
 

 

                                                                                                

 S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lord ’ s  Da y  

January 9, 2022 

Epiphany Observed 
 

Gathering Around the Word 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

     

Prelude                                             Festival Voluntary                                    Flor Peeters      

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

The brightness of God’s glory shines! All are welcome to the glorious dawn. 

Many will come from far away, with radiant eyes and rejoicing hearts, to seek the Lord. 

With our gifts, and with our very selves, we worship God!        
                                                                                                           Adapted from Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

Opening Hymn 107       Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn    REJOICE, REJOICE 
First, Third, and Last Verses 

 

Awake! Awake and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning. 

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing. 

Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, 

he opens wide the heavenly door, and lives now inside us forever. 

 

In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing, 

as morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring. 

Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder, 

the weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night. Though dark the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light; be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story, 

may God fill every day we share, and bring us at last into glory. 

Light is God’s first 

gift to the new 

creation. God said, 

“Let there be light.” 

(Genesis 1:3) 

We know that the 

Magi followed a 

star to find Jesus. 

Might they also 

have been guided 

by the Hebrew 

Bible? Look at 

Psalm 72: “May the 

kings render him 

tribute, may kings 

bring gifts and fall 

down before him,” 

or Isaiah 60: 

 “They shall  

bring gold and 

frankincense, and 

shall proclaim the 

praise of the Lord.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We rejoice in the 

mystery of our 

being called to  

hope in Christ. 



 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

God of all mercy and of every grace:  We see our own journey in the Magi coming  

to see Jesus. We journey, but get distracted. We look for light, but are drawn to 

Herod’s darkness instead. We approach humble Bethlehem, but are pulled-in by  

the power and pride of Jerusalem. We are foot-sore; we grumble; we question the 

directions we receive; we fear getting lost on the journey of faith. 

Forgive us, we pray. Open our eyes to see Christ, even in the places we didn’t know 

he would be. This we pray in the name of Christ the Lord. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 
  

Response Hymn 121               O Little Town of Bethlehem                                 ST. LOUIS  
 

O ho-ly child of Beth-le-hem, de-cend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and en-ter in; be born in us to-day. 

We hear the Christ-mas an-gels the great glad ti-dings tell; 

O come to us; a-bide with us, our Lord Em-man-u-el! 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
God’s reconciling work in Jesus Christ and the mission of reconciliation to which he has  

called his church are the heart of the gospel in any age. Our generation stands in peculiar  

need of reconciliation in Christ.  The Book of Confessions 9.06 

  
All Sit 

Time with Young Disciples  
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination       
                                     

First Reading (Responsive)                                                                             Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will 

arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Jerusalem, stand up! Shine!  

Your new day is dawning. The glory of the LORD shines brightly on you.  

Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Nations and 

kings will come to the light of your dawning day. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 

shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

When you see this, your hearts will pound and swell with pride. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 

abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to 

you. Treasures from across the seas, and from every nation! 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those 

from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim 

the praise of the LORD. 

 

Anthem                      Come to My Heart/Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne               

                                                                                                           arr. T. Fettke/T. Grassi                             

Much of the book of 

Isaiah is concerned 

with the renewal and 

repair of the city of 

Jerusalem. The 

renewal of God’s 

people is connected 

to the city’s 

restoration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

All Stand 

Second Reading                                                                                              John 1:10-18 

When Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea, Herod was king. During this 

time some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem and said, “Where is the child born 

to be king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” When 

King Herod heard about this, he was worried, and so was everyone else in Jerusalem. 

Herod brought together the chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses and asked 

them, “Where will the Messiah be born?” They told him, “He will be born in Bethlehem, 

just as the prophet wrote, Bethlehem in the land of Judea, you are very important among 

the towns of Judea. From your town will come a leader, who will be like a shepherd for 

my people Israel.” 

Herod secretly called in the wise men and asked them when they had first seen the 

star. He told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. As soon as you 

find him, let me know. I want to go and worship him too.” The wise men listened to what 

the king said and then left. And the star they had seen in the east went on ahead of them 

until it stopped over the place where the child was. They were thrilled and excited to see 

the star. When the men went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they 

knelt down and worshiped him. They took out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 

and gave them to him. Later they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, and they 

went back home by another road. 

 

Sermon                                        Wrong Turns: Allowed!                    Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 151             We Three Kings of Orient Are              KINGS OF ORIENT 
First and Last Verses 

 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,  

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.  

Refrain:  

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.  
 

Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice:  

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain] 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                  A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in one triune God, the Holy 

One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. With believers in every time and 

place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death can separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
All Sit 

Offering                                 
 

Offertory Anthem           Three Great Kings          Trad. French Carol/arr. M. Schweitzer        

 

Doxology 

The Wise Men 

correct the wrong turn 

that led them to the 

bloodthirsty King 

Herod, and seek the 

new King of Glory 

instead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Magi were 

members of a priestly 

caste in ancient 

Persia. Christians 

began calling them 

“kings” in the 2nd 

century. The number 

three probably relates 

to the three gifts of 

gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
 

All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 853             We Are Marching in the Light of God                 SIYAHAMBA 
Single Verse 

We are marching in the light of God, 

We are marching in the light of God.  (Repeat) 

 

We are marching, marching, 

We are marching, marching, 

We are marching in the light of God. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                     Chorale:  Christ Jesus Who Maketh Us Glad                     L. Vierne                                                               

************************************************************************ 
  

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street  

Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Cathey Green, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, 

David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 
 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

Announcements 
 

USHERS: The Polen and Thomison families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER: Sheila Reeves 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, January 16:  Isaiah 62:1–5; Psalm 36:5–10; 1 Corinthians 12:1–11; John 2:1–11. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Catherine Reber.  Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You 

may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP (and tea) has resumed in Fellowship Hall.  8:30 and 10:00am.   Masks are requested. 
 

THE ELLIS CLASS is working through a six week (or so) study of The Apostle's Creed, from the Being Reformed 

series.  Study books available, but not required.  The class meets at 9am in room 201.  Join us! 
 

THE CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS is meeting by zoom for several weeks.  This is an opportunity for attendees to 

'catch up' on the Philosophy of Religion foundations begun two years ago.  For three or so weeks the group will hear Glenn 

bring these foundations as a prelude to restarting the video series in person at a later date.  Videos will be posted for viewing 

later for any unable to make the 'live' class.   
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS resumes today at 3:30 pm in the Conference Room. We have six more sessions over the 

coming months and look forward to their public declaration of faith on Easter! Please keep the group and their mentors in 

your prayers: Claire Ellington (Susan Thomison); Laura Parkerson (Judy Whitson); Cary Beth Bowen (Karol Ahmed) and 

Maddie Davenport (Mary Evans). 
 

GODLY PLAY - our children in Kindergarten - 5th grade heard the story of Samson in Judges 13 and 16. Read the story 

together, ask your child to recall what they heard - what is God saying to you?   
 

3 CENTS A MEAL COLLECTION will be taken in worship on Sunday January 30.  The big cans will be on the chancel 

steps for you to drop coins, bills, checks.  $8.10 per person per quarter is the request, but we are grateful for all gifts!  One 

third stays to help our Food Pantry, the remainder goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program to help end the root causes of 

hunger.  
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for January is Christmas Market Publicity.  On January 30 we collect 3 Cents a Meal in lieu of 

Buck in a Basket. 
 

COMING UP: 

CIRCLE 6 will meet on Wednesday, January 12 at 9:30am at the home of Betty Jo Beard (1420 Euclid Ave.). 
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!    https://bgpres.org/grow/small-

groups  Check out what is available and whom to contact.  Sign up sheets are on the table on the landing.   
 

FLOOR YOGA BEGINS THIS WEEK!  Wednesdays 4:00-5:00pm in Fellowship Hall. Chair Yoga continues on Tuesday 

mornings, this is for those who want and are able to 'get down.'  Trudy Burkeen will lead and provide a meaningful 

devotional time.  Contact her for information -tburkeen@twc.com.   
 

ASHES AND DUST, CELEBRATIONS AND SADNESS Small Group led by Joann Pearson Buck, has been postponed 

until February.  This group will meet Wednesdays, February 2-23, 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Our faith helps us prepare 

for death. There are many fascinating traditions. Preparation gives us hope!    
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OTHER NEWS: 

NURSERY CARE is available on Sunday mornings.  9-10:15 for children up to 3; from 10:15 to end of worship up to age 

4 (pre-K).  Please note everyone in the Children's Center MUST wear a mask (if over 2).  
 

WE OFFER CONGRATULATIONS to church members Bob and Wanda Hunt, as they celebrated their 70th wedding 

anniversary this past week! Best wishes to them both! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right. https://bgpres.org/give 

 

  Calendar 
Sunday, January 9 

8:30 a.m.     Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.    Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

3:30 p.m.    Confirmation Class   

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

    Monday, January 10 
        9:00 a.m.     GOD/DOG is Love 

    Tuesday, January 11 
    9:30 a.m.     Chair Yoga   

        11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         7:00 p.m.     Sunny 16 Camera Club 

    Wednesday, January 12 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

     9:30 a.m.     Circle 6 

         4:00 p.m.       Floor Yoga 

         5:00 p.m.     Chancel Choir 

    Thursday, January 13 
         6:00 p.m.     DRITI 

    Friday, January 14 
  7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s)  

                           


