
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The father said to his servants, “Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his 

hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; 

for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.”                  Luke 15:22-24 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

March 27, 2022 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent  
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 

     

Prelude             Luther Chorale:  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Love         David Johnson                         

  
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship                                                                                         

Lord, we are prodigals, but you invite us to come home. 

Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

Lord, we are prodigals, but you run to welcome us! 

Father, we are joyful, for we are coming home!  

Your goodness exceeds anything we have ever known before. Your grace is amazing. 

Let us worship God!  
 

Hymn 209                                   My Song Is Love Unknown                   LOVE UNKNOWN 
   First and Second Verses 

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me,  

love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be.  

Oh, who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 

He came from heaven’s throne salvation to bestow; 

the world that was his own would not its Savior know. 

But oh, my friend, my friend indeed, who at my need his life did spend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Young 

Worshipers: 

The skinny man  

is starving.  

The father is 

kissing his son, 

and will welcome 

him to eat again  

at a big meal. 

Even if we feel 

unworthy, God 

invites us in. 



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (Responsive) 

 

 

Creator God, your generosity has brought us a new day. 

Help us to leave yesterday behind and to accept today’s possibilities gladly. 

Redeeming God, your love brings us the gift of a new beginning. 

We pray to be forgiven. Lift old burdens in this new day. Set us free! 

Sustaining God, if ever we lose hope, or believe that our efforts at repentance and newness 

are futile, show us the image of your resurrection, and let that sign of wonderful love be our 

source of strength. 
 Silence is observed for Personal Confession  
 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Response Hymn 439              O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer                     STUTTGART 
 

Far as east from west is distant, 

God has put away our sin 

Like the pity of a father 

Has the Lord’s compassion been. 
  

Passing of the Peace 
God in Christ has commissioned us with the message of reconciliation. 

 

All Sit 

A Time with Young Disciples  

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                 Luke 15:1-10 

Steadfast Love Surrounds Us; Even the Lost! 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 

and eats with them.” So Jesus told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a 

hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and 

go after the one that is lost until he finds it?  And when he has found the one, he lays it 

on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 

lost.’  Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 

than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?  When she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the 

coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents.” 
 

All Sit 

Anthem                                 Amazing Grace/My Chains Are Gone                 

                                                                                                               Traditional American Melody 

                                                                                                              Tomlin/Giglio/arr. R. Mauldin                      

 
 

 

 

 

A new day.  

A new beginning. 

A better future. 

Mercy for those 

wise enough to 

acknowledge 

their sin. 

Jesus begins three 

parables about lost 

sheep, a lost coin, 

and a lost son; in 

response to the 

complaint that 

Jesus is kind to 

sinners. 



 

 

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                             Luke 15:11b-32 
J.B. Phillips Translation 

The Parable of the Forgiving Father 

Then Jesus continued, “Once there was a man who had two sons. The younger one said, 

‘Father, give me my share of the property that will come to me.’ So he divided up his 

property between the two of them. Before very long, the younger son collected all his 

belongings and went off to a foreign land, where he squandered his wealth in the wildest 

extravagance. And when he had run through all his money, a terrible famine arose in that 

country, and he began to feel the pinch. Then he went and hired himself out to one of the 

citizens of that country who sent him out into the fields to feed the pigs. He got to the point 

of longing to stuff himself with the food the pigs were eating and not a soul gave him 

anything. Then he came to his senses and cried aloud, ‘Why, dozens of my father’s hired 

men have got more food than they can eat and here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and 

go back to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have done wrong in the sight of 

Heaven and in your eyes. I don’t deserve to be called your son any more. Please take me 

on as one of your hired men.” ‘So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still 

some distance off, his father saw him and his heart went out to him, and he ran and fell on 

his neck and kissed him. But his son said, ‘Father, I have done wrong in the sight of 

Heaven and in your eyes. I don’t deserve to be called your son any more ....’ ‘Hurry!’ 

called out his father to the servants, ‘fetch the best clothes and put them on him! Put a ring 

on his finger and shoes on his feet, and get that calf we’ve fattened and kill it, and we will 

have a feast and a celebration! For this is my son—I thought he was dead, and he’s alive 

again. I thought I had lost him, and he’s found!’ And they began to get the festivities 

going. “But his elder son was out in the fields, and as he came near the house, he heard 

music and dancing. So he called one of the servants across to him and enquired what was 

the meaning of it all. ‘Your brother has arrived, and your father has killed the calf we 

fattened because he has got him home again safe and sound,’ was the reply. But he was 

furious and refused to go inside the house. So his father came outside and called him. Then 

he burst out, ‘Look, how many years have I slaved for you and never disobeyed a single 

order of yours, and yet you have never given me so much as a young goat, so that I could 

give my friends a dinner? But when that son of yours arrives, who has spent all your 

money on prostitutes, for him you kill the calf we’ve fattened!’ But the father replied, ‘My 

dear son, you have been with me all the time and everything I have is yours. But we had to 

celebrate and show our joy. For this is your brother; I thought he was dead—and he’s 

alive. I thought he was lost—and he is found!’” 

 
All Sit 

Sermon                                                  Grumbling                                 Matthew Covington 

 
All Stand     

Response Hymn 774                There Is Now A New Creation                        STUTTGART 
  Third, Fourth, and Fifth Verses 

 

Wrap the prodigal in welcome; run to greet the wayward child.  

All is finished and forgiven; let us now be reconciled. 

 

Come and join the celebration; come and join this happy feast;  

Jesus makes an invitation to the greatest and the least. 

 

There is now a new creation through the grace of Jesus Christ.  

Sing, with thanks and adoration, to the God of endless life! 

 

 

The younger son 

breaks all the rules. 

The older son 

grumbles (like the 

scribes and 

pharisees grumbled 

about Jesus). 

The father is more 

gracious and 

forgiving than 

anyone would have 

expected him to be. 

 



 

Responding to the Word 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                          From: A Declaration of Faith 3.1 
God chose one people for the sake of all. To the world in its rebellion and alienation God promised 

blessing and restoration. The Lord chose Abraham and his descendants as bearers of that promise 

for all… 

We acknowledge God’s freedom and grace. Though we are unworthy, the Lord has made us his 

own in Christ. God has chosen us as his servants for the sake of the world and destined us to be his 

daughters and sons, giving us love and life, calling us to worship and honor him.  
 

Offering 
 

Offertory                                               Pax Vobiscum                                      Henry Button          
 

Doxology 
                 

Prayer of Dedication 
 
All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn                           Faith of Our Fathers                                  ST CATHERINE 
This Hymn was Selected as a Favorite in Our Recent Poll 

 

Faith of our fathers! We will love Both friend and foe in all our strife, 

And preach thee, too, as love knows how By kindly words and virtuous life: 

Faith of our fathers, holy faith! We will be true to thee till death. 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                    Now in the Name of God We Go                  Helmut Walcha   

************************************************************************* 

 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

The mystery of 

being chosen. 

The Buck-in-a-

Basket helps meet 

unbudgeted needs. 

This month we 

support PLC 

scholarships. 

 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

                                Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER:  Judy Clark 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Lacy Magre,  

alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass, Jeremiah Simpson, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, April 3:  Isaiah 43:16–21; Psalm 126;  

Philippians 3:4b–14; John 12:1–8. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Susan Thomison and Teri  

Polen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may  

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
TODAY: 

THIS MORNING OUR CONFIRMATION CLASS met with Session 

for a special breakfast in Fellowship Hall.  The elders read their statements  

of faith and had some conversation about their experience this year.  We  

look forward to this group completing this part of their faith journey on  

Easter Sunday, when they make their Public Declaration of Faith during  

worship  (And everyone note:  our faith journeys never stop – we  

continue to grow our whole lives - there's no 'graduating'). 
 

VISIT THE TABLE ON THE LANDING and pray for peace!  You will find doves, scissors, coloring materials.  Please 

cut out a dove, write or draw a prayer and leave in the basket.  We will hang these 'prayer doves' as a reminder of the prayers 

and our need to pray for our world.  Questions?  See Leslee Kirkconnell.  
 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS is on break this morning. They will resume by zoom next week.  The class returns to in-

person on April 24.      
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS:  Coffee Fellowship is 8:30, Sunday School is 9, Worship is 10:30am.  Join us and invite a friend! 

 

 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 
Sunday Sexton                      Sarah Parkerson 
  

 

  Calendar 
Sunday, March 27 

8:30 a.m.      Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.     Sunday School 

9:00 a.m.     Confirmand Breakfast 

10:00 a.m.    Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

5:00 p.m.      Youth Group (offsite) 

    Monday, March 28 
         9:00 a.m.      GOD/DOG is Love   

         7:00 p.m.      7 Days to Glory 

    Tuesday, March 29  
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

    Wednesday, March 30 

         7:00 a.m.       Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         4:00 p.m.       Lenten Study – F. Hall 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

    Friday, April 1 

  7:30 a.m.       Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Cathey Green, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, 

David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 
 

 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com


COFFEE & CONVERSATION CLASS has completed their read through the ENTIRE BIBLE!  Begun several years ago, 

they read from Genesis 1-Revelation 22.  This has deepened their knowledge and their faith.  NOW they are beginning a new 

study of Liturgy of the Ordinary - Sacred Practices in Everyday Life by Tish Harrison Warren.  YOU are welcome to join the 

group-meets in room 202 each Sunday at 9am!  Need a book? See Leslee Kirkconnell.LitLiturgy of the Ordinary - Sacred 

Practices in Ordinary LifeLiturgy of the Ordinary - Sacred Practices in Ordinary Life 
 

NURSERY CARE is available on Sunday mornings.  9-10:15 for children up to 3; from 10:15 to end of worship up to age 4 

(pre-K).  Please note masks continue to be required by all in the Children's Center (if over 2).   
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC meets every Sunday, 10:00am  in the Children's Music Room (next to the History room).  All 

children age 3 and up are welcome.   
 

ARE YOU IN A SMALL GROUP? Check out the options: https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups  Don't see something you 

want, we will help launch your group!  Contact Mary Evans.   

 

COMING UP: 

LENTEN STUDY  Join us in Lent on Wednesday nights for a Lenten study based on Hamilton, the musical! Each week 

will feature Bible study and prayer, and clips of songs from the play! At 4:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. March 30: We’ll 

Bleed and Fight for You: Love and Sacrifice; April 6: The Story of Tonight: Hope and Courage through Adversity. 
 

SEVEN DAYS TO GLORY:  HOLY WEEK.  Join Leslee Kirkconnell in a Lenten exploration of the last week of Jesus' 

life in the Gospel of Mark.  Continues Mondays through April 18, 7pm by zoom. Videos are posted to our website and 

Facebook for those who can't make the class.   
 

SUNDAY CIRCLE DATES  The April meeting will be on April 24th and the May meeting will be on May 15th. Please 

note the change from the usual schedule. 
 

SATURDAY MEALS:  April 2 is our date to prep and serve.  We need 11 drivers and 10 inside volunteers, plus bread pick 

up at Panera.  Please contact Judy Clark, 270-779-1600 or judy068clark@outlook.com.  
 

OUR EASTER EGG HUNT is always great fun for children up to 5th Grade.  We gather at the home of Sandy Franklin 

(1740 Greenview Lane), have our infamous cake walk, games, art activities and *the* egg hunt.  Separate areas for preschool 

and elementary.  10:30am on Saturday April 16.  In the event of rain, we will gather at the church.  INVITE YOUR 

FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS! 
 

OTHER NEWS: 

GOODIES NEEDED!  Our Easter Egg Hunt is April 16 - we need individually wrapped candy.  Please bring to the office 

for David or Leslee by April 10.  We also need individual (wrapped) baked goods for our cake walk - those should be brought 

April 14-15 only.    
 

AT OUR RECENT TRI-PRESBYTERY event we had copies of Bruce Reyes-Chow's newest book, In Defense of Kindness 

(Why it Matters, How It Changes Our Lives, and How It Can Save the World).  Extra copies are available for $10 - see Leslee 

or contact the office. 
 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE MEMBERS PERFORM in WKU’s Little Women: Autumn Stolle as Meg March, Chris 

Miller as Mr. Lawrence and Jeremiah Simpson as Mr. March/The Knight/Ensemble. Dr. R. Wayne Pope will conduct. Visit 

wku.showare.com to purchase or available at the door.  April 1 – 3 at Van Meter Auditorium (Friday & Saturday at 7:30pm, 

Sunday at 2:00pm) Adults $20 / Students & Seniors (62+) $16 
 

A TPC MEMBERS EXHIBIT of artwork is on display in our church gallery in the fellowship hall.  Contributors are Ann 

Covington, Myra Dwyer, Mark Hendershot, Doug Humphrey, Nancy Keyser, Arnie Petrus, Alan Reeves, Sheila Reeves, Bud 

Schlinker, Joe McFarland, and Diane Simmons.  The exhibit will hang until March 31. 
 

LAY READERS A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, 

please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 
 

PEW PADS  We remind those in attendance to please sign our pew pads. It assists us with attendance and keeping up with 

our members and visitors. 

 

 

https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups
mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
http://wku.showare.com/?fbclid=IwAR3FnxgBuKkWQTafq6OxuT7iWe9HCWmdpt2zPbGaViXYtizEkilbJZ5ZzNk
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

