
 

                                                       
                                                                                                                           Lazarus 

                                                                                                                          Laura James                                                                                                           

 

 

 

T h e  F i f t h  S u n d a y  o f  L e n t   

                  Se r v i c e  f o r  th e  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

March 26, 2023 
 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Chiming of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

                     

Prelude                                  LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN                          Raymond Haan 

O Christ our hope, our heart’s desire, creation’s mighty Lord,  

redeemer of the fallen world, by holy love outpoured. 
                  
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Leader: The Lord has lifted me; helped me; brought me up from the Place of the Dead. 

 People:   Give thanks to the Lord! God’s anger is but for a moment, God’s favor for  

               a lifetime. Weeping may fill the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

 Leader:   To you, Lord, I have cried. You have turned mourning into dancing. 

 People:  So, my soul praises you and will not be silent. O Lord, my God, I will give 

thanks to you forever.                                                                                                Psalm 30 
                             
Hymn 805                                       Come Sing to God                                      ELLACOMBE     

                                                         First and Last Verses        
 

Call to Confession 
 

 

 

Jesus welcomes the 

man Lazarus back 

to life by saying 

“Unbind [his grave 

clothes] and let 

him go!” 

What needs to be 

unbound in your 

life? 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We are honest 

about the troubles 

we face, and  

about the saving, 

rescuing work that 

God does, turning 

the weeping of the 

night into the joy  

of the morning. 

 



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Almighty God, our Redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your messengers of 

forgiveness and hope. Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that we may follow your commands and 

proclaim your reign of love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, in God, now and forever. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Response Hymn 572                 Lord Have Mercy Upon Us                                         KYRIE 
 

                 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

                  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

                      Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Passing of the Peace 
God in Christ has commissioned us with the message of reconciliation. 

 

Hearing the Word 
All Sit  

Prayer for Illumination   
 

Psaltery Reading:                                                                                                      Psalm 30 

I exalt you, LORD, because you pulled me up; you didn’t let my enemies celebrate over me. 

LORD, my God, I cried out to you for help, and you healed me. 

LORD, you brought me up from the grave, brought me back to life from among those 

going down to the pit. 

You who are faithful to the LORD, sing praises to him; give thanks to his holy name! 

His anger lasts for only a second, but his favor lasts a lifetime. 

Weeping may stay all night, but by morning, joy! 

When I was comfortable, I said, “I will never stumble.” 

Because it pleased you, LORD, you made me a strong mountain. 

But then you hid your presence. I was terrified. 

I cried out to you, LORD. I begged my Lord for mercy: 

“What is to be gained by my spilled blood, by my going down into the pit? 

Does dust thank you? Does it proclaim your faithfulness? 

LORD, listen and have mercy on me! LORD, be my helper!” 

You changed my mourning into dancing. You took off my funeral clothes and dressed me 

up in joy so that my whole being might sing praises to you and never stop. 

LORD, my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 

 

Anthem                                    O Love That Will Not Let Me Go                        Clyde Tipton     

 
Remain Seated 

Gospel Reading                                                                                  John 11, selected verses 

Lazarus, was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. (This  

was the Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped his feet with her hair. Her 

brother Lazarus was ill.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, saying, “Lord, the one whom you 

love is ill.” When he heard this, Jesus said, “This illness isn’t fatal. It’s for the glory of God 

so that God’s Son can be glorified through it.”   

 

 

Psalm 30 is a 

testimony of 

gratitude. At one 

time, the Psalmist 

prayed in lament, 

but now has felt 

God’s deliverance. 

In the center of the 

Psalm is this 

timeless wisdom: 

“God’s anger lasts 

only for a second, 

but God’s favor 

lasts a lifetime.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus, the hopeful 

one! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Response Hymn 796                 We Come to You for Healing, Lord             LAND OF REST 
                                                               First and Second Verses 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died. For your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there so that 

you can believe. Let’s go to him.” Then Thomas said to the other disciples, “Let us go too so 

that we may die with Jesus.” When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 

the tomb for four days.  Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

wouldn’t have died. Even now I know that whatever you ask God, God will give you.” Jesus 

said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even 

though they die.  Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” She replied, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son, the one who is 

coming into the world.”  

 

Response Hymn 250                  In the Bulb There Is a Flower                              PROMISE 
       First Verse Only 

When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” When Jesus saw her crying and the Jews 

who had come with her crying also, he was deeply disturbed and troubled.  He asked, 

“Where have you laid him?” They replied, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to cry. The 

Jews said, “See how much he loved him!”  Jesus was deeply disturbed again when he came 

to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone covered the entrance. Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said, “Lord, the smell will be awful! He’s been dead four 

days.” Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?”  Jesus 

shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  The dead man came out, his feet bound and 

his hands tied, and his face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him 

go.”  

 

Response Hymn 795          Healer of Our Every Ill             HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL 
                                                      First and Second Verses 

Then the chief priests and Pharisees said, “What are we going to do?  One of them, 

Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, told them, “You don’t see that it is better for you 

that one man die for the people rather than the whole nation be destroyed.”  He didn’t say 

this on his own. As high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus would soon die for the 

nation— and not only for the nation. Jesus would also die so that God’s children scattered 

everywhere would be gathered together as one. From that day on they plotted to kill him. 

Sermon                               We Can’t Measure How Jesus Heals             Matthew Covington 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 797        We Cannot Measure How You Heal     YE BANKS AND BRAES                  
First Verse Only 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 

       I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.   Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ 

Creed reflects the 

beliefs of the 

Apostles of the 

church. 

Jesus, the 

Resurrection and 

the Life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus, by whom 

believers will see 

God’s glory! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus, holy 

sacrifice! 



 

 

All Sit 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

The Offering 
 

Offertory               Holy God, We Praise Thy Name/Blessed Assurance             I. Franz/P.P. Knapp 
                                      Emily Chambers, violin     Wayne Pope, guitar 

 
All Stand  

Doxology  
                     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

       

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 797    We Cannot Measure How You Heal      YE BANKS AND BRAES                  
Last Verse Only 

         
Benediction 

 

Postlude                                                  Benedictus                                         Raymond Haan            
**************************************************************************        

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

What seems like a 

“second offering” is 

actually called Buck 

in a Basket. This 

offering is taken 

twice a month (on 

the second and 

fourth Sundays) as  

a way of funding 

unbudgeted needs. 

For March, we 

support scholarships 

for the Preschool 

Learning Center. 

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, 

Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 

2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, 

Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to 

our website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made 

from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


                              

                             Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin,   

                                                     Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Wayne Hendrix 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet Bruno  

Sanchez, Barbara Solberg-Hale 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY April 2:   

Liturgy of the Palms: Matthew 21:1–11; Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29. 

Liturgy of the Passion: Isaiah 50:4–9a; Psalm 31:9–16; Philippians  

2:5–11; Matthew 26:14—27:66 or Matthew 27:11–54. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Kathy Higgins and  

Kim Ferguson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our  

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:   

270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

THE EATING OUT GROUP will resume today, March 26 and will  

meet at Rafferty's, 1939 Scottsville Road after worship. 
 

SUNDAY EATING OUT GROUP - Join us at Rafferty's, 1939 

Scottsville Road, after worship this today. Everyone is welcome! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES at 9:15am  
-LENTEN CLASS – Bible Study Class “He Set His Face to Go to Jerusalem” – In the Conference Room, during Lent 

-THE COFFEE AND CONVERSATIONS class will be reading  

“24 Hours that Changed the World” by Adam Hamilton  

-YOUTH CLASS – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor   

-PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S classes – downstairs 

 

COMING UP:  

A NEW SMALL GROUP is being planned for people who would like to play bridge for fun. Charlotte Prow is a certified 

bridge teacher and is offering to teach beginners as well as those wanting to improve their game. Four friends and a standard 

deck of cards is all that is needed. A study at the University of California Berkeley found that playing bridge helps maintain 

mental sharpness and boosts the immune system.  Fun social interactions, mental challenge, and health benefits--what could 

be better? Please contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans to express your interest. 
 

LENTEN WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER AND STUDY  Come for some good food and a wonderful study of the classic 

poem/sermons of James Weldon Johnson (God's Trombones). Final evening this year is this Wednesday the 29th.  Beginning 

at 6:15 PM on Wednesdays during Lent. 
 

WEDNESDAY LENTEN DINNER  Tim and Linda Leigh are planning the menu for our last Lenten Dinner of the season, 

on March 29. You can look forward to an Italian meal featuring pasta with roasted tomatoes, spinach and basil sauce (gluten free 

and vegan) or meatballs and sauce, salad, bread, and brownies. 
 

COMMUNITY WORSHIP  The community worship service downtown returns this year (on Tuesday April 4th) of Holy 

Week, to be held at Christ Episcopal Church at noon. All are welcome! 

  

MAUNDY THURSDAY   Please join us during Holy Week for our Maundy Thursday service on Thursday, April 6th.            

A meal will be served at 6:15pm to be followed by the worship service at 7:00pm. 
  

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP We invite you to come at Noon on Good Friday, April 7th for a service in our Sanctuary.  

 

 

 
 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 26 
     8:30 a.m.        Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.    Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

12:00 p.m.     Eating Out Group 

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

   Monday, March 27 
         9:00 a.m.      GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, March 28 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

         5:00 p.m.       Art Board 

   Wednesday, March 29 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         4:00 p.m.       Presbyterian Cooking Club 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

         6:15 p.m.       Lenten Dinner 

         7:00 p.m.       Lenten Worship 

   Friday, March 31 

         7:30 a.m.      Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 

 

    

 

 

   

 



 

 

OTHER NEWS:  

EMILY CHAMBERS, CHILDREN’S MUSIC DIRECTOR is headed for Spain! Emily is in her pre-professional semester 

at WKU and will be completing her student teaching in Barcelona, Spain as part of a study abroad. Emily has brought 

enthusiasm and verve to our children’s music program through song, percussion and even the ukulele. Recently engaged to 

Murphy Kilgore, 2022 WKU graduate now pursuing a master’s degree in electrical engineering at Washington University in 

St. Louis, Emily will relocate to St. Louis upon graduating from WKU this spring. As she departs for Spain this week she will 

conclude her work with our children for this year and is looking for a music education position in St. Louis. When asked if 

there were anything else she wanted us to know Emily replied, “That I have truly enjoyed my time at the church!” Thank you, 

Emily, for all you have done for our children and our church family. God be with you. 
 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC – To round out our “academic” calendar, Beth Pope has volunteered to do some work with the children 

and is working with the parents on dates in April. Parents please look for texts and emails concerning the Sunday morning 

Children’s Music.  

  

SATURDAY MEALS  All-Church Saturday is April 8th. We need volunteers for drivers and inside help. Because you all are 

so awesome, I’m sure we can get four people. So, let me know as soon as possible so I can inform Dianne. Thank you everyone 

for being so thoughtful about this. -Lovelyn Williams (ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com; or send a text to 619-368-2103) 
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and look 

forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)  

Hymn Sing Group – will meet March 22 at 4:00pm in the Sanctuary 

Presbyterian Cooking Club – Thursdays in our kitchen, 4:00pm, during the Lenten Season 
   
LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, please 

visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 

 

CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH is planning their Spring community giveaway.  It will be held in  

April (date tba). If you have items to donate, you may contact Lovelyn Williams at Cecelia:  270/935-5110 (msg) or 

ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com.  They will be glad to pick up items, or make arrangements to meet at their church where 

people can drop things off.   

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

  

mailto:ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com
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