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Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                    

    

Welcome 

                     

Prelude 

 
  

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Everyone who drinks water will become thirsty again. 

But Christ offers us Living Water. The Holy Spirit becomes a spring of water in us,  

gushing up to eternal life. 

The hour is coming, and is already here, when the rue worshipers will worship God in Spirit  

and in truth. 

The Lord seeks such to worship him. 

Let us worship God.                                                                                        
 

Hymn 475                   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                             NETTLETON 
 

Call to Confession 
 

In ancient 

Palestine, “wells” 

were more likely to 

be naturally 

occurring 

“fountains.” In the 

biblical text, Jesus 

refers to ”living 

water,” an image 

better served by a 

flowing spring than 

by the still water of 

a well.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who calls us to 

worship? God 

does. 

And who comes to 

worship? We do. 

In this is illustrated 

the covenantal 

relationship. God 

initiates in love  

and mercy, and  

we respond in 

gratitude and 

service.  



 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison) 
Like fresh water offered in the heat of the day, the gift of faith renews us and promises us life, 

O God. We thirst for this living water of faith!  

We confess our weakness and our sin, knowing that sin separates us from the wellspring  

of your goodness.  

Where our souls are shrunken and dry, we pray for refreshment.  

Where our hearts yearn, restore us.   

Pour your healing over our parched lives.  

Open the deep wells of salvation for us.  

Settle us in quiet pools of comfort and calm.  

And as we drink deeply today, show us how to render our thanks to you.  
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn 494               Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts                              QUEBEC 
 

Thy truth un-changed hath ev-er stood; thou sav-est those that on thee call;  

to them that seek thee thou art good, to them that find thee, all in all. 

 

Passing of the Peace 
God in Christ has commissioned us with the message of reconciliation. 

 

Music With the Children           Give Thanks to the Lord        Heather Kirkconnell, director 

The children invite you to join them when invited in singing along: 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and wonderful deeds for humankind. 
 

Hearing the Word 
All Sit  

Prayer for Illumination   
 

Reading for the First Covenant (Responsive)                          Exodus 17:1-7 
Water from the Rock 

From the wilderness of Sinai the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 

commanded. They moved from place to place, until they camped at Rephidim. But there was no 

water for the people to drink. In that desert place, the people complained and quarreled. They said to 

Moses, “Give us water.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the 

Lord?” Tormented by thirst, the people continued, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt? Are you 

trying to kill us…? So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost 

ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of 

Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there 

in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people 

may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. Moses struck the rock, and water gushed 

out as the elders looked on.  
 

Anthem                                Lord God of Abraham  from Elijah                Felix Mendelssohn 
                                                                Sam Tuggle, baritone 

 
All Stand                                                  
Gospel Reading                                                                                           John 4:5-30, 29-32 

The Woman At The Well 
 

All Sit 

Sermon                                              The Engaging God                         Matthew Covington 

 

 

 

 

Who invites us to 

confess our sins, 

and who hears our 

confession? God 

does. 

Who responds? 

Invitation and 

response 

characterizes the 

covenant 

relationship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s response to 

the desperate thirst 

of the people is 

illustrative of the 

life of faith. God is 

here. God gives us 

what we need. Our 

whole hope is in 

this divine 

providence.  

What should our 

response be? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The woman said, 

‘Sir, give me this 

water, so that I 

may never be 

thirsty…’”  



 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 415            Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy                 RESTORATION 
 First, Second, and Last Verses 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                The Nicene Creed 
                                                                             Contemporary 

 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same 

essence as the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was 

crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, 

according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will  

never end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the 

prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to 

come. Amen. 

 
All Sit 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

The Offering 

 

Offertory                             O Rest in the Lord  from Elijah                      Felix Mendelssohn  
                                                  DiDi Turley, mezzo-soprano  
                                
All Stand  

Doxology  
                     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication  
 

       

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
  

All Stand  
Closing Hymn 65                      Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah            CWM RHONDDA  

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude  

**************************************************************************        

 

The Nicene Creed 

dealt with the first 

major issue in the 

Christian Church: 

The relation of 

Jesus Christ to God 

the Father. 

Elegantly, the 

Creed claims that 

he is “of one 

substance with the 

Father.” In this 

contemporary 

rendering, it says 

“the same essence 

as the Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Buck in a 

Basket” offering 

this month will be 

directed to the Food 

Pantry of our 

church. 

  



 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out. Ushers will be  

standing by to help you find the information. Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by  

ministers, officers, and congregation. 

 

 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Jenni Meredith 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to            

the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://greenhouse.cloversites.com/thepresbyterianchurch/give/ 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 15 

8:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.     Children’s Music 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.    Worship 

11:30 a.m.  Potato Party 

Monday, March 16   

   5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit  
Tuesday, March 17 

11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

11:00 a.m.  Finance Ministry 

1:00 p.m.  CUICHM 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

6:15 p.m.  Chairs of Session 

7:00 p.m.  Evening Circle 

Wednesday, March 18 

5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir  

6:05 p.m.  Lenten Worship 

   Friday, March 20 

    5:00 p.m.  Gallery Hop 

    

    

    

   

   

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne 

Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church 

Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen 

Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, 

Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Franklin, Howard, Hulan and Yusk families 

LAY READER:  Hayward Beliles 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    
 

LECTIONARY FOR NEXT SUNDAY, March 22:  1 Samuel 16:1–13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8–14; John 9:1–41. 
 

TODAY: 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Kathleen Gildersleeve. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 

 

POTATO PARTY 

 

LAY READER SIGNUP  The church has created a signup sheet online for people who are willing to serve as Lay Reader 

on an upcoming Sunday. You may check the signup and choose an empty slot on a date of your preference. Lay Reader 

information and instructions will be emailed on Fridays for that weekend’s reader.  Please consider offering to read on a 

Sunday to help in worship!  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E49ACAC23A7FF2-layreaders 
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GUIDES are available outside the church office.  Grow your faith while you learn more about 

Matthew 25.   
 

COFFEE ORDERS   Fair Trade Coffee sales will take place today at the church. Put your order in this morning! 
 

WE CONTINUE OUR LENTEN STUDY OF THE MATTHEW 25 INVITATION.  Today we began a discussion about 

church vitality.   
 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING FOR JANUARY - MARCH will be dedicated for our Youth to assemble Clean 

Up Buckets.  These buckets, used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service, help in times of disaster 

with some basic supplies to get started with clean up efforts.  Barbara Solberg-Hale is leading.  The cost of a clean up bucket 

is around $75, and dollars donated will allow the youth to purchase the necessary items.  Your generosity is much 

appreciated!  
 

COMING UP:  
JOIN US FOR WEDNESDAY WORSHIP EACH WEEK DURING LENT.  6:05pm in the Sanctuary (NO meal).  
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC MEETS EACH WEEK.  Every Sunday, 9:00am in the Bell Room (across from the elevator).  All 

Kindergarten-6th Grade students are included and new voices are ALWAYS welcome.   
 

BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER.  The Christian Education Ministry is in the process of setting up small groups as well as a 

closed Facebook group.  If you are interested in joining, see Mary Evans or Leslee Kirkconnell. (And if you aren't reading 

through the Bible yet, it is NEVER too late to start!) 

 

GALLERY HOP 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

PLEASE CHECK THE KITCHEN FOR YOUR DISHES!  We are seeing a growing collection of items that are taking up 

needed space.  Please check to see if you might have something there.  Anything not claimed by the end of March will be 

donated to the Cecelia Church give away.   
 

3 CENTS A MEAL COLLECTION returns Sunday March 29.  Our children and youth will come around with the big cans 

for your coins, bills and checks.  An individual contribution equals $8.10, but we are grateful for all gifts as those pennies do 

add up!   
 

TORNADO RESPONSE Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is on the ground in Tennessee helping affected communities.  

Extra donations are helpful - you can give a check to the church memo PDA Tornado or give on-line at 

https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/tennessee-tornadoes/. 
  

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E49ACAC23A7FF2-layreaders
https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/tennessee-tornadoes/


 

 
 

 

 
 

LIBRARY  During Month of March, books not usable to the Church Library and/or the outside library will be displayed on 

the double window in Fellowship Hall. Please take any you can use. Those not taken will be donated to City Library for their 

book sales. 
 

THE CURRENT ART EXHIBIT in the Fellowship Hall is from Arts for All KY. It is a non-profit organization that sends a 

call each year to Kentucky Schools requesting art by disabled students from grades K–12. Selected work is placed in a 

traveling exhibition throughout the state. The purpose of Arts for All is to encourage art and creativity among the state’s most 

vulnerable students. Works may be purchased with a $50.00 donation to the program.  For more information contact Delaire 

Rowe at 270-762-0023 or email programs@artsforallky.org.  

 

 

mailto:programs@artsforallky.org

