
                                           

 

                                       
 
How shall we in the church be [Good] Friday people, as well as [Easter] Sunday people?  

How can we help one another bear the pain of Friday’s loss fully and honestly, while still being 

glad for Sunday’s great good news? 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

 

July 19, 2020 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                        
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome               
  
Prelude                                             Meditation (Berceuse)                            Carson Cooman   
 

                 
All Who Are Comfortable Doing So, May Stand 

Gathering Sentences: The Essence of Good News 
 

                                         I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

At about three o’clock, Jesus cried out with a loud voice, My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?” 

The glory has departed from Israel. 

When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it into the house of Dagon. 

But when they rose in the morning, the statue of Dagon had fallen. 

Fallen on his face before the ark of God. 

May our faith rest not on human wisdom, but on the power of God. 
                                                   I Corinthians 2:2; Matthew 27:46; I Samuel 4:21, 22, 5:1,4; I Corinthians 2:5 

 

 

For Young 

Worshipers: If you 

have to cry, does it 

help to have 

someone who cries 

along with you? 

 Do you like to 

have someone tell 

you it’s going to be 

O.K.?  

Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of our 

church is “Sharing 

the Vitality of 

Christ, Loving, 

Serving, 

Welcoming All.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The goodness of 

God, and the glory 

of God does not 

just “depart.” We 

enter worship today 

asking, “What is 

God doing with 

us?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Hymn 815                              Give to the Winds Thy Fears                           FESTAL SONG 
                                                                   First and Second Verses 

 

Give to the winds thy fears, hope and be undismayed. 

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears; God shall lift up thy head. 
 

Through waves and clouds and storms, He gently clears the way. 

Wait patiently, so shall this night soon end in joyous day. 
 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Lord God, help us settle our confusions about what we believe! We always want more 

than we have. We expect blessings that feel like “good luck.” We are dismayed when 

we come upon trouble, or whenever we bear sorrow. We have not discovered how to let 

our prayers and our worship impact all the other parts of our lives. We prefer what is 

familiar, and do not know how to plan to be new creations in Christ.  

Forgive our confusions. Re-direct us so we will be able to welcome your presence in 

every condition, and for all our days. For it is in the name of Christ Jesus that we pray. 
Amen. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn 435             There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy              IN BABILONE 
                                                                      First Verse 
 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 

There's a kindness in God's justice which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heaven. 

There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given. 

 

Time with Young Disciples    A VBS Thank You (video) 

 

          Pass the Peace at Home:  Why Not? 
 

Hearing the Word 
All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Reading from the First Covenant                                     I Samuel 4:1-5:4 (selected verses) 

And Samuel’s word came to all Israel.                                                                                              

So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The 

slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers.  The ark of God was 

captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.                                                              

Eli asked, “What happened?”                                                                                                             

The man who brought the news replied, “Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army has 

suffered heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of 

God has been captured.”                                                                                                          

When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the side of the gate. 

His neck was broken and he died, for he was an old man, and he was heavy. He had led 

Israel for many years. 

 

 

 

 

This hymn was 

written as a 

meditation on Martin 

Luther’s translation 

of Psalm 34:5 

What is the force of 

the Lord “departing 

Israel,” but having 

the Philistine God, 

Dagon fall down 

before God’s ark? 

If, in a given 

circumstance, only 

God wins, is that a 

victory you’re able 

to accept? 

 



 

His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and near the time of delivery. When 

she heard the news that the ark of God had been captured and that her father-in-law and her 

husband were dead, she went into labor and gave birth, but was overcome by her labor 

pains. As she was dying, the women attending her said, “Don’t despair; you have given birth 

to a son.” But she did not respond or pay any attention. 

She named the boy Ichabod, saying, “The Glory has departed from Israel”—because of the 

capture of the ark of God and the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband. She said, 

“The Glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”       

After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ashdod.  

Then they carried the ark into Dagon’s temple and set it beside Dagon. When the people of 

Ashdod rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the 

ark of the Lord! They took Dagon and put him back in his place.  But the following morning 

when they rose, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the 

Lord! His head and hands had been broken off and were lying on the threshold; only his 

body remained. 

 
 

Anthem                                   Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven         

                                                                                           CUM RHONDDA/arr. James Kirby 
                                                            Collegiate Ensemble 

                                                                           
Gospel Reading                                                                                             Matthew 27: 45-51 
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.  And about three 

o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is 

calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a 

stick, and gave it to him to drink.  But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 

to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were 

split. 

 

Vince Lombardi Addresses the Green Bay Packers (How could we not?) 

 

Sermon                                 4th in a series:  Pep Talks in the Bible                Matthew Covington 

                                                        Beyond the Pep Talk                    

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 683                Lord of All Hopefulness                                     COURTNEY 
                                                                      All Four Verses  
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 

Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Jesus’ death on the 

cross was a time  

when “the glory 

departed Israel.”  

But the cross also 

bears witness to 

God’s goodness, 

since resurrection, 

and not death, has 

the last word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord of all 

hopefulness, 

eagerness, 

kindliness, and 

gentleness, be with 

us, we pray! 



 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                   A Declaration of Faith (10.1) 

All things will be renewed in Christ.  

In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus God kept his promises. All that we can ever 

hope for was present in Christ. But the work of God in Christ is not over. God calls us 

to hope for more than we have yet seen. The hope God gives us is ultimate confidence 

that supports us when lesser hopes fail us. In Christ God gives hope for a new heaven 

and earth, certainty of victory over death, assurance of mercy and judgment beyond 

death. This hope gives us courage for the present struggle. 
 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer.           
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   
                   

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 547                 Go My Children, with My Blessing                 AR HYDY NOS                            
                                        First and Last Verses 
 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing–you are my own. 
 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here my tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.  
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                Let All the World in Every Corner Sing                 AUGUSTINE                 
 

*********************************************************************************          

 

 

         WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! For more information 

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email our church office. 

www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and 

Judy Whitson. 

 



 

 

 

                          The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Autumn Stolle, soprano; DiDi Turley, alto; Sam Tuggle, tenor; Eric Bigler, bass 

   
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, July 26:  Genesis 29:15–28; Psalm 105:1–11, 45b or Psalm 128; Romans 8:26–39; Matthew 

13:31–33, 44–52. 
 

TODAY: 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL has now ended.  And MANY MANY THANKS TO DAVID CLARKE!  He spent a LOT of 

time 'stitching' various video pieces together each week so there was a coherent order to each video.  The video you will see 

today in thanks will also be available on our website and through Facebook.  Many people worked to do the videos, but nothing 

would have been possible without David!   
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL MISSION PROJECTS.  We have raised over $500 for our two VBS projects - adopting a 

tree at Kerieakes Park and supporting restoration of the Butterfly exhibit at Lost River Cave.  If you wish to contribute, you 

can give online - just be sure to drop down to VBS Mission!  Once the plaque for the tree is placed, we'll have pictures!   
 

ROUND TABLE PULPIT is meeting via Zoom, each Monday at 5:00pm.  Contact the office for the information to log in.   
 

BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER - we are now entering day 200.  if you have a printed study journal and want to get the next 

one (days 200-302), please call the office.  You can pick up or we will mail one - your choice!  
 

COMING UP: 

RACIAL RECKONING DISCUSSION Tuesday July 21, 7:00pm via Zoom.  Join conversation around the good resources 

on racism you have been provided by Matthew these past weeks.  As a Matthew 25 Conversation, it is important to talk about 

them and work toward next steps we can do to dismantle structural racism.  Email Leslee for the zoom link (or call the office).   
 

COME FOR EXERCISE AND FELLOWSHIP.  Karen Watson is leading a walking group at Griffin Park, weather 

permitting, for some devotion time and then walking. The group is meeting on TUESDAYS AT 8:15am only now (moved 

earlier to avoid the heat).   Enter off Smallhouse Road and meet at the Amphitheater parking lot- you need a mask. Wear 

comfortable clothes and walking shoes.  Text or email Karen to let her know you want to join this group.  Karen's phone 

number:  270-991-5673  Karen's email address: mail@kgwatson.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Jenni Meredith 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, July 19 
10:30 a.m.     Worship 

                             Livestream only 

   Monday, July 20 

5:00 p.m.    Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

7:00 p.m.    Christian Educ. (Zoom) 

   Tuesday, July 21 
1:00 p.m.    CUICHM 

2:00 p.m.    Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.    Follow up on Racial 

                      Reckoning (Zoom) 

   Wednesday, July 22   
         6:30 p.m.    City of God (Zoom) 
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MARK THE DATE!  Pig Pickin' will be Sunday August 16, 9:30am at the Beard Pavilion!  This 'Not a Potluck' picnic will 

feature the ribs and pulled pork, but you will bring your own picnic for your family (we are NOT sharing side dishes).  Seating 

will be spaced out around the grounds - if you have a pop up tent, please bring as the pavilion will not be available. Bring 

chairs, hats, etc.  Gloves, sanitizer, meat, plates, eating utensils and water provided (bring own other beverages).  Masks are 

required except when eating.  Questions?  Email Bud Schlinker. You can also come just for worship.  Can't attend?  We will 

deliver BBQ to you if you wish!  Call the office by August 13.   

 

JOIN GLENN KIRKCONNELL FOR VIDEO DISCUSSION.  Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm (6:30 to watch the video), 

Glenn is leading discussion on the Great Courses study The City of God, BY St. Augustine.  Questions?  Email Leslee 

Kirkconnell.  
 

BEGINNING AUGUST 10 - Monday evenings at 7, book discussion (via Zoom) of White Fragility by Robin 

Diangelo.  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for more information.  Leslee Kirkconnell has one more book available for $10.    
 

OTHER NEWS: 

ZOOM TOGETHER - if your group/committee/ministry needs to meet, we can set you up! Please call the office or email. 

Meetings cannot overlap, so calling/emailing ensures we can keep a good schedule.   
 

MASKS are now required when out! We have folk in our congregation making cloth masks, so email us if you need one or 

more.   If you stop by the church office, a mask is required to enter.   
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