
 
 

                                            
                                                              

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
June 20, 2021 

 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Prayer 

 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                                      Aria                                 George Frederick Handel 

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 

If anyone lacks wisdom, let them ask God, who gives to all generously. 

Who is wise and understanding? By their good lives let them show their wisdom. 

Wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy; 

Without uncertainty or insincerity. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

Only fools despise wisdom.                                                             James 3:5, 13, 17, Proverbs 1:7 

 

 

 

 
 

For Young 

Worshipers: There 

are different ways of 

being smart. One 

kind of smart is 

wisdom. If you are 

wise you have the 

ability to make good 

choices. Are you 

wise? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Call to Worship 

helps define 

wisdom. Biblical 

wisdom is generally 

understood as a set 

of skills, leading to 

living the Good 

Life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn 816              If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee        WER NUR LIEBEN GOTT 
                                                         First and Third Verses 
 

If thou but trust in God to guide thee, with hopeful heart through all thy ways,  

God will give strength, whate'er betide thee, to bear thee through the evil days. 

Who trusts in God's unchanging love builds on the rock that nought can move. 
 

Sing, pray, and swerve not from God's ways, but do thine own part faithfully; 

Trust the rich promises of grace; so shall they be fulfilled in thee. 

God never yet forsook at need the soul secured by trust indeed. 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison)  
 

O Lord, your ways are pure, peaceful, gentle, reasonable, merciful, and sincere. When we fail 

in these ways, we feel the weight of our failure. So, we ask you to pick us up again; set us right 

again; redirect us from confounding foolishness, and toward your saving wisdom. We pray as 

Solomon did, for understanding minds, and for clarity about what is good. 

                                           (A Silence is Kept) 

Forgive us, we pray; and teach us wisdom, to the glory of Jesus Christ, and in his name. 

Amen. 
 

Declaration of Good News                         

 

Response Hymn 41           O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!                          LYONS 
                                                                       Third Verse Only 
 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

In thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail…; 

Your mer-cies, how ten-der, how firm to the end, 

Our Ma-ker, De-fend-er, Re-deem-er, and Friend. 
 

Passing of the Peace      
                              By words and gesture, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                     Leslee Kirkconnell 

 

Solo                                                     Dwell Thou in Me                       Marian Wood Chaplin 
                                                    DiDi Turley, mezzo-soprano 

      

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Reading from the First Covenant  (Responsive)                      I Kings 3:5, 7,9,10-13 
                                       Solomon Prays for Wisdom, and Exercises Judgement                                                                             

The LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give 

you.”  “O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 

although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  Give your servant 

therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and 

evil; for who can govern this your great people?”  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked 

this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or 

riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what 

is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no 

one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. I give you also 

what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare 

with you.” 

 

 

 

 

In our weakness, we 

depend on God’s 

strength. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Consider the 

interplay of “ask 

“and “give” in  

these verses. 

Wisdom is a gift. 

 

 

 



 

Anthem                              O Lord, in Thee We Put Our Trust           Handel/arr. Hal Hopson                            
 

Second Reading                                                     I Kings 3:16-28 

Two women who were prostitutes came to King Solomon and stood before him.  The one 

woman said, “Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth 

while she was in the house.  Then on the third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave 

birth. We were together; there was no one else with us in the house, only the two of us were 

in the house.  Then this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him.  She got up 

in the middle of the night and took my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid 

him at her breast, and laid her dead son at my breast. When I rose in the morning to nurse 

my son, I saw that he was dead; but when I looked at him closely in the morning, clearly it 

was not the son I had borne.” But the other woman said, “No, the living son is mine, and the 

dead son is yours.” The first said, “No, the dead son is yours, and the living son is mine.” So 

they argued before the king.                                                                                                                      

Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead’; while 

the other says, ‘Not so! Your son is dead, and my son is the living one.’”  So the king said, 

“Bring me a sword,” and they brought a sword before the king.  The king said, “Divide the 

living boy in two; then give half to the one, and half to the other.” But the woman whose son 

was alive said to the king—because compassion for her son burned within her—“Please, my 

lord, give her the living boy; certainly do not kill him!” The other said, “It shall be neither 

mine nor yours; divide it.” Then the king responded: “Give the first woman the living boy; 

do not kill him. She is his mother.” All Israel heard of the judgment that the king had 

rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom of God 

was in him, to execute justice. 
 

First in a Series on Wisdom for the Church 

Sermon                                             What Is Wisdom?                             Matthew Covington 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

 

Response Hymn 65           Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                 CWM RHONDDA 
First Verse Only 

 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but thou art mighty. Hold me with thy powerful hand.  

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed till I want no more; feed till I want no more.  
 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                                       The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his 

only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended in to hell;  

the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Recognition of the Collegiate Ensemble                                                             Wayne Pope 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 

This great story is a 

kind of folk tale, 

with the point being 

to provide an 

engaging and 

memorable 

example of 

Solomon’s wisdom, 

and wisdom’s 

relationship to the 

gifts of God. 

 

It is suggested that 

The Apostles’ 

Creed’s structure is 

based on Jesus’ 

command to make 

disciples… baptizing 

them in the name of 

the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit.  

Consequently, the 

Creed has a 

trinitarian form. 

 

 



 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
     

 

Closing Hymn 543                        O Christ, Surround Me                            GREEN TYLER 
First and Last Verses Only 

 

God be the love to search and keep me;  

God be the prayer to move my voice;  

God be the strength to now uphold me:  

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 

Christ in the eyes of all who see me;  

Christ in the ears who hear my voice;  

Christ in the hearts of all who know me:  

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                           Agincourt Hymn                                       John Dunstable 

**************************************************************************        

 

 
WELCOME All! As we worship in person or online, we are glad you are with us! For more  

information about our church, pastoral help or prayer requests, please email our church office. 

www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  https://bgpres.org/give  

The closing hymn 

invites Christ to 

surround us as we 

go out into the 

world to serve. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpres.org/give


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

USHERS:  The Thomison Family  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

                                                      Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler  

 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, June 27:  2 Samuel 1:1, 17–27;  

Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 8:7–15; Mark 5:21–43. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Judy Whitson & Cathey 

Green. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. 

You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

BUCK IN A BASKET for May will help us continue to build our Preschool Learning Center Scholarship Fund.  A month of 

Preschool costs $155, which is highly competitive and we have an excellent (probably the best!?) program to prepare young 

ones for Kindergarten.  Your gifts will help us be able to expand the reach in our community.    
 

THE WIRED WORD BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES through June 27. Join us in reflection and discussion on current events 

through the lens of the Bible.  Zoom link is on our website or you may contact Leslee Kirkconnell.   Videos are posted to our 

Facebook page following class for those unable to join live.  The video link can also be emailed for those not on Facebook.   
 

GODLY PLAY (our K-5th graders) learned about Christian Symbols.  Families can continue the conversation with questions 

about the symbols and what they mean, wondering what God is teaching us.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL will break from July 4-August 15.  RALLY DAY is August 22 and we are planning a BIG event you 

won't want to miss!  
 

THIS SUNDAY (JUNE 20) we will recognize our Collegiate Ensemble. They have been faithful and diligent through the past 

year. It is bittersweet to say that our recent graduates will be moving on to their next chapter in life. This Sunday will be               

DiDi Turley’s final Sunday. She is going to Cincinnati to pursue a graduate degree in Arts Administration. Next week will            

be our own Eric Bigler’s last Sunday with us before he and Amelia move to her home state of South Carolina. Eric has               

accepted an Operations Assistant position with Real Living Home Realty Group in Myrtle Beach and Amelia has accepted a 

position in Voice and Voice Pedagogy in the Department of Music at Coastal Carolina University in Conway, SC.                            

Sam Tuggle will be with us through July before relocating to Cincinnati where he will prepare for further music study.               

Our appreciation and prayers go with them. 
 

COMING UP:  
JOIN US FOR CHAIR YOGA! Trudy Burkeen will be offering a Chair Yoga class for all ages and abilities.  No equipment 

needed.  Classes are offered at 9:30 - 10:30 in our Fellowship Hall on Tuesdays of June 8, 15, 22, and July 13, 20, 27.  The 

course will include a devotional.  Donations of $5 are accepted but not required.   
 

PIG PICKIN' is August 15, 10:00am at the Beard Pavilion!  We are looking forward to being together outdoors for worship, 

lunch and fellowship.  This year we are doing it a bit differently.  All food will be provided - which opens up a wonderful 

opportunity to invite friends to join us (who don't need to feel awkward about not bringing a dish!) and it enables us to be safe 

as we continue to emerge from the pandemic.  Help is needed with the dishes and with serving.  It will not be necessary to sit 

only with your family. We will be spacing tables out more and having more tent cover as well.  David Thomison is coordinating 

the set up/overnight volunteers, and will have a brief meeting in July (watch for it).  The sign-up genius for prepared food and 

servers is here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-pigpickin 
 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, June 20 

9:00 a.m.       Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m.     Worship (livestream/in person) 

  Monday, June 21     

5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit (Zoom)  

   Tuesday, June 22 
9:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga 

2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

Thursday, June 24 
5:15 p.m.  Meals Inc. meeting 

6:00 p.m.  Community Educ. Class 

 
    

    

    

    

   

   

 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-pigpickin


 

 

OTHER NEWS:  

THE TENTH STREET DOORS will now be unlocked on Sunday mornings for worship. We ask that everyone still continue 

to use these doors for entry and to sign in when picking up a bulletin, so that we may have a record of attendance for potential 

contact-tracing (if it is needed). Thank you. 
 

BACKPACKS FOR SUCCESS!  The Mission Committee is partnering with the Housing Authority to provide backpacks for 

the children in their communities.  We have a goal of 75 backpacks with a pencil box, a dozen pencils, pair of scissors, 24 

count crayons,  pack wide-ruled filler paper, composition notebook; 3 glue sticks, pencil sharpener, one expo marker and either 

a big eraser or several of the pencil topper style.  We also want to include a box of tissues and a personal size hand 

sanitizer.  Approximate value per backpack is $45.  We will gratefully accept donations of the items listed (backpacks need to 

be the 17 inch size) or money toward purchasing. Our deadline is July 18.  If you plan to purchase items, please be sure to get 

what is listed, as those are direct requests from the Housing Authority!  
 

THE CHURCH BUDGET AND MOST RECENT SESSION MINUTES are available for your review. You will find them 

in the white notebook in the Ladies’ Parlor across the hall from the Sanctuary. 

 

 

We express our sympathy to Sandy Franklin, Brad and Susan Howard, and Nancy and 

Harper Hulan and their families for the death of Robert (Bob) Franklin, who died                    

June 17, 2021. 


