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S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
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Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Music 

 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome           

 

Chorale Prelude                        Sing, Sing, Glory to the Lord                         Douglas Wagner      

  
All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 
 

We remember your saving actions, O Lord.  

Your way is holy, and perfect. 

We see the wonders of your creation; we are mindful that you brought order out of  

chaos. 

You delivered your people out of slavery, and led them to freedom. 

We live in that freedom today. 

We are free to choose what is good. We are free to trust you. In freedom we call on  

you now! 

Let us worship God. 

 

Opening Hymn 720                                  Jesus Calls Us                                            GALILEE 

 

Call to Confession  
 

 

 

 

God constantly 

opens the way to 

freedom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (unison) 

Lord, we have heard Christ’s call, but we have too often turned away. His summons 

has fallen on our ears many times, but we have typically ignored it. We fear that the 

way of Christ will be too demanding, so we have resisted.  

Help us to hear Christ’s call again. Release us from all the confusions that keep us 

from following him. Forgive us, and set us free to serve you in the world. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Hymn                                                                                                                             KYRIE 
                        Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us. 

          Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Declaration of Good News 

 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name.  

 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

Epistle Reading (Responsive)                                                                   Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Christ Has Set Us Free; We Live By the Spirit, Not By Selfish Desires 

 

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 

of slavery. Never again let anyone put the harness of slavery on you. For you were 

called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 

self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. It is obvious that this is 

the life to which we are called, not as an excuse to do whatever we want, but as 

permission to live as we should. For the whole law is summed up in a single 

commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Loving one another is true 

freedom. If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 

consumed by one another. For where, then, would our freedom be?  

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh 

desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these 

are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. Living at the 

direction of the Spirit is freedom, since it removes the slavery of selfishness. But if you 

are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are 

obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, 

anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I 

am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God. Using freedom for these things does not improve our lives, and 

cannot help us. In fact, misusing our freedom pulls us away from God. By contrast, the 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. We find 

ourselves involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our way in life, able to 

marshal and direct our energies wisely. 

And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. Selfishness is crucified, where freedom lives. 

 
Anthem                                Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me                  

                                                                                                 ADORO TE DEVOTE/arr. K. Lee Scott 
 

Though God is 

trustworthy, we do 

not entrust 

ourselves to God. 

 

Freedom from 

restrictions, and 

freedom to be our 

best. 

 



              
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                    Luke 8:26-39 
A Warning for All Who Would Follow Jesus 

 

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he 

sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make 

ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 

When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire 

to come down from heaven and consume them?”  But he turned and rebuked them. Then 

they went on to another village. As they were going along the road, someone said to him,   

“I will follow you wherever you go.”  And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds  

of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  To another he said, 

“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  But Jesus said to him, 

“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 

Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the  

kingdom of God.”. 

 
Sermon                                                    Freedom                                    Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Response Hymn 434                      Restore in Us, O God                                         BAYLOR 

           

Affirmation of Faith                                                                         (A Declaration of Faith 9.2)                        

     All things will be renewed in Christ. In Christ God gives us a glimpse of the new creation he 

has already begun and will surely finish. We do not know when the final day will come. In 

our time we see only broken and scattered signs that the renewal of all things is under way. 

We do not yet see the end of cruelty and suffering in the world, in the church, or in our 

lives. But we see Jesus as Lord. As he stands at the center of our history, we are confident 

he will stand at its end. He will judge all peoples and nations. Evil will be condemned and 

rooted out of God’s good creation. There will be no more tears or pain. All things will be 

made new. The fellowship of human beings with God and each other will be perfected.  

Amen.  
          

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Offering 
 

Offertory                                    Offertory for the Fourth 
 

Doxology                                                                                                        Hymnal page 592 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

All Stand 

Closing Hymn 725                          O Jesus, I Have Promised                                NYLAND 
 

Benediction     
 

Postlude                                                     Columbia                         RED WHITE and BLUE     
********************************************************************************* 

     
 

We say what we 

believe as a 

response to hearing 

God’s word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering is 

thanksgiving.  

This week,  

“Buck in a Basket” 

is the quarterly  

3 Cents a Meal 

offering. 

What of those who 

are free to make 

ready for Christ or 

free to follow him, 

but do not do it? 

 



 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table on the 

Right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always know that a cordial  

greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 

 If you have a fussy baby or are coughing, etc., the worship service may be viewed from the parlor  

via television (across the hall from the Sanctuary). Loving childcare is available in our children’s center 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

 

 

                                                                   The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Financial Administrator 

Director of Christian Education 

Youth Ministry 

Terry Johnson 

Leslee Kirkconnell 

David Clarke 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Dana Patterson 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

We have set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to the website 

below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart 

phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right. 

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt Hunt, Mike Kanan, 

John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David Thomison. Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, 

Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, Tom MacMillin, 

Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, and Debbie Trickey. 

 

  

  

  

  

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

 

                            Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Simmons, Humphrey, and Moore families  

LAY READER:  Buzz English 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com   

 

 

 

LECTIONARY FOR NEXT SUNDAY, July 7:  2 Kings 5:1–14, Psalm  

30, Galatians 6:[1–6] 7–16, Luke 10:1–11, 16–20. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Jean Harris. Deacons  

assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may contact them  

through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY:  

TODAY, June 30th, we will host a light lunch and reception after church to celebrate the 100th birthday of Laura Mullins. All 

are invited to come enjoy the fellowship and wish Laura a happy day. 
 

3 CENTS A MEAL COLLECTION is TODAY. Our children and youth will come around at the offering time to collect 

your coins, bills and checks.  $8.10 is an individual's contribution per quarter, and we are grateful for ALL GIFTS.  Every 

penny makes an impact.  One third stays to support our Food Pantry and the remainder goes to the Presbyterian Hunger 

Program, which addresses the root causes of hunger at home and abroad.  
 

COFFEE ORDERS   Fair Trade Coffee sales will take place today, June 30th at the church. (No chocolate orders will be 

available.) Be sure to get your order in. 
 

WE THANK Mike Kanan today for stepping in again as guest organist. Tom Moody returns very soon from a Montreat 

music conference. 
 

COMING UP:  

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL begins NEXT WEEK and we need help with morning hospitality.  

Please consider bringing one or two items for breakfast:  sign up here:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast1   

We anticipate our homeless friends will join us and we want to have an abundant table.  We will have 

breakfast only as provided (cereal and milk will always be available), so please sign up to help!  You can 

also call the office with what you plan to provide.  
 

INVITATION FROM SHEPHERD’S HOUSE  Our congregation will join Shepherd’s House, a new church development, 

for a cookout on July 5th at 5:15pm. Shepherd’s House is located at 1303 East 13th Avenue. 
 

PIG PICKIN' PLANNIN' MEETIN':  It is time to begin preparing for for the August 11 service and picnic at the Beard's 

pavilion.  There will be a brief 5-minute meeting for volunteers after church on July 7 and July 21 in the Fellowship Hall.  

This event relies upon many volunteers, so please plan to attend one of these two meetings.  If you want to help but can't 

attend either of these meetings, please contact David Thomison at davidthomison@gmail.com or 270-782-5294. 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET returns next week.  July's collection will help us purchase one more round table for Fellowship Hall 

and a storage rack. 
 

OUR CHURCH YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW is the theme for our Summer Sunday School, July 7-

September 1.  Come with us each week from 9:15-10:15 (with light breakfast, as available) as we explore our heritage, 

celebrate our present and look to the future.  Ages 4 and up, with nursery as needed.  Food, fellowship and fun.  Come learn 

and grow with us-and invite a friend.   
 

WE ALL NEED MORE ICE CREAM!   Saturday July 13 beginning at 4:00pm we will gather for Games and Ice Cream 

in Fellowship Hall!  Bring an appetizer to share, a favorite Ice Cream topping and any games you wish to share.  Homemade 

Ice Cream provided.  ALL AGES!  Lots of fun games available here to try (and someone to teach).  See Glenn or Leslee 

Kirkconnell with questions.  We'll end whenever.   

      

    Calendar 
 

   Sunday, June 30 

8:30 a.m.  Fellowship 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 11:30 a.m. Birthday reception for 

     Laura Mullins  

   Monday, July 1 

5:00 p.m.  Round Table Pulpit  

   Tuesday, July 2 

11:00 a.m. Special Care 

10:00 a.m. Staff Planning Mtg. 

    Thursday, July 4 

      Office Closed 
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CHRISTMAS MARKET PLANNING TEAM will meet Sunday July 14 following worship in Fellowship Hall.   
 

OTHER NEWS AND COMMUNITY NEEDS:   

WEAR THAT TEE SHIRT! If you missed ordering, call the office.  Join us for Friday evening Concerts in the 

Park at Circus Square and wear that shirt!  7:00pm through August.      
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Thursday, July 4th. 

 
 

 

We express sympathy to the family of former church member Sarah (Sooky) Bennett, who 

died June 25, 2019. 


