
                                  
 

                                                                                 

                                     S e r v i c e  fo r  th e  Lord ’ s  Da y  

Pentecost Sunday                                                                                              

May 28, 2023 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

For Memorial Day                                            Taps                             Gen. David Butterfield 

                                                                         See insert 

 

Prelude                                                      Toccata                                         Georg Muffat 

 

Honoring the Season’s Graduates             
                        Emma Ahmed, Charlie Reber, Eddie Solberg-Hale, David Yusk 
 

Welcome                                         
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship                                                
God, the light of your Spirit fires our imagination! Your seal is on us. You have clothed us with 

power! 

Tongues of fire lead us to speak. We speak of renewal and repair! 
In rising and sleeping, in work and at play, in joy and sorrow, 

Your Spirit’s fire brings its light to our darkness.  
             (Pause to invite the Holy Spirit into your life and worship today) 

God, your Spirit finds us here.  

It fills our emptiness. It gives power to any who are weary. 

God, your spirit finds us.  

It brings us together. It makes the fearful bold.  
God, your spirit finds us.  

By its power we walk together. We gladly share. We stand in a heritage of blessing and 

duty. God, your spirit finds us. Things are even more than they seem! 

There is a rushing wind, a refining fire, disciples and others amazed. Suddenly, all good 

things are possible. 

The Spirit inspires the church again! 

The Spirit awakens new faith, and revives what is old! 

Let us worship God!       

 

For Young 

Worshipers:  

Fifty days after 

Easter, Pentecost 

comes. On that day 

long ago, the Holy 

Spirit of God gave 

the followers of 

Jesus a special 

power. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost is about 

the Holy Spirit’s 

coming, as Jesus 

promised. What has 

God’s Holy Spirit 

meant to you?  



                              
All Stand 

Hymn 664                                       Morning Has Broken                                BUNESSAN 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
 

Almighty God, we know the story of Pentecost, when your promised power filled 

frightened disciples, and made them bold. Inspire and embolden us today! 

We confess that, too often, when the Spirit has invited us to dream dreams, we have 

just hung on to the past. When the winds of inspiration have swirled around us, we 

have closed the windows and bolted the doors. We have preferred predicable 

familiarity more than we have wanted surprising renewal. 

So Lord, on us, even on us, even here, send your Holy Spirit! Transform our lives by 

your power. Fill us with a flaming desire to serve one another. Purify our lives. Guide 

us to do your will in our church and beyond. Join us in unity with all who trust in you 

through Christ, our Lord.  

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Hymn 750                        Goodness Is Stronger than Evil        GOODNESS IS STRONGER 

Good-ness is stron-ger than e-vil;  

love is stron-ger than hate; 

light is stron-ger than dark-ness; life is stron-ger than death. 

Vic-tory is ours; vic-tory is ours through God who loves… us. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

The Psalter                                                                                           Psalm 104:24-34; 35
            God’s Spirit is Sent Forth, Renewing the Earth 
O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In wisdom hast thou made them all; the earth is full of 
thy creatures.  
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, which teems with things innumerable, living things 
both small and great.  
There go the ships, and Leviathan which thou didst form to sport in it.  

These all look to thee, to give them their food in due season.  

When thou givest to them, they gather it up; when thou openest thy hand, they are filled 

with good things.  

When thou hidest thy face, they are dismayed; when thou takest away their breath, they die 

and return to their dust.  

When thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created; and thou renewest the face of the 

ground.  

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever, may the Lord rejoice in his works, who looks on 

the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and they smoke!  

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being.  

May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the Lord.  

Bless the Lord, O my soul! Praise the Lord!  

 

We admit our faults 

and ask for God’s 

forgiveness in 

preparation for 

hearing God’s Word. 

We will hear better 

with all obstacles 

removed. 

 

O God who spoke 

creation into being, 

and whose word was 

heard with clarity at 

Pentecost, send forth 

your Spirit, that we 

may live for your 

glory and delight. 

 



 

Anthem                              Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether                     Harold W. Friedell 

                            Sarah Beth Capito Shepherd, guest conductor 

                  

Reading for Pentecost                                                                       Drawn from Scripture 
Reading Includes Confetti Cannons 

 
Sermon                                 What Makes You Feel Special?                Matthew Covington 

 
Response Hymn 292                          As the Wind Song                            WAIRUA TAPU 

Choir Will Sing First Verse 

Then, Congregation Will Sing Both Verses 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                             The Apostle’s Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

The Offering 

 

Offertory                  Trumpet Tune on Hymn WESTMINSTER ABBEY             Mark Sedio                 

 

Doxology  
                     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

       Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

       Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

       Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication  

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 307              God of Grace and God of Glory                 CWM RHONDDA 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                  O God, Thou Faithful God                               Wilbur Held 

                                                     Fanfare and Chorale 

************************************************************************                                                 
 

The gift of the Spirit 

is unsettling. To 

some, the disciples 

appeared drunk at 

Pentecost. But we  

are not unsettled!  

We are joyful.  

We are inspired;  

and we are moved  

by God’s goodness. 

By God’s Holy 

Spirit, we are daily 

delivered into the 

presence of our 

loving God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Buck-in- 

a-Basket offering is 

not a “second 

offering.” It’s an 

opportunity to say 

“I’m here,” and 

“I’m devoted to  

the outreach of our 

church.” For May, 

the money goes to 

support the Montreat 

Conference Center. 

 

 



 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
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                    The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests,  

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, 

Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 

2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, 

Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 
 
O ur church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, 
Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby R abold, Bud S chlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry 
Warden.                                     O ur church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, J udy C lark, Kim Ferguson, C athey G reen, 
Evan G oad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett,  Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, C atherine Reber, S usan Thomison 
and J udy Whitson.  
 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to 

our website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be  

made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, May 28 
     8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.      Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

12:00 p.m.     Eating Out Group 

   Monday, May 29 – Memorial Day 
         9:00 a.m.       GOD/DOG is Love 

                               Church Office Closed  

   Tuesday, May 30 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, May 31 

         7:00 a.m.        Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

      Thursday, June 1  

         7:00 p.m.        Neighborhood Group   Friday, June 2  
         7:30 a.m.        Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

 

 

 
 
 

    
    
    
    
   

   
 
  
  
       

 
 

      

 



 

Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Ernie Small 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Hailey Gadberry 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY June 4: Genesis 1:1—2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11–13; Matthew 28:16–20. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Craig Long and Ernie Small. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

THE ROSE AT THE COMMUNION TABLE is given to the glory of God, and honors the birth of Lucia Marie Miles, 

daughter of Caitlyn and Luke Miles. Lucia is the granddaughter of Wayne and Beth Pope. 
 

WE WELCOME SARAH BETH CAPITO SHEPHERD as she steps in for Wayne today while he and Beth are off for 

a long weekend. Sarah is certainly no stranger to our church; having grown up in our congregation, she sang in the Chancel 

Choir, was a member of the Collegiate Ensemble, and used her beautiful voice to favor us with many solos. Sarah graduated 

from WKU in 2010 with a degree in Music Education and has served as the choir director at Broadway United Methodist 

Church in Bowling Green and has taught in the Warren County schools. She is currently the Choral Director at Glasgow 

High School. She and her husband, Shep, who teaches strings and choir at Glasgow Middle School, live in Glasgow and 

have two children, toddler Everett and infant Addie. Welcome home, Sarah! Thanks for being here.  
 

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will meet at El Mazatlan Mexican Restaurant, 300 Cumberland Trace 

Road this Sunday. We would love to have you join us for good food and great fellowship!  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:15AM   

WHY PRESBYTERIANS ARE LIKE THAT” –  

      How we study the Bible together to help us figure out which things matter more than other things  

      – in the Conference Rm. 
COFFEE AND CONVERSATION Class – reading “24 Hours that Changed the World” by Adam Hamilton  

      – in room 202. 

YOUTH CLASS – Youth Suite on 2nd Floor 

PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S CLASSES – Downstairs 

NURSERY - Downstairs 
 

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT  Now in our Fellowship Hall gallery: “All Creatures Great and Small,” an exhibit of animal-

themed artworks and photography by multiple artists. Please stop by and see it soon! 
 

COMING UP:  

VBS IS HAPPENING JUNE 11TH--14TH in partnership with Christ Episcopal Church. We need your help to make it all 

happen! If you would be interested in helping volunteer at VBS you can sign up on our website, or speak to David Clarke 

for more information. Also— 
 

VBS REGISTRATION is live. If you would like to sign your children up to VBS you may find the link on our website or 

speak to David Clarke for more information. (info@bgpres.org / david.clarke@bgpres.org) 
 

OTHER NEWS:   

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, May 29 in observance of Labor Day. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to this past year’s Children’s Music Director, Emily Chambers, on graduating Summa cum laude 

from WKU this past spring. Emily spent the last few weeks of her spring student teaching semester in Spain. We extend 

further congratulations to her on landing a position as Elementary Music teacher at Lafayette Preparatory School in St. 

Louis, Missouri. We give thanks for Emily. Our prayers and well wishes go with her. 
 

 

mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
mailto:info@bgpres.org


 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, 

pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and 

look forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)  

Joyful Noise Makers Group – Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans) 

Bridge Group – Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans) 

 

  

 

 

We express sympathy to David Thomison and the Thomison family in the death of 

David’s mother Kay Thomison, who died May 22, 2023. We also express sympathy 

to Pam Bratcher and her family in the death of her brother Michael, who died May 

24, 2023, and to John Kernohan and his family in the death of his mother Winifred 

Kernohan, who died May 25, 2023.  


