
 
 

        

Jesus said, as I am in the world, I am the light of the world” …And he spat on 

the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud in the man’s eyes, 

saying, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.”       John 9:5 

                                                                                                           

 

T h e  F o u r t h  S u n d a y  o f  L e n t   

                  Se r v i c e  f o r  th e  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

March 19, 2023 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Chiming of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

                     

Prelude                                             Ode to Joy                                   Ludwig von Beethoven 

                                               Chancel String Quartet 

 Chancel String Quartet:  Emily Chambers, violin; Aleka Chau, violin;  

 Srirangan Iyre, viola; Abby Krent, cello 
                  
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 
 

Leader: One thing I know, though I was once blind, now I see. 

People:   I needed to be led. The Lord has been my Shepherd, leading me in paths of 

righteousness. 

Leader:   Once I lived in darkness, but now—as a child of light, I see what is good and right and 

true. 

People:  Yes, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil, for the Lord is with me. 

Leader:   Jesus, Light of the World, open my eyes. 

People:   Light of the World, open our eyes.   
John 9:25, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8, John 9:5 

 

When Jesus heals a 

man who has been 

blind since his birth, 

it must have been 

like an explosion of 

color and light for 

the man. 

See how widely the 

miracle reaches, 

when the man says, 

“Never has it been 

said that anyone 

opened the eyes of 

the blind. If this 

man were not from 

God, he couldn’t 

have done this!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Where does Jesus, 

the Good Shepherd, 

lead us? To the 

light of faith and 

wisdom. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                             
Hymn 314            Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness        CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT    

                                First and Last Verses        

 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Loving God, almost like creatures of the night, blind in the light of day, we have been blind  

to your glory. 

Bring us into the light, where we can see ourselves as we really are. 

Bring us into the light, where our deeds can be known and corrected. 

Bring us into the light, where Christ meets us, and leads us. 

Bring us into the light, where there is no more darkness. 

All this we pray in the name of the One who is the Light of Life, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Response Hymn 572                     Lord Have Mercy Upon Us                                     KYRIE 
 

             Lord, have mercy upon us. 

              Christ, have mercy upon us. 

                 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Passing of the Peace 
God in Christ has commissioned us with the message of reconciliation. 

 

Hearing the Word 
All Sit  

Prayer for Illumination   
 

Gospel Reading:  John 9:1-7 - Scene 1 - Healing the Blind Man  
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 

him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with 

the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 

(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 
 

Anthem              Prayer of St. Patrick (Incorporating Be Thou My Vision)     

                                                                                            M. Burrows/arr. Victor C. Johnson 

                                    Chancel Choir; Emily Chambers, violin 

  

Prayer of St. Patrick: Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ 

beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me. Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

  

Gospel Reading:  John 9:8-12 - Scene 2 - Questioning by the Neighbors 
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who 

used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like 

him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”  

But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered,  

“The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 

Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 

know.” 

 

 

The hymn connects 

Jesus’ promise to 

be “the light of the 

word,” with the 

Christian duty to 

share that light.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel 

Reading is longer 

today, 41 verses! 

We will read it in 

seven scenes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John’s Gospel 

makes much of 

light and dark as 

symbols of spiritual 

awareness 

(illumination) and  

dull ignorance 

(darkness). 



 

 

John 9:13-17 - Scene 3 - First Interrogation by the Pharisees 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when 

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 

received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some 

of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others 

said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said 

again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 

prophet.”  
 

Remain Seated 
Hymn 314               Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness         CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 
                                                                     First Verse Only 

                                                       

Gospel Reading:  John 9:18-23 - Scene 4 - Interrogation of the Man's Parents                                                                       
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 

parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 

born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and 

that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened 

his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were 

afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 

Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  
 

Gospel Reading:  John 9:24-34 - Scene 5 - Second Interrogation by the Pharisees 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to 

God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 

thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? 

How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 

Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled 

him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 

Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know 

that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 

Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If 

this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in 

sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 

Remain Seated 
Hymn 649                         Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound          AMAZING GRACE 

First, Second, and Fourth Verses 

 

Gospel Reading: John 9:35-38 - Scene 6 - Spiritual Sight 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 

Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said 

to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And 

he worshiped him. 
 

Gospel Reading John 9:39-41 - Scene 7 - Spiritual Blindness 
Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who 

do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we 

are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that 

you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 187              Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                         BRADBURY                   
First and Last Verses Only 

 

We sing this hymn 

a second time, 

perhaps with more 

understanding of 

“longing for light.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The hymn 

“Amazing Grace” 

sings about being 

once “blind, but 

now I see.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good 

Shepherd leads us. 



 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
       I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.    Amen. 
 

All Sit 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

The Offering 
 

Offertory                   Immortal Love, Forever Full          Morning Song, Kentucky Harmony 

                                                                                                                     Arr. George Mabry  

Chancel String Quartet:  Emily Chambers, violin; Aleka Chau, violin;  

 Srirangan Iyre, viola; Abby Krent, cello 
  
All Stand  

Doxology  
                     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
       

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

All Stand  
Closing Hymn 80                   You Shall Go Out with Joy         THE TREES OF THE FIELD    

   

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                 Festive Setting of ‘Ein Feste Burg’         David Cherwien 
**************************************************************************        

 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

The Apostles’ 

Creed reflects the 

beliefs of the 

Apostles of the 

church. 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

                               Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin,   

                                                     Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER: Sheila Reeves 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, 

Barbara Solberg-Hale 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY March 26:  Ezekiel 37:1–14; Psalm  

130; Romans 8:6–1; 1 John 11:1–45. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Susan Thomison and  

Teri Polen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation.  

You may contact them through the church office:   

270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

THE FLOWERS AT THE COMMUNION TABLE are given to  

the glory of God and honor Matthew and Ann Covington. Today we  

honor and celebrate the 20 years of wonderful service they have given  

to our church. The flowers are given by Circle 9.  

 

HOMECOMING & FELLOWSHIP EVENT  Today after worship!  

Join us in Fellowship Hall for a Homecoming event and a celebration  

of Matthew and Ann Covington’s 20 years with our church. All are  

invited to stop by for this special fellowship event. Refreshments 

provided, and the new art exhibit featuring photos, portraits, and church related artworks is now on display.  

Come help us to celebrate! 
 

THE EATING OUT GROUP will not go out to today, but will resume next Sunday, March 26 and will meet at Rafferty's, 

1939 Scottsville Road. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES at 9:15am  
-LENTEN CLASS – Bible Study Class “He Set His Face to Go to Jerusalem” – In the Conference Room, during Lent 

-THE COFFEE AND CONVERSATIONS class will be reading “24 Hours that Changed the World” by Adam Hamilton  

-YOUTH CLASS – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor   

-PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S classes – downstairs 

 

COMING UP:  

WEDNESDAY DINNERS AND STUDY  This week our friends from Cecelia Memorial will join us in our Wednesday 

program, and are preparing the evening meal. The menu is chili, cornbread, and blueberry cobbler. Dinner is served at 6:15 in 

Fellowship Hall, followed by the Lenten study of God's Trombones. 
 

THE HYMN SING GROUP will meet Wednesday, March 22, at 4:00 in the sanctuary. We will gather around the piano to 

practice a few songs. We plan to go to Village Manor the week after Easter. Come join us and help make a joyful noise and 

spread good cheer to our friends in Care Centers. 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT: This year’s egg hunt will be Saturday March 25th, 10:30am at the Franklin Farm (1740 Greenview 

Lane). All children up to 5th grade are welcome! Separate hunting areas for Preschool and Elementary. Cake walk, face                   

painting, games, crafts and more! Invite your friends with children/grandchildren to join us! Rainy weather will move us               

to the church. If you would like to help donate candy for our eggs please drop it into the church office. For more                      

information speak to David Clarke.  
 

OTHER NEWS:  

HOLY COW  Thank you, thank you, thank you! The Holy Cow surveys are in and the staff at Holy Cow are beginning to put 

the results together. We should have a report back soon and will share more with you! In the meantime thank you again for 

taking time to answer the survey! 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 19 

     8:30 a.m.        Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.    Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

113 p.m.        Homecoming Event 

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

   Monday, March 20 
         9:00 a.m.      GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, March 21 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         12:00 p.m.     Finance Ministry 

         1:00 p.m.       CUICHM 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

         7:00 p.m.       Session 

   Wednesday, March 22 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         4:00 p.m.       Presbyterian Cooking Club 

         4:00 p.m.       Hymn Sing Group 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

         6:15 p.m.       Lenten Dinner 

         7:00 p.m.       Lenten Worship 

   Friday, March 24 

         7:30 a.m.      Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 

 

    

 

 

 
 
 

    
    
    
    
   

   
 
  
  
       

 
 

      

 



 

 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN extended its season by one week due to the cold weather. We again thank the many people 

who assisted this year, and who helped us to put together an unexpected additional night of hosting. This important ministry 

makes a real difference to many people who need shelter in our city during winter months. It also connects and includes us in 

local group efforts to help our community as a whole. Thank you!  
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and look 

forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)  

Hymn Sing Group – will meet March 22 at 4:00pm in the Sanctuary 

Presbyterian Cooking Club – Thursdays in our kitchen, 4:00pm, during the Lenten Season 
   
LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, please 

visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH is planning their Spring community giveaway.  It will be held in  

April (date tba). If you have items to donate, you may contact Lovelyn Williams at Cecelia:  270/935-5110 (msg) or 

ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com.  They will be glad to pick up items, or make arrangements to meet at their church where 

people can drop things off.   

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                          

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, 

Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 

2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, 

Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 
 
O ur church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, 
Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby R abold, Bud S chlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry 
Warden.                                     O ur church Deacons: Trudy Burke en, Rob Byrd, J udy C lark, Kim Ferguson, C athey G reen, 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to 

our website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made 

from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader
mailto:ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com

