
                    

                    

                                                                 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

March 28, 2021 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

 

 

 

Prelude                                                       Intrada                                       Timothy Redman 

                                     Based on a Plainsong Melody:  Laus et Honor     
 

Welcome                                
 

Choral Introit                                  Antiphonal Hosanna                                  T. Alan Smith 

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna! The voices rang out, as Jesus entered the city. 

Hosanna to the Son of David. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

From the Mount of Olives, and through the Eastern Gate, 

All the way to the temple, Jesus came. 

People spread their garments, and others cut branches, to line the streets. 

Save us! Save us now, the people shouted. 

Save us! Save us now! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

 

Hosanna is a 

Hebrew word that 

means “Save us!” 

Shouting Hosanna 

is also an 

expression of 

joyful celebration: 

“We are saved!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hosanna is 

especially tied to 

the story of Jesus’ 

Triumphal Entry 

into Jerusalem, 

which we celebrate 

on Palm Sunday. 



 
The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 

 

Hymn 197                           Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                                   ELLACOMBE                                                                  
                              All Verses 

 

Hosanna, loud hosanna the little children sang; 

through pillared court and temple the joyful anthem rang. 

To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast, 

the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 
 

From Olivet they followed ‘mid an exultant crowd, 

the victor palm branch waving, and chanting clear and loud. 

The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, 

nor scorned that little children should on his bidding wait. 
 

"Hosanna in the highest!" That ancient song we sing, 

for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven, our King. 

O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 

and in his blissful presence eternally rejoice. 
 

                                    Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

Loving God, we greet you today as the crowds once greeted Jesus. Hear us, as we call 

on you. Save us from all harm. Connect us to the marvelous story of Palm Sunday.  

You are our king, who comes humbly. You are the stone, once rejected, who has 

become the cornerstone of our lives. You have come, and you will come again, to  

rescue a disobedient people. 

Forgive us. Help us reshape our lives. Keep us from mistaking Jesus’ humility for defeat, 

and his servanthood for weakness.  

Help us to follow Jesus to his Easter triumph, in obedience and love. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

         

Declaration of Good News 

 

         We Share a Sign of Peace  

 

Be seated 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                        Leslee Kirkconnell 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Psaltery Reading  (Responsive)                                                             Psalm 118:1-2, 14-25 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!  

Let Israel say, ‘His steadfast love endures forever.’ The Lord is my strength and my might; 
he has become my salvation.  
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: ‘The right hand of the Lord does 

valiantly;   

The right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’   

I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.    

Open to me the gates of righteousness; that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.  

This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.  

I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.   

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.   

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.   

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Hosanna, Lord, save us! O Lord, we beseech you! 

This psalm has two 

main emphases: 

thanksgiving for 

God’s deliverance, 

and the vow to offer 

praise in worship. 

The psalm seems to 

have been taken up 

by adults and 

children in 

Jerusalem to 

welcome Jesus when 

he entered the city in 

the last week of his 

life. 

 

 

 

 

Confession on  

Palm Sunday 

acknowledges the 

glory of the  

Triumphal Entry  

and the weakness  

of our faith. 

 

 



 

 

Anthem                                              My Savior and My God                              Jay Althouse 
                                                               Eric Bigler, baritone  
                                              

Gospel Reading                                                                                              Matthew 21:1-11 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 

to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took 

place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 

donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and 

put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 

of him and that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 

in the highest heaven!” 
 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  The crowds 

were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

Video                             Andrew Lloyd Webber, Composer in Isolation  

                                            “Hosanna,” from Jesus Christ Superstar 

 

Sermon                                          Love Actually                                Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
                  

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
 

Hymn 681                          This Is the Day the Lord Hath Made       
                                                                                  NUN DANKET ALL UND BRINGET EHR                                                                                             

                                                                                                            All Verses 

This is the day the Lord has made; the hours are all God’s own; 

let heaven rejoice, let earth be glad, and praise surround the throne. 
 

Hosanna to the anointed King, to David's holy Son! 

help us, O Lord, descend and bring salvation from the throne. 
 

Blest be the Lord, who comes in power with messages of grace; 

who comes in this accepted hour, to save our sinful race. 
 

Hosanna in the highest strains the Church on earth can raise! 

The highest heavens, in which God reigns shall now resound with praise. 

 
All stand 

Affirmation of Faith                                                            From: A Brief Statement of Faith 
 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed 

and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 

outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly 

condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 

pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 

vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death          

to life eternal.  
 

 

A Brief Statement 

of Faith (1991)  

is the most recently 

written of twelve 

faith statements 

included in the 

constitution of the 

Presbyterian 

Church (USA). 



    

   All Sit  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
 

Closing Hymn 198                      Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!                   ST. DROSTANE 
                                                                 All Verses     

 

Ride on! ride on in majesty! Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry; 

Thy humble beast pursues its road with palms and scattered garments strowed. 
 

Ride on! ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die: 

O Christ, thy triumphs now begin o'er captive death and conquered sin. 
 

Ride on! ride on in majesty! The hosts of angels in the sky 

look down with sad and wondering eyes to see the approaching sacrifice. 
 

Ride on!  ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

bow thy meek head to mortal pain, then take, O God, thy power and reign. 
                       
Benediction       
 

Postlude                               Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain                       Robert Elmore                      
********************************************************************************* 

 

WELCOME TO ALL! We are glad to be returning to worship together. 
To all who are gathered, and all who continue to worship by live-stream, 

we are glad you are with us!  We welcome your questions about our church – 
info@bgpres.org. 

 

 
 

                                                                                                            The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 28 

9:00 a.m.     Sunday School 

9:00 a.m.  Coffee & Conversation  

9:00 a.m.  Godly Play 

10:30 a.m.    Live Stream Worship 

3:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

Monday, March 29   

 5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

Tuesday, March 30 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

Thursday, March 24 

7:00 p.m.       Maundy Thurs. Worship 

   Friday, March 27 

12:00 p.m.  Good Friday Worship 

 

    

    

    

    

   

   

 

  

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Eric Bigler, Autumn Stolle, Sam Tuggle, Didi Turley 

 

LECTIONARY FOR EASTER SUNDAY April 4:  Acts 10:34–43 or Isaiah 25:6–9; Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24; 1 Corinthians 

15:1–11 or Acts 10:34–43; John 20:1–18 or Mark 16:1–8. 
 

TODAY: 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Debbie Morse. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You 

may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR MARCH benefits our Food Pantry.  We see a steady and strong  demand for food aid, and every 

dollar is carefully used to help meet that need.  Many thanks for all your generosity!   
 

MATTHEW 25 LENTEN STUDY CONTINUES. We are digging deeper into the Vital Congregations initiative and the 7 

Marks of Vital Congregations. Today we discussed SPIRIT INSPIRED WORSHIP.  We come to worship to encounter 

God.  We come to praise and be filled with God's love.  The class video will be posted to our website and Facebook for those 

unable to join live.  
 

GODLY PLAY students in Kindergarten-5th grade learned about Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem in Matthew 21:1-17; 

26:26-30.     
 

EASTER LILIES are available to purchase to honor or remember loved ones on Easter Sunday. Forms are available on the 

website or in the church office lobby, to reserve a lily or to make a donation in honor of those special people. The deadline is 

Monday. 
 

COMING UP:  
THE FLOYD HAYES ELLIS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS will resume in-person class on April 11, 9:30am in Fellowship 

Hall. MASKS are required.  Bob Hunt will be leading.  This is the only in-person Sunday morning class at this point (we 

anticipate fuller reopening for Sunday school in late August).  Class members planning to also attend worship should let the 

office know, as requested.  Please note there is no plan yet to restart our coffee fellowship.   
 

 

 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to            

the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com


 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY 

MAUNDY THURSDAY (April 1st) we present a worship service in Sanctuary at 7:00pm, with social distancing and masks 

for safety.  Also, on GOOD FRIDAY the church will have an in-person worship service, at 12:00 noon.  
   

A SUNRISE SERVICE on Easter Sunday will take place at 7:30am at the downtown parking garage, top floor. Drive in and 

park, and join us for an early morning Easter sunrise service overlooking the city.  
 

EASTER SUNDAY WE WILL HAVE ZOOM FELLOWSHIP.  The zoom 'room' will be open from 9:00-11:00 am.  Drop 

in and out as needed.  The link is on the website, or available by emailing the office.  You will be able to drop in for a bit and 

still attend one of our three worship services (7:30; 9:00 or 10:30).   
 

EASTER SUNDAY MORNING, we invite all who feel comfortable to join us at the church for worship.  We have added 

an additional service, to allow for more people. Join us at 9:00am or at 10:30am. Seating will be available in the Sanctuary, 

and in Fellowship Hall, and in the parlor. We will be keeping socially distanced as best as possible, and continue to ask that 

our congregation be masked. We remain committed to our congregation's safety, yet still we want to welcome all who wish to 

attend this Easter service. These services will be livestreamed. 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING will be collected on Easter Sunday, April 4.  One of four special offerings 

of the PC(U.S.A.), OGHS benefits three branches of mission - Self-Development of People, The Presbyterian Hunger Program 

and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  Simply make your check to TPC and put 'OGHS' in the memo line.  
 

OTHER NEWS:  

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE is seeking nominations for officers in the roles of Deacons and Elders. This effort was 

postponed last year due to the pandemic. Please find the nomination form in the bulletin, the church lobby, or on our website, 

to offer a name for nomination to the church office. (Be sure to ask your candidate’s permission to nominate!) Deadline is  

April 15. 
 

PEW CUSHIONS   After some attempts to find a new home for our old pew cushions (without success) we are offering them 

to the congregation. The red pew cushions are available to take home, by those who have a use for them. If you are so inclined, 

donations for the cushions will be appreciated. 
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER is registering children for next year. We have classes for 2, 3 or 4 years old (by July 

31 of this year).  Information/registration forms are on our website.  There are also packets in the office that can be picked up 

during regular office hours.  Let your friends and neighbors know of our strong preschool!   

 

 

We express our sympathy to Martha Sue Fuqua Williams for the death of her husband 

Glen Williams, who died March 22, 2021. 


