
 

     
 

T h e  F i r s t  S u n d a y  o f  L e n t   

                  Se r v i c e  f o r  th e  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

March 1, 2020 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                   Mike Kanan 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                                 Communion                                       Charles Callahan 
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 
Lent is forty days. 

In Noah’s day, the rain fell for forty and nights and the waters covered the face of the earth. 

Lead us, O Lord, from death to life. 

In Moses day, the people wandered for forty years, seeking the land of God’s promise. Lead us, O 

Lord, from death to life. 

Moses spent forty days on the mountain, learning the commandments of God. Lead us, O 

Lord, from death to life. 

Elijah traveled forty days in the wilderness to hear the voice of God in the still small voice. Lead us, 

O Lord, from death to life. 

Jonah cried out to the people of Nineveh: repent, or in forty days you will perish. Lead us, O 

Lord, from death to life. 

Jesus fasted and prayed for forty days and was tested by the devil. Lead us, O Lord, from death to life. 

For the wages of sin is death, but Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 
 

Hymn 166                 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days                       ST. FLAVIAN 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison) 
Lord, as we set aside these forty days and commit ourselves to repentance, give us grace to see 

through to Easter. Our sin is overcome by your goodness on that day! But we are not there yet. 

Hear our confession: We have strayed from you. We have turned aside from your way. We are 

misled by pride. We have failed in love, neglected justice, and ignored the truth. 

We pray to be forgiven. Return us to the paths of righteousness, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior. Lead us, O Lord, from death to life. Amen.  Silence for personal confession 

 

Declaration of the Good News 

At the initiative of 

our Deacons, the 

Session has 

approved our 

becoming a 

“Matthew 25” 

congregation. We 

will use the season 

of Lent to gain 

understanding of 

this biblical, 

missional 

opportunity. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The forty days of 

Lent connect us to 

the biblical 

message of God’s 

steadfast love and 

mercy. May our 

Lenten devotions 

renew our 

awareness of the 

life we are offered 

in Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

Confession during 

the Season of Lent 

has a special 

motivation. Our 

sorrow for sin 

prepares us to 

meet the Easter 

promise. 

 



 

Response Hymn 167         Forty Days and Forty Nights          AUS DER TIEFE RUFE ICH 

    Keep, O keep us, Sav-ior dear, ev-er con-stant by your side, 

    that with you we may ap-pear at the eter-nal Eas-ter-tide. 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

We greet the Lord by greeting one another in his name. 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Please sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

First Covenant Reading (Responsive)                                Genesis 49:1-28 (selected verses)                                                                       
Jacob (Israel) Blesses His Twelve Sons 

Jacob called for his sons and said: “Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in 

days to come. Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father Israel. 

“Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, the first sign of my strength, excelling in 

honor, excelling in power. Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer excel, for you went up 

onto your father’s bed, onto my couch and defiled it. 

“Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your 

father’s sons will bow down to you. You are a lion’s cub, Judah; you return from the prey, my 

son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The scepter 

will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,  until he to whom it belongs 

shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his. He will tether his donkey to a vine, his 

colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. 

His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk 
Dan will be a snake by the roadside, a viper along the path, that bites the horse’s heels.  

“Your father’s blessings are greater than the blessings of the ancient mountains, than the 

bounty of the age-old hills. Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, on the brow of the prince 

among his brothers. 

“Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he devours the prey, in the evening he divides the  

plunder.” 

All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said to them when he 

blessed them, giving each the blessing appropriate to him. 
 

Anthem                                          O Word of God Above                                Richard Benger  
                                                            Beth Pope, soprano 
                      
All Stand 
Gospel Reading                                                              Matthew 25: 31-46 (selected verses) 

The Great Judgment? Or an Invitation to Ministry? 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 

of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand 

and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed 

by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was 

hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me,  I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 

was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we 

saw you…? And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  Then he will say to those at his left hand, 

‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for 

I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 

stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison 

and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you…? Then 

he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 

not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

What is the nature 

of blessing? 

Are all blessings 

the same?  

Imagine: Whatever 

we have done, 

God’s blessing still 

comes to us.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note that the care 

that is required  

is quite specific  

to the need 

presented:   

the hungry, the 

thirsty, the 

stranger, naked, 

sick, imprisoned. 



 

All Sit  

Sermon                                        Counting Our Blessings                        Matthew Covington 
 

Responding 
 

All Stand 

Hymn 357                               The Days Are Surely Coming                        LLANGLOFFAN 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                       From The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.           
Please sit 

 

Offertory                                We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom                     MERLE’S TUNE 
                                                             TPC Youth Ensemble  

 

All Stand  

Doxology  

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Sealing the Word in the Sacrament 
 

All Sit 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Christ invites us all to this Feast.  

All are invited and all are welcome. Come, for the meal is ready! 
 

According to Luke, Jesus took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to expectant 

people who had been walking on the Emmaus Road.  Their eyes were opened and they 

recognized him.  This is the Lord’s Table.   
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise…  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining the song  

of the universal church and the heavenly choir. 
 

Hymn                                                      Sanctus                                          SANCTUS (Roff) 
                         (congregational response) 

       Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,  

       heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry.  

       Ho-san-na in the high-est.   

       Bless-ed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

       Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.                                                   

 

Communion Anthem                          How Beautiful                      Twila Paris/arr. B. Harlan 
 

 

Communion 

brings spiritual 

nourishment for 

our living as 

citizens of the 

Kingdom of God. 

On this day, when 

we count our 

blessings, it is 

good to taste and 

see that our Lord 

is here.  

With the saints in 

light and the saints 

around us here,  

we sing! 

 



 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

And all that is within me, 

Bless God’s holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

And forget not all God’s benefits.  Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

Hymn 366                            Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                              HYFRYDOL 
First and Last Verses Only 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                Trumpet Tune                                        Alfred Hollins                

**************************************************************************        

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out. Ushers will be  

standing by to help you find the information. Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by  

ministers, officers, and congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Jenni Meredith 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to            

the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Announcements 
 

USHERS:  Thomison and Polen families 

LAY READER:  Gilbert Calhoun 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    
 

 

LECTIONARY FOR NEXT SUNDAY, March 8:  Genesis 12: 

1–4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1–5, 13–17; John 3:1–17 or Matthew 17: 

1–9. 
 

FLOWERS AT THE COMMUNION TABLE are given to the  

glory of God, and are in honor of the 16th birthday of Caroline  

Wedge, and also in memory of the 20th birthday of Carol Wedge. The  

flowers are given by the Wedge family. 
 

TODAY: 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Cathey Green and 

Linda Leigh. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation.  

You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY IN CHURCH SCHOOL, WE BEGAN OUR LENTEN  

STUDY OF THE MATTHEW 25 INVITATION.  Rhondell Miller from HOTEL, INC., helped us understand the issues 

around systemic poverty.  Next Sunday we continue that discussion, with Judy Whitson leading.  (9:30am in the Conference 

Room) 
 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING FOR JANUARY – MARCH will be dedicated for our Youth to assemble Clean 

Up Buckets.  These buckets, used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service, help in times of disaster 

with some basic supplies to get started with clean up efforts.  Barbara Solberg-Hale is leading.  The cost of a clean up bucket 

is around $75, and dollars donated will allow the youth to purchase the necessary items.  Your generosity is much 

appreciated!  
 

JOIN US FOR WEDNESDAY WORSHIP EACH WEEK DURING LENT.  6:05pm in the Sanctuary (NO meal).   
 

ROOM IN THE INN meets every Thursday (through March 12).  Help is needed in some areas.  Please see the sign up 

sheets in the 10th Ave Lobby to find a time to help.  We have many faithful volunteers, but need YOU too!   
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC MEETS EACH WEEK.  Every Sunday, 9:00am in the Bell Room (across from the elevator).  All 

Kindergarten-6th Grade students are included and new voices are ALWAYS welcome.   
 

BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER. We are planning to launch some small groups as well as a closed Facebook group for those 

involved in reading through the Bible.  Come to the Fellowship Hall next Sunday, March 8, at 11:30 for a brief meeting to 

help us get organized.  See Mary Evans or Leslee Kirkconnell with questions. (And if you aren't reading through the Bible 

yet, it is NEVER too late to start!) 
 

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING:   Workshops for those whose work with children and youth are required every three 

years, along with a background check. For NEW officers, or any who have not attended a workshop:   Sunday March 1, 

11:30-2 (lunch included).  For those who were trained earlier (we are on a three year cycle, so 2017):  Monday March 2, 

6;00-8:00pm or Monday March 16 6:00-8:00pm.  All workshops meet in the Conference Room.  See Leslee Kirkconnell with 

questions.  And know those who need to attend will be (or have heard) from her already!  Anyone in the congregation is 

welcome to attend - the more who know, the lower our risk of any problems.   
 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne 

Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church 

Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen 

Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, 

Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 1 

8:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.     Children’s Music 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.    Worship 

11:30 a.m.  Safe Sanctuary training 

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group   

Monday, March 2   

   11:00 a.m.  Circle 3 

   5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit  
Tuesday, March 3 

11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Deacons 

Wednesday, March 4 

9:15 a.m.   Wed. Morning Circle 

5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir  

6:05 p.m.  Lenten Worship 

Thursday, March 5 
6:00 p.m.       Room in the Inn 

    

    

   

   

 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com


 

GROWING AND LEARNING:  Each week is an opportunity to grow in faith - and families are key to children's faith.  

During the Sunday School hour, our children and youth attend class to hear the Bible and learn to apply it to their lives.  

Parents can follow up and continue learning at home!   

Preschoolers heard about King Josiah, from 2 Kings 22:-23:23. Daniel was the story Kindergarten - 3rd grade students in 

Godly Play heard (Daniel 1-2).  4th and 5th Graders learned about prayer and in particular the Lord's Prayer from Matthew 

6:9-15.  PLEASE READ the scripture stories at home and ask your children what they heard.  Wonder together what God 

wants you to know and do because of these stories! If you need a good storybook, ask Leslee or visit our Children's Library-

we have a good selection.  Especially with younger children, a good Bible storybook is important!  
 

PLC UPDATE   We are still collecting donations for a love offering for Dana, who is now begun her new work as Executive 

Director of the Literacy Center in Franklin, KY.  Please mark your memo 'Dana Love Gift.'   
 

COMING UP:  
INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED CANDY NEEDED for our Easter Egg Hunt (Saturday April 11).  Please bring to the office 

for David or Leslee. 
 

HANDBELL WORKSHOP - Saturday March 14, 10:00-11:30am in the Bell Room (across from elevator).  For YOUTH 

AND ADULTS - any who want to see what ringing bells might be like.  No experience required and you don't need to be 

able to read music either.  Questions?  See Heather Kirkconnell.  BELL CHOIR REHEARSALS will resume 4:30-5:00pm 

on Sundays, beginning March 15, in preparation for Easter.   
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR MARCH will help our Food Pantry.  Even with your generous donations of dry goods, we 

always need funds to purchase canned goods and more.  Thank you for your continued generosity!   
 

CIRCLE 3 will meet on Monday, March 2nd at 11:00am at Village Manor. CIRCLE 6 will meet on Wednesday, March 4th 

at 9:30am at the home of Betty Jo Beard (1420 Euclid Ave. - Please note the change of date and time!) The SUNDAY 

MORNING CIRCLE will meet Sunday, March 8th at 9:45am.  CIRCLE 9 will meet on Monday, March 9th at 11:30am.  The 

TUESDAY EVENING CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, March 10th at 7:00pm.  The WEDNESDAY MORNING CIRCLE 

will meet on Wednesday, March 11th at 9:15am in the youth room. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

LIBRARY  During Month of March, books not usable to the Church Library and/or the outside library will be displayed on 

the double window in Fellowship Hall. Please take any you can use. Those not taken will be donated to City Library for their 

book sales. 
 

THE CURRENT ART EXHIBIT in the Fellowship Hall is from Arts for All KY. It is a non-profit organization that sends a 

call each year to Kentucky Schools requesting art by disabled students from grades K–12. Selected work is placed in a 

traveling exhibition throughout the state. The purpose of Arts for All is to encourage art and creativity among the state’s most 

vulnerable students. Works may be purchased with a $50.00 donation to the program.  For more information contact Delaire 

Rowe at 270-762-0023 or email programs@artsforallky.org.  

 

PLEASE CHECK THE KITCHEN FOR YOUR DISHES!  We are seeing a growing collection of items that are taking up 

needed space.  Please check to see if you might have something there.  Anything not claimed by the end of March will be 

donated to the Cecelia Church giveaway.  
 

MANY, MANY THANKS to so many of you who respond generously to requests for food for our church events.  Breakfast 

Casseroles prepared for the Holiday Market in early December have fed our Room in the Inn guests all winter long.  Though 

the intention was to sell these as a fundraiser for Habitat, our ministries are still served.  Baked goods left from Youth 

fundraisers were given as Christmas gifts to our shut-ins after Caroling.  These are just two examples of the wonderful way 

our church practices hospitality to those in our church family and those who have special needs.    

mailto:programs@artsforallky.org

