
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Youth Sunday 

Service for the Lord’s Day 
May 2, 2021 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
This is my comfort in my distress, that your promise gives me life. 

Let’s pray: We come to worship you, God, and we long for comfort.  In your arms, this morning, can our 

distress subside? In the name of Jesus, you hold us as your children and you promise us life, life eternal,  

life with you. May these promises guide our thoughts and our prayers this morning.   Amen 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison)  
 

Sara – We love to sing the words and lyrics to traditional, classic Christian hymns. These songs of praise and 

worship deepen our understanding and strengthen our faith. 

Laura – We also enjoy more lively contemporary music. It can be inspirational, spiritual, and joyful and  

bring a feeling of closeness to God. 

Sara – Words of God’s power, words of God’s healing, words of God’s love—powerful, poetic, eloquent  

words that are woven into meaningful sermons to guide our lives. 

Laura – Words, words, words, so many words – sometimes it is good to keep things simple and remember  

the “minimum effective dose!” 

Sara – We are a very welcoming church. We pass the peace, greet each other with warmth and caring,  

pray for each other, celebrate joys together and lend support when needed. 

Laura – But what about someone who doesn’t have friends and family at our church? What does it take  

for them to feel like they belong? 

Sara – We are used to Sunday School and worship being on Sunday mornings. Sunday is the day set aside  

for church. 

Laura – We don’t want to just be Sunday Christians. Why not try a small group on Monday afternoon  

or Thursday morning? Mix something spiritual with something purely fun. How about Godly Golf or Bibles  

and Bikers? 

Sara – We have lots of traditions in our church – 200 years of traditions – Seersucker Sunday, Pig Pickin’, a 

specific order of worship, a defined committee process, a determined structure for doing business and ministry. 

Presbyterians crave decency and order. Traditions are great. They create shared memories and remind us of 

important truths. 



 

 

Laura - Other kinds of traditions can keep a church from growing and flourishing if we get too set in our ways  

and refuse to change. Let’s bring in some spontaneity and unpredictability – shake things up a bit. We look forward  

to building new traditions that embrace the future. 

Sara – Communion is so important to us and traditionally it is placed near the end of the worship service. 

Laura – Why not give it a place of supreme importance. Let’s have communion near the beginning of the service 

today!  
 

Declaration of Good News 
The Lord hears our struggle with keeping what is old and accepting what is new.  

But God’s forgiving grace always seems new: Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it? 

As Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of God,  

We too walk in newness of life!  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!                                      Isaiah 43:19, Romans 6:4 
 
 

 

All Sit  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts, 

We lift up our hearts to God! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord of light. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

…. So with all those in every time and place who have called upon you expectantly,  

we rejoice in your gracious presence, singing: 

 

The Communion of the People 

Sanctus                                                                             Sanctus                                                             Joseph Roff

                                (Collegiate Ensemble)   

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry.  

 Ho-san-na in the high-est.  

 Bless-ed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est. 

 

Communion Hymn (Collegiate Ensemble)        Poor Wayfaring Stranger 
 

   I am a poor wayfaring stranger, while traveling through this world of woe. 

     Yet there’s no sickness, toil or danger, in that bright world to which I go.  

      I’m going there to see my father, I'm going there no more to roam, 

         I’m only going over Jordan, I'm only going over home. 
 

   I know dark clouds will gather round me; I know my way is rough and steep,  

    But golden fields lie out before me where God’s redeemed shall ever sleep. 

     I’m going there to see my mother; she said she’d meet me when I come. 

      I’m only going over Jordan, I'm only going over home.  
 

                          I’ll soon be free from every trial, my body sleep in the Churchyard;  

                 I’ll drop the cross of self denial and enter on my great reward.  

                                         I’m going there to see my savior, to sing his praise forevermore.  

          I’m only going over Jordan; I’m only going over home.  



 

 

Passing of the Peace      
By words and gesture, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 
Time with Young Disciples                                                                      

       

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Old Testament Readings                                                                                     1 Samuel 17:41-47 

The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. When the Philistine looked 

and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. The Philistine said 

to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.  

The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals 

of the field.” But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to 

you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This very day the 

Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead 

bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the 

earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the Lord does not save by 

sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into our hand. 

 

Anthem                                                                  Ride on King Jesus 

 

New Testament Reading                                                                             Matthew 17:20 & 19:26 & 21:22 

Faith can move Mountains. 

Jesus looked at them and said “With man this is impossible but with God all things  

are possible.” 

And whatever you ask in prayer you will receive if you have faith. 

    

Sermon                                    Youth Sunday                        David Clarke                        

 

Responding to the Word 
 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
 

Response Hymn 69                                  Here I am Lord 
 

    I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry  

    All who dwell in dark and sin My hand will save. 

    I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

    Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 
 

   Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 

   I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

    I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. 

    I have wept for love of them; They turn away. 

    I will break their hearts of stone; Give them hearts for love alone. 

    Who will speak my word to them; Whom shall I send? 

  

   Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 

   I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
 



 

 

Affirmation of Faith (unison)                                                                   Adapted from Isa. 40 

Who made the heavens and the earth? Who gave to everything its place? Who calls us each by name? 

 God the Everlasting, God the Creator. God, whose strength knows no bounds, whose understanding is 

beyond comprehension.  God, who strengthens the weak and empowers the powerless. There will be those 

days and nights when we will meet our limits. There will be those days and nights when we will want to  

give up and turn away from everything. But when those times come, we wait. We wait. And we believe.  

And we hope.  Because God the Everlasting, God the Creator, whose strength knows no bounds and 

whose understanding is beyond comprehension, will lift us up. And we will fly with wings like eagles.  

We will run and not be weary. We will walk and not faint.                                                 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

 

Celebration Of Youth 

 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 

     
The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 

 

Closing Hymn 300                                  We Are One in the Spirit  
 

We are one in the spirit; we are one in the Lord; 

we are one in the spirit we are one in the Lord.  

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love by our love 

Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love  
 

We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand.  

We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand.  

And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land.  

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love by our love, 

Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love . 
 

We will work with each other; we will work side by side.  

We will work with each other; we will work side by side. 

And we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride.  

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love by our love, 

Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come,  

and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son. 

And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one. 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love by our love, 

Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
\ 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                                                 Amazing Grace                                          

******************************************************************************************     



 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

WELCOME All! As we worship in person or online, we are glad you are with us! For more information about our church, 

pastoral help or prayer requests, please email our church office.      www.bgpres.org 
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Announcements 
MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley, Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler  

MUSICIANS:  David Yusk, Eddie Solberg-Hale, Laura Parkerson, Ernie Smalls 
 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, May 9:  Acts 10:44–48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1–6; John 15:9–17. 
 

INCLUDED IN THIS BULLETIN is a Small Group Survey.  The Task Force working on building a Small Group Ministry 

needs your candid feedback as we look toward fall (and beyond) planning.  Please fill out and return - the offering plate or drop 

in the office or mail back.  THANK YOU for helping us shape this important ministry.   
 

TODAY: 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Ray Elms and Sally Calkins. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR WINKIE HUDDLESTON is scheduled for today, May 2 at the Baker Arboretum. All 

are invited.  Also see:  www.rememberwinkie.com  
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  https://bgpres.org/give  

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, May 2 

10:30 a.m.      Worship (livestream/in person) 

9:00 a.m.        Sunday School (Zoom) 

9:30 a.m.       Floyd Hays Ellis Class  

                            (F. Hall)              

3:00 p.m. Youth Group 

3:00 p.m. Winkie Huddleston memorial 

(at the Baker Arboretum) 

  Monday, May 3 

5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit (Zoom)  

7:00 p.m. You Are What You Love  

Book Study (zoom) 

   Tuesday, May 4 
2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.      Deacons 
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THE WIRED WORD BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES. Dr. Nathan Love will once again lead us in reflection and discussion 

on current events through the lens of the Bible.  Zoom link is on our website or you may contact Leslee Kirkconnell.   Videos 

are posted to our Facebook page following class for those unable to join live.   
 

GODLY PLAY this morning heard about the Parable of the Great Pearl in Matthew 13.  Families are encouraged to read the 

scriptures together and talk about what God might be helping them learn.  
  

THE FLOYD HAYS ELLIS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS meets at 9:30am in Fellowship Hall on Sundays. MASKS are 

required.  Arnie Petrus is Moderator and will answer any questions (arniethetutor42@gmail.com)   or 270-904-0393. 

NEWCOMERS WELCOME! If you plan to attend class AND stay for worship, please call the office so we will be prepared.  
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for May will fund our Butterfly Release on May 23.   
 

COMING UP:  
YOU ARE WHAT YOU LOVE spiritual practices/book discussion is happening on Mondays at 7:00pm.   Heather Kirkconnell 

is leading by zoom.  Contact Leslee to purchase the book ($12).  Each week begins with a different spiritual practice and all are 

invited to join for that and you do not have to have the book for that!  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for information.   
 

COOKIES AND LEMONADE!  We can't gather inside for fellowship yet, but we can meet on the sidewalk after 

worship!  Beginning later in May we hope to have Cookies and Lemonade outside the 10th Ave door every Sunday.  WE NEED 

YOUR HELP!  Donations of cookies - either prepackaged or if homemade, placed into snack baggies.  If you want to buy 

premade cookies at the store, please place into snack baggies before bringing to the church.  We'll also welcome individual 

packages like you would get for lunches etc.  We will also need help with making lemonade and serving each Sunday.  A sign 

up genius is available - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-cookies  - please pick a day and help us enjoy 

some fun fellowship following worship. Questions?  Contact Debbie Morse. 
 

MISSION CHALLENGE! Last fall we were unable to hold our annual Habitat/Living Waters Luncheon and Cake 

Auction.  Our children and youth have been 'given' by a generous donor $25 each toward one of five missions (Habitat, Living 

Waters, Manna Mart, Help Ministry, DRITI).  We have $550 that we are looking to match with gifts of $25 each toward one 

of these.  The Mission Committee challenges YOU to contribute (at least) $25 toward one of these ministries.  Details are in 

our April newsletter and on the website.  All gifts are gratefully accepted! 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is on!  We are planning an in-person one-day event to involve children and at least one adult 

from the family,  age 3 by July 31 through rising 5th Grade.  Sunday June 6, from 4:15-7:00pm at Christ Episcopal 

Church.  This will be OUTDOORS.  We will be hosting several food trucks for your dinner option (we won't be serving a meal 

as in past years) and then worshiping, playing, learning, crafting together.  More details and registration information coming 

soon.  Rain date will be Monday June 7, 5-8pm.  

 

OTHER NEWS:  

THE WEATHER IS BETTER AND OUTDOORS IS GREAT! Our Walking Group is going strong.   We are returning to  

meeting on Tuesdays at 8:15am, at Basil Griffin Park (immediately).  Gather at the Amphitheater Parking Lot.  Wear your 

mask and walking shoes.  We'll enjoy devotion and fellowship and walk for at least 30 minutes.  New folks welcome anytime! 

Contact Karen Watson with questions - 270-991-5673.  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Sunday of May 15 will need to be turned in early. Cheryl will 

be out for vacation and is going to print 2 bulletins on May 7th. Please turn in all announcements for the issues of May 9 and 

May 15 by Wednesday, May 5. Thank you! 
 

WE ARE SO GLAD TO SEE THE BEAUTIFUL (MASKED) FACES in our sanctuary on Sundays!  Please continue to 

call the office each week - it helps us be prepared.  And PLEASE, we must continue to maintain physical distance (even with 

vaccines) so look for the white dots on the pews as an indication of where it is safe to sit.  Not sure or don't see a dot?  Sit at 

least 6 feet (any direction) from others not in your family.  This means leaving at least one pew between groups.  Our ushers 

will also be glad to give guidance.   
 

EXITING THE SANCTUARY-we are noticing some are leaving the building by the State Street doors.  PLEASE PLEASE 

EXIT ONLY through the 10th Ave Lobby.  The doors off State Street do NOT lock automatically and we have found the 

building open and vulnerable on Monday mornings.  We understand the convenience of those doors HOWEVER, for now we 

ask you enter and exit ONLY through our 10th Ave Lobby.  Thank you for your help!  
 

 

    We express sympathy to Matt Hunt for the death of his father Mark Timothy Hunt, who died 

in Lexington on April 26, 2021. 
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