
                                            
…if it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not you can cut it down. 

                                                                                                                     Luke 13:9 

 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

 

March 20, 2022 

The Third Sunday of Lent 

 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

     

Prelude                                             If Thou Art Near                                            J. S. Bach                                             

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship                                                                                         

Why forsake the Lord, the fount of living water, choosing broken cups that  

cannot be filled? 

All who come may take this gift. They will thirst no more. 

Ho, all who thirst, come now to the water! All whose souls are parched and weary,  

come and drink! 

Let us worship God!                                                                                (Isaiah 55:1 adapted)  

 

Opening Hymn 840                       It Is Well with My Soul                      VILLE DU HAVRE 
This Hymn Was Selected as a Favorite in the Recent Poll of Our Congregation  

First Verse Only 
When peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say it is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well (it is well), with my soul (with my soul), 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Young 

Worshipers: 

What would you 

do if you had a 

fruit tree that 

never had any 

fruit on it?  

What if you loved 

the tree very 

much; would you 

give it another 

year to see if fruit 

would grow? 

God loves us very 

much. God wants 

us to do our best. 

God wants it so 

much, that God is 

willing to give us 

more time, and a 

second chance. 

Do your best! But 

count on God to 

help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Call to 

Worship 

expresses our joy 

in being in God’s 

presence. We are 

being refreshed 

and renewed, like 

thirsty souls 

receiving a drink; 

like barren trees 

being watered, so 

that we may be 

full of fruit. 



 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Lenten Confession                                                                         
 

Gracious God, let us learn the lesson of Jesus’ parable of the barren fig tree, that 

you are gracious, patient, and forgiving with us, even while we fail you. Forgive us for 

all the times we have been hesitant, weak, and unproductive! Forgive us for all the 

ways we fail to respond to your loving care. Give us time for repentance. Help us 

amend our lives, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn 817        We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight                DUNLAP’S CREEK      
                                                                   

                              Help then, O Lord, our unbelief: 

     And may our faith abound 

                       To call on You when You are near 

                   And seek where You are found.  
 

Passing of the Peace 

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as his reconciling community.  This 

community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation and 

shares his labor of healing the enmities which separates humankind from God and from 

each others.                                                                                  The Book of Confessions 9.31 

 
All may sit                                          

A Time with Young Disciples                                                                  Leslee Kirkconnell 

 

Hearing the Word 

Prayer for Illumination 

      

Old Testament Reading  (Responsive)                                                             Isaiah 55:1-9 
Promises of Pardon for All to Come, Listen, and Seek the Lord 

    

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Are 

you penniless? Come anyway—buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that 

which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what 

is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Eat only the best, fill yourselves with only the finest! 

Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting 

covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. Sure, solid, enduring love, and a witness to the nations! 

See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall 

call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the 

Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. The Holy One of Israel has honored 

you! 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; Seek the Lord while God is 

here, pray to God while God is close at hand! 

Let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that 

he may have mercy on them. Let them come back to God, who is merciful, come back to our God, 

who is lavish with forgiveness. 

For God will abundantly pardon us. 

 

Anthem                                   My Song is Love Unknown                                  John Ireland               
 

The peace we offer 

is the peace we 

have received by 

being forgiven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here, Isaiah  

is writing to 

encourage people 

about their return 

from exile. 

Forgiven and 

newly hopeful, the 

people join in this 

famous hymn of 

joy and triumph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                   Luke 13:1-9 
                                        Lessons of Repentance and New Life 

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 

had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered 

in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 

will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—

do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you;          

but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”  Then he told this parable: “A man had a  

fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the 

gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. 

Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until         

I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can             

cut it down.’” 
 

All Sit 

Sermon                                   Can Faith be Measured in Figs?             Matthew Covington 

 
All Stand 

Response Hymn 435            There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy                IN BABILONE 
Both Verses 

 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea; 

there's a kindness in God’s justice which is more than liberty. 

 

There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heaven. 

There is no place where earth's failings have such gracious judgement given. 

 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. 

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

 

If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s Word,  

and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                          From: A Declaration of Faith 3.1 
God chose one people for the sake of all. To the world in its rebellion and alienation God 

promised blessing and restoration. The Lord chose Abraham and his descendants as bearers of that 

promise for all… 

We acknowledge God’s freedom and grace. Though we are unworthy, the Lord has made us his 

own in Christ. God has chosen us as his servants for the sake of the world and destined us to be his 

daughters and sons, giving us love and life, calling us to worship and honor him. 
 

All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory                                            Cheer Thee, My Soul                                    J. S. Bach                       
 

Doxology  
                 

Prayer of Dedication 

It is by God’s 

choice and not by 

our own goodness 

that we are made 

daughters and 

sons of God. 

The call for 

repentance is 

timely during 

Lent. Is our 

repentance 

adequate?  

We need the help 

of God in Christ, 

who is like a 

gardener, 

protecting us, 

feeding us, and 

giving us more 

time. 

 

The Buck-in-a-

Basket supports 

PLC scholarships. 

 

 



 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 816               If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee   
                                                                                            First and Last Verses             WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 
 

If thou but trust in God to guide thee, with hopeful heart through all thy ways,  

God will give strength, whate'er betide thee, and bear thee through the evil days. 

Who trusts in God's unchanging love builds on the rock that nought can move. 
 

Sing, pray, and swerve not from God's ways, but do thine own part faithfully; 

trust the rich promises of grace, so shall they be fulfilled in thee. 

God never yet forsook at need the soul secured by trust indeed. 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                       Prelude in E minor                                             J. S. Bach                       

************************************************************************* 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! For more 

information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email our church office.    

www.bgpres.org 

 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 
Sunday Sexton                      Sarah Parkerson 
  

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                          Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER:  Joe McFarland 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Lacy Magre,  

alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass, Jeremiah Simpson, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, March 27:  Joshua 5:9–12; Psalm 32;  

2 Corinthians 5:16–21; Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32. 

 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Judy Whitson and Robert  

Byrd. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may  

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

THANK YOU to Kenny Crocker, who served as acolyte last Sunday. 
 

TODAY: 

CONFIRMATION CLASS has their final class this afternoon.  Next  

week they will meet with the Session at 9am in Fellowship Hall for a  

special breakfast.  We look forward to Easter when they will make their  

public declaration of faith.  
 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS continues by zoom. Current discussion is around how we know God exists and the 

various ideas/arguments philosophers make.  Videos will be posted following class for any who can't join live.  Zoom links 

will be available on Thursday prior and also on our website. Class will break on March 27. 
 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING for this first quarter (January-March) will be sent to a mission that our children 

choose.  Each quarter one group will decide where to send these funds.  January-March is our children, April, May and 

September our youth decide, and October, November, December our adults. Thank you for your gifts to help others!   

 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION CLASS has completed their read through the ENTIRE BIBLE!  Begun several years ago, 

the class has read from Genesis 1-Revelation 22.  Their reading and discussion has deepened their Bible knowledge and 

faith.  The class is beginning a new study/discussion of the book Liturgy of the Ordinary - Sacred Practices in Ordinary Life 

by Tish Harrison Warren.  They meet in room 202 at 9am on Sunday mornings.   
 

COMING UP: 

LENTEN STUDY  Join us in Lent on Wednesday nights for a Lenten study based on Hamilton, the musical! Each week 

will feature Bible study and prayer, and clips of songs from the play! At 4:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. March 23: The 

Unimaginable: Forgiveness and Redemption; March 30: We’ll Bleed and Fight for You: Love and Sacrifice; April 6: The 

Story of Tonight: Hope and Courage through Adversity 

  

SEVEN DAYS TO GLORY:  HOLY WEEK.  Join Leslee Kirkconnell in a Lenten exploration of the last week of Jesus' 

life in the Gospel of Mark.  Continues Mondays through April 11, 7pm by zoom.  The link will be available on our website 

in addition to emailed out.  Videos will be posted following class.   

 

 

 

 

 

  Calendar 
Sunday, March 20 

8:30 a.m.      Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.     Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.    Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

1:00 p.m.      Christian Ed. (Zoom) 

3:30 p.m.      Confirmation Class 

5:00 p.m.      Youth Group 

    Monday, March 14 

         9:00 a.m.      GOD/DOG is Love   

         7:00 p.m.      7 Days to Glory 

    Tuesday, March 15  
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

    Wednesday, March 16 

         7:00 a.m.       Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         4:00 p.m.       Lenten Study – F. Hall 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

    Friday, March 18 
  7:30 a.m.       Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Cathey Green, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, 

David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 
 

 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com


 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL WILL BE CLOSED NEXT SUNDAY.  Coffee fellowship will be available in the lobby.  Our 

Confirmation Class will be meeting with our session at 9:00am for a time of sharing and the space is reserved for that 

time.  Thank you for understanding! 
 

SUNDAY CIRCLE DATES  The April meeting will be on April 24th and the May meeting will be on May 15th. Please 

note the change from the usual schedule. 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT will be April 16 - we need individually wrapped candy for our hunt.  Please bring to the office for 

David or Leslee.   
 

LAY READERS A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, 

please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 
 

SATURDAY MEALS:  April 2 is our date to prep and serve.  We need 11 drivers and 10 inside volunteers, plus bread pick 

up at Panera.  Please contact Judy Clark, 270-779-1600 or judy068clark@outlook.com 
 

CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY  The Properties committee is rescheduling the church clean-up day. We’d still like a large 

group of volunteers willing to help clean and better organize portions of the building in need of some work. Look for a new 

signup genius coming soon. 
 

OTHER NEWS: 

VISIT THE TABLE ON THE LANDING and pray for peace!  You will find doves, scissors, coloring materials.  Please 

cut out a dove, write or draw a prayer and leave in the basket.  We will hang these 'prayer doves' as a reminder of the prayers 

and our need to pray for our world.  Questions?  See Leslee Kirkconnell.  
 

A TPC MEMBERS EXHIBIT of artwork is on display in our church gallery in the fellowship hall.  Contributors are Ann 

Covington, Myra Dwyer, Mark Hendershot, Doug Humphrey, Nancy Keyser, Arnie Petrus, Alan Reeves, Sheila Reeves, Bud 

Schlinker, Joe McFarland, and Diane Simmons.  The exhibit will hang until March 31. 
 

AT OUR RECENT TRI-PRESBYTERY event we had copies of Bruce Reyes-Chow newest book, In Defense of Kindness 

(Why It Matters, How It Changes Our Lives, and How It Can Save the World) for all registrants.  Extra copies are available 

for $10 - see Leslee or contact the office. 
 

ARE YOU IN A SMALL GROUP? Check out the options:  https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups    Sign up sheets are on 

the table on the landing as well.  Have an idea for one?  Contact Mary Evans.  

 

NURSERY CARE IS AVAILABLE for children birth-4 (pre-k) during worship.  Masks are required still in the Children's 

Center by all 2 and over.   
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