
                                    
 
                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

                                                      Woman at the Well,  Bryn Gillette 2019                     

 

T h e  T h i r d  S u n d a y  o f  L e n t   

                  Se r v i c e  f o r  th e  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

March 12, 2023 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Welcome 

                     

Prelude                              A Setting of Hymn Tune ST. COLUMBA                Jeffrey Honore 

Rainbow Ringers:  Ann Humphrey, Dee Iverson, Mike Kanan,  

Darcy Merriman, Pamela Napier, Sheila Reeves 
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Everyone who drinks water will become thirsty again. 

But Christ offers us Living Water. The Holy Spirit becomes a spring of water in us,  

gushing up to eternal life. 

The hour is coming, and is already here, when the true worshipers will worship God  

in Spirit and in truth. 

The Lord seeks such to worship him. 

Let us worship God.       

                                                    

From the artist:  

This painting is 

actually a slow 

meditation on each 

portion of John 4.  

1. Wells of Living 

Water, 2. The 

Harvest, 3. The 

Town’s Conversion, 

4. Worshipping God 

in Spirit and Truth, 

and 5. A Future 

Hope.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You are welcome 

here. Consider 

Jesus’ words,  

“The hour is 

coming when true 

worshippers will 

worship the Lord  

in Spirit and  

in Truth.” 

 

 

Who calls us to 

worship? God does. 

And who comes to 

worship? We do. 

In this is illustrated 

the covenantal 

relationship.  

God initiates in love 

and mercy, and we 

respond in gratitude 

and service.  

 



                               

 

Hymn 475                         Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                       NETTLETON 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession   
Like fresh water offered in the heat of the day, the gift of faith renews us and promises  

us life, O God. We thirst for this living water of faith!  

We confess our weakness and our sin, knowing that sin separates us from the wellspring  

of your goodness.  

Where our souls are shrunken and dry, we pray for refreshment.  

Where our hearts yearn, restore us.   

Pour your healing over our parched lives.  

Open the deep wells of salvation for us.  

Settle us in quiet pools of comfort and calm.  

And as we drink deeply today, show us how to render our thanks to you.  
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Hearing the Word 
All Sit  

Prayer for Illumination   
 

Reading for the First Covenant                                                Exodus 17:1-7 
Water from the Rock 

From the wilderness of Sinai the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 

Lord commanded. They moved from place to place, until they camped at Rephidim. But there was 

no water for the people to drink. In that desert place, the people complained and quarreled. They said 

to Moses, “Give us water.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the 

Lord?” Tormented by thirst, the people continued, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt? Are you 

trying to kill us…? So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are 

almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of 

the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.          

I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come            

out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. Moses 

struck the rock, and water gushed out as the elders looked on.  
 

Anthem                                 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                 

                                                                                              Lowell Mason/arr. Gilbert Martin        
 

All Stand                                                  
Gospel Reading                                                                                           John 4:5-30, 29-32 

The Woman At The Well 

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his 

son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well.  

It was about noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, 

“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things 

in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is 

that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given 

you living water.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. 

Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the 

well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks            

of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 

never be thirsty.    (continued) 

 

 

 

 

Who invites us to 

confess our sins,  

and who hears our 

confession?  

God does. 

Who responds? 

Invitation and 

response 

characterizes the 

covenant 

relationship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s response to 

the desperate thirst 

of the people is 

illustrative of the 

life of faith. God is 

here. God gives us 

what we need. Our 

whole hope is in this 

divine providence.  

What should our 

response be? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The woman said, 

‘Sir, give me this 

water, so that I may 

never be thirsty…’”  



 

 

The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 

coming here to draw water.”  But the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers 

will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship 

him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman 

said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will 

proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” Just then 

his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, 

“What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar 

and went back to the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything 

I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”  They left the city and were on their way 

to him. 
 

All Sit 

Sermon                                              The Engaging God                         Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 182                I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                          KINGSFOLD 
Verses Two and Three Only 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                The Nicene Creed 
                                                                             Contemporary 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all 

ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made;  

of the same essence as the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made 

human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried.  

The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living 

and the dead. His kingdom will never end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through 

the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the 

world to come. Amen. 

 
All Sit 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory                                                  Ayre                                            Georg Telemann         
 

 

 

The Nicene Creed 

dealt with the first 

major issue in the 

Christian Church: 

The relation of Jesus 

Christ to  

God the Father. 

Elegantly, the Creed 

claims that he is “of 

one substance with 

the Father.” In this 

contemporary 

rendering, it says 

“the same essence as 

the Father.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The second offering, 

called Buck in a 

Basket, is taken 

twice a month. 

It addresses special 

needs that are not 

covered in the 

church’s annual 

budget. For March, 

the Buck in a Basket 

Offering goes to 

support scholarships 

for students in our 

Preschool Learning 

Center. 

 

 



 

 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
  

All Stand  
Closing Hymn 494                   Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts                            QUEBEC 

  Verses One and Two Only 

 

Benediction 

  

Postlude                                            Cantilene religieuse                             Theodore Dubois 

**************************************************************************        
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, 

Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 

2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, 

Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 
 
O ur church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, 
Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby R abold, Bud S chlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry 
Warden.                                     O ur church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, J udy C lark, Kim Ferguson, C athey G reen, 
Evan G oad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett,  Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, C atherine Reber, S usan Thomison 
and J udy Whitson.  
 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to 

our website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made 

from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

                               Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Kernohan and Hines families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin,   

                                                     Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER: Mike Kanan 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, 

Barbara Solberg-Hale 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY March 19:   1 Samuel 16:1–13;  

Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8–14; John 9:1–41. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Judy Whitson and  

Barbara Brindle. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our  

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:   

270-843-4707. 
 

THANK YOU TO Millie Davenport for acting as our acolyte last  

Sunday. 
 

TODAY 

HYMN SINGING GROUP Anyone interested in joining the Hymn 

Singing Group is invited to a brief organizational meeting this Sunday, 

March 12 immediately following worship. This will be a very short 

meeting and we will gather in the parlor beside the sanctuary. 
 

COFFEE ORDERS Need chocolate?  Need coffee?  Need tea?  Put your order in today!  Fair Trade Coffee sales will take 

place on this morning. See Doug Humphrey before you leave today. 
 

THE SUNDAY AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP is enjoying visiting different restaurants. This Sunday, March 

12, we will be dining at India Oven, 1755 Scottsville Road. Favorite dishes to order include Chicken Tikka Masala, Chicken 

Mango, and Vegetable Korma and don't forget to order the Naan bread. You can tell your waiter how you would like your 

entree spiced--mild, medium, hot, or Indian hot. Come join us--all are welcome. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES at 9:15am  
-LENTEN CLASS – Bible Study Class “He Set His Face to Go to Jerusalem” – In the Conference Room, during Lent 

-THE COFFEE AND CONVERSATIONS class will be reading “24 Hours that Changed the World” by Adam Hamilton  

-YOUTH CLASS – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor   

-PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S classes – downstairs 

 

COMING UP:  

HOMECOMING & FELLOWSHIP EVENT Join us next Sunday, March 19th after worship for a Homecoming gathering 

and celebration of Matthew and Ann Covington’s 20th year with our church. All are invited, and we hope to see many old 

friends and familiar faces come back and visit with us at this event! 
 

LENTEN WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER AND STUDY  Come for some good food and a wonderful study of the classic 

poem/sermons of James Weldon Johnson (God's Trombones). This week:  “Noah Built the Ark.” Beginning at 6:15 PM on 

Wednesdays during Lent. 
 

WEDNESDAY DINNERS The menu for Wednesday night Lenten dinner (March 15) is Hot Chicken Salad, Broccoli 

Casserole, Green Salad, Rolls, Apricot Nectar Cake. The Presbyterian Cooking Club meets at 4:00 p.m. in the church kitchen 

to prepare the meal. Dinner is served at 6:15 followed by a study of God's Trombones. 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT: This year’s egg hunt will be Saturday March 25th, 10:30am at the Franklin Farm (1740 Greenview 

Lane). All children up to 5th grade are welcome! Separate hunting areas for Preschool and Elementary. Cake walk, face                   

painting, games, crafts and more! Invite your friends with children/grandchildren to join us! Rainy weather will move us               

to the church. If you would like to help donate candy for our eggs please drop it into the church office. For more                      

information speak to David Clarke.  

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 12 

     8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.    Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

12:00 p.m.     Eating Out Group 

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

   Monday, March 13 
         9:00 a.m.      GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, March 14 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

         7:00 p.m.       Sunny 16 Camera Club 

   Wednesday, March 15 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         4:00 p.m.       Presbyterian Cooking Club 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

         6:15 p.m.       Lenten Dinner 

         7:00 p.m.       Lenten Worship 

   Friday, March 17 
         7:30 a.m.      Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 

 

    

 

 

 
 
 

    
    
    
    
   

   
 
  
  
       

 
 

      

 



 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN has now ended the season. We extend great thanks to the many people who assisted this year 

with the work needed (it’s quite a lot!) to make it all happen. This important ministry makes a real difference to many people 

who need shelter in our city during winter months. It also connects and includes us in local group efforts to help our community 

as a whole. Thank you!  
 

CALL FOR ARTWORK: Between March 17 and April 27, the church will exhibit portraits and church related photographs 

and paintings. If you have in your personal collection a portrait, photograph, or painting related to church history or activities 

or individual portraits, please contact Diane Simmons.  Email: dsimmonsbg1@mac.com or 270.791.0819. 
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and look 

forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans) 

Hymn Sing Group - being organized (contact Mary Evans) 

Presbyterian Cooking Club – Thursdays in our kitchen, 4:00pm, during the Lenten Season 
   
LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, please 

visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH is planning their Spring community giveaway.  It will be held in  

April (date tba). If you have items to donate, you may contact Lovelyn Williams at Cecelia:  270/935-5110 (msg) or 

ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com.  They will be glad to pick up items, or make arrangements to meet at their church where 

people can drop things off.   
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