not value the Holy Spirit's work above the work of the Father and 

Son. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are one God. We affirm richness and 

variety in God's being and work. We may not deny the real distinctions in God's unity. 

In his eternal being and in all his activity, the one God is always and at the same time 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Anthem                                               Every Generation                             Carson P. Cooman 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
     

 

Closing Hymn 30                                O God, in a Mysterious Way                                 DUNDEE 
Verses One, Three, and Four 

 

O God, in a mysterious way great wonders you perform. 

You plant your footsteps in the sea and ride upon the storm. 
 

O fearful saints, fresh courage take. The clouds you so much dread 

are big with mercy and shall break in blessings on your head. 
 

Our unbelief is sure to err and scan your work in vain. 

You are your own interpreter and you will make it plain. 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                                  Pastorale                                  Louis Lefébure-Wély        

**************************************************************************        
 

 

 

 

WELCOME All! As we worship in person or online, we are glad you are with us! For more  

information about our church, pastoral help or prayer requests, please email our church office. 

www.bgpres.org 

 
 

 

 

 

Even in fear and 

confusion, we trust 

that God’s saving 

purposes will be 

revealed to us.  

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  https://bgpres.org/give  

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpres.org/give


 

 

                            Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

USHERS:  The Thomison Family  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

                                                      Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler  

 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, June 6:  1 Samuel 8:4–11 

(12–15) 16–20 (11:14–15); Genesis 3:8–15; Psalm 138;  

2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1; Mark 3:20–35. 

 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Annette Parkerson  

and Kim Ferguson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our  

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:   

270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

PENTECOST OFFERING - one of four special offerings of the PC(U.S.A.), this helps children at risk, youth and young 

adults.  We retain 40% of the gifts given for our own projects - traditionally we have given to Bellewood/Uspiritus (now Seven 

Counties).  We are still collecting for this - contribute at any point, please mark your check "Pentecost offering.  
 

THE FLOYD HAYS ELLIS CLASS has decided to suspend gatherings for now.  Arnie Petris will answer questions 

arniethetutor42@gmail.com.   
 

GODLY PLAY this morning heard the Parable of the Mustard Seed from Matthew 24:32; Mark 4:30-32 and Luke 13:18-19. 

Families are encouraged to read the scriptures together and talk about what God might be wanting them to learn. 
 

LAST DAY FOR OUR MISSION CHALLENGE!  Your response has been wonderful and in early June we will give a full 

report on your gifts.  Any and all gifts are greatly appreciated.  Manna Mart (HOTEL, INC);  Living Waters for the World, 

Habitat for Humanity, David's Room in the Inn and Help Ministry (CUICHM) all will benefit.  Every $25 increases our positive 

impact in our community.  
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for May will fund our Butterfly Release.  
 

THE WIRED WORD BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES through June 27. Join us in reflection and discussion on current events 

through the lens of the Bible.  Zoom link is on our website or you may contact Leslee Kirkconnell.   Videos are posted to our 

Facebook page following class for those unable to join live.  The video link can also be emailed for those not on Facebook.   
 

COMING UP:  
A PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN gathering will be held on Tuesday June 1st, at Faye Patton’s home at 11:00 am. PW members 

are all invited, and may RSVP to Cheryl in the office by phone or email. 
 

THE SESSION HAS CALLED A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING June 6th for the purpose of hearing the report of the 

Nominating Committee.  The following names are to be placed in nomination.  For Elder, Class of 2024:  Frederica Kernohan, 

Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden, Bobby Rabold, Tim Leigh. For Deacon:  Trudy Burkeen, Susan Thomison, Linda Leigh, Evan 

Goad, Catherine Reber.  
  

COME TO THE TABLE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be a one day special event that is shaping up to be a 

blast!  Sunday June 6, 4:15-7:00pm.  We will have food trucks to purchase dinner and tables set up for you.  This is an 

intergenerational event - every child/sibling group must have one adult (18+) to guide and participate in the activities.  The 

program begins at 5pm and ends at 7pm.  Registration is available -the deadline is June 1 - we will NOT accept walk up 

registrations.  We must be firm on this so we can plan for safe numbers in each group.  All children age three by July 31 through 

rising 5th grade (and a parent/other adult) are welcome.  Click here:   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbMDM77BPFhOFOxVfC01HAgD6JBfbvtXVzHjn63Rhzr1tKeA/viewform 

 

 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, May 30 

9:00 a.m.       Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m.    Worship (livestream/in person) 

  Monday, May 31     

Memorial Day 

5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit (Zoom)  

      Church Office Closed 

   Tuesday, June 1 
11:00 a.m.  PW Gathering-Faye Patton’s 

2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Deacons 

Thursday, June 3 
6:00 p.m.  Community Educ. class 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL MISSION PROJECT:  Our focus is welcoming/feeding so we are seeking donations of non-

perishable items for our Food Pantry:  peanut butter, tuna fish, canned fruit or vegetables (ideally pop tops).  We hope to build 

a big pile on June 6 and welcome any who want to contribute (you can bring to Leslee for transport to Christ Church)!   
 

PIG PICKIN' IS COMING!  We hope you will join us Sunday August 15 at the Beard Pavilion (we will worship at 10 and 

feast after - no services at the church that day).   We're doing things a bit differently so this will be an 'all-in' picnic (NOT pot 

luck).  Help will be needed.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-pigpickin to find out how.   
 

OTHER NEWS:  

EXITING THE SANCTUARY-we are noticing some are leaving the building by the State Street doors.  PLEASE PLEASE 

EXIT ONLY through the 10th Ave Lobby.  The doors off State Street do NOT lock automatically and we have found the 

building open and vulnerable on Monday mornings.  We understand the convenience of those doors HOWEVER, we are still 

entering and exiting ONLY through our 10th Ave Lobby.  Thank you for your help!  
 

BACKPACKS FOR SUCCESS!  The Mission Committee is partnering with the Housing Authority to provide backpacks for 

the children in their communities.  We have a goal of 75 backpacks with a pencil box, a dozen pencils, pair of scissors, 24 

count crayons,  pack wide-ruled filler paper, composition notebook; 3 glue sticks, pencil sharpener, one expo marker and either 

a big eraser or several of the pencil topper style.  Approximate value per backpack is $45.  We will gratefully accept donations 

of the items listed (backpacks need to be the 17 inch size) or money toward purchasing. Our deadline is July 15.  If you plan to 

purchase items, please be sure to get what is listed, as those are direct requests from the Housing Authority!  
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, May 31 to observe Memorial Day. 

  
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-pigpickin

