
                                                                  

                                                            

T h e  F o u r t h  S u n d a y  o f  L e n t   

                  Se r v i c e  f o r  th e  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

March 22, 2020 
 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

 

Sounding of the Chimes 

 

Prelude                                           Jesus, Lover of My Soul              S.B. Marsh/arr. L. Grant 

                                                              Beth Pope, piano 
 

Welcome 

                     

Call To Worship 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. The fruit of the light is found in  

all that is good and right and true. Let us worship God. 
 

Hymn                                   Come, Now is the Time to Worship                      Brian Doerksen 

  

Come, now is the time to worship. 

Come, now is the time To give your heart. 

Come, just as you are to worship. 

Come, just as you are Before your God. 

Come. 

 

One day every Tongue will confess 

You are God. 

One day every knee will bow,  

Still the greatest treasure Remains for those 

Who gladly choose You now. 
   

 

 

 

 

When Samuel 

anoints David to be 

king over Israel, it 

throws the 

community into 

crisis. Saul is 

already king! God 

speaks into the 

crisis with 

characteristic 

creativity. David is 

the last of Jesse’s 

sons. God is clearly 

doing something 

new.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The call to worship 

gives us a “before 

and after” picture 

of ourselves. Once 

we were darkness, 

but now we are 

called to light. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison) 
Lord God, we pray that you will speak into the chaos of these days. The threat of illness makes 

us fearful. Isolation plays on our anxieties. Loneliness makes us self-centered. We confess that 

we are not at our best in a crisis. 

Forgive us for our errors, our mis-placed values, our fear of one another; and bless us to 

believe in your healing, rescuing love. We pray in thanksgiving and in hope, because we belong 

to Jesus Christ. Amen 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination   

 

Reading for the First Covenant                                              I Samuel 16:1-13 
Samuel Anoints the Shepherd, David, to be King 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How 

can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, 

and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 

you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel 

did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 

him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 

sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 

sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 

Anthem                                   Come Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing               Robert Robinson 

                                       Beth Pope, soprano        Wayne Pope, guitar 

                        
All Stand                                                  
Gospel Reading                                                                                           Matthew 25:31-40 

Jesus Identifies with the Least and Lost 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 

the throne of his glory.  Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 

sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will 

answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you…And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I 

tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 

did it to me.’ 

 

Sermon                                Feeling Lowly—For a Change!                   Matthew Covington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Observe how much 

suspense is created, 

by having all seven 

of Jesse’s sons 

paraded forward 

before the eighth 

son, David, is 

selected. When, at 

last we are told, 

“It’s David!” we  

are eager to see 

what other new 

and surprising 

things God will do.  

 

 

 

 

We have accepted 

the invitation for 

our denomination 

to become a 

“Matthew 25 

Church.” What will 

happen? What 

changes are 

coming? How will 

we recognize Jesus 

in the least and the 

lost? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.           
 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Anthem                             Sit Down, Servant           Traditional Spiritual/arr. Larry Shackley 

                      Wayne Pope, baritone          Beth Pope, piano 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                     All Hail the Power of Jesus Name           Oliver Holden/arr. Jack Huff 

                                                     Beth Pope, piano 

**************************************************************************        
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! For more information  

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email our church office. 

www.bgpres.org 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Jenni Meredith 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

The Apostles’ 

Creed is the most 

widely-known 

creed. It 

represents a unity 

of doctrine in 

Christians 

churches 

throughout the 

world. 

 



 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Regarding the threat to our Community posed by the novel Coronavirus: 

The Session of The Presbyterian Church met on March 12 and decided unanimously to suspend all programs of worship, 

Sunday school, and other meetings until further notice. 
 

This includes everything except outreach activities (Food Pantry and Churches United in Christ Help Ministry).  The Church 

Office remains open.  
 

Consequently-- We will not gather for worship in the sanctuary today (March 22). The service will be live-streamed, 

beginning at 10:30 A.M. on the Church website:   www.bgpres.org. 
 

The Session intends that the upcoming period of paused activity at the church will actually be a blessing.  There are many ways 

for us to be in touch. We will livestream the worship services. We may call you on the phone. We will re-develop some other 

communications to help keep you up to date.  Our pausing of activities reflects our concern for the whole Bowling Green 

community. We believe that, by limiting exposure, we can help slow down the rate of infection, and protect us all from a "worst 

case scenario."  Remember that our office will remain open for now. Please call us if you have a need, or if you become aware 

of someone else who would appreciate a pastoral visit.   270-843-4707 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to            

the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and 

Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

 

                   Announcements (continued) 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    
 
 

LECTIONARY FOR NEXT SUNDAY, March 29: Ezekiel 37:1-14; 

 Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45. 
 

TODAY: 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Rider Allen. Deacons  

assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may contact 

them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

LAY READER SIGNUP  The church has created a signup sheet online for people who are willing to serve as Lay Reader on 

an upcoming Sunday. You may check the signup and choose an empty slot on a date of your preference. Lay Reader information 

and instructions will be emailed on Fridays for that weekend’s reader.  Please consider offering to read on a Sunday to help in 

worship!  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E49ACAC23A7FF2-layreaders   We will continue to take names for lay 

readers, in preparation for the time when we can resume sanctuary worship. Until we do have worship in the sanctuary again, 

lay readers on the list will not need to participate in the abbreviated livestream service. 
 

FAITH FORMATION IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC  We cannot come together in person for the time being.  That's hard, 

but does not mean our faith life takes a vacation!  Your staff is working to provide resources through our website and Facebook 

page to help you.  If you need things mailed directly, please let us know!  Each week families with children will receive an 

email with resources for Sunday school and worship.  Let us know if you aren't getting materials and want them!   
 

BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER.  The Christian Education Ministry is in the process of setting up small groups as well as a 

closed Facebook group.  If you are interested in joining, contact Mary Evans or Leslee Kirkconnell. (And if you aren't reading 

through the Bible yet, it is NEVER too late to start!) 
 

COMING UP:  
JOIN US ONLINE FOR WEDNESDAY WORSHIP EACH WEEK DURING LENT.  LIVESTREAMING ONLY 

6:05pm in the Sanctuary.  
 

OUR EASTER EGG HUNT will happen, it just probably won't be on April 11!  We will need individually wrapped 

candy for that.  You can drop off at the office. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

TORNADO RESPONSE Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is on the ground in Tennessee helping affected 

communities.   Extra donations are helpful - you can give a check to the church memo PDA Tornado or give on-line at:  

https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/tennessee-tornadoes/. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 22 

10:30 a.m.    Worship 

                         Livestream only 

Tuesday, March 24 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, March 25 

6:05 p.m.  Lenten Worship 

                         Livestream only 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E49ACAC23A7FF2-layreaders
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