
 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

                                      Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.    Matthew 3:13 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lord ’ s  Da y  

January 8, 2023 

Baptism of the Lord 
 

Gathering Around the Word 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

     

Prelude                                            Cantilene Religeuse                          Theodore Dubois                     

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Once your Spirit moved over the face of watery chaos, bringing life to all things; 

And now we have life, through the waters of baptism. 

In Noah’s time, you destroyed evil by the waters of the flood; 

And in baptism, you give righteousness a new beginning. 

Leading Israel out of slavery, through the waters of the sea, 

And now washing us, making us clean, delivering us from our enslavement to sin; 

You pour out your Spirit, as a fountain of rebirth. 

As once Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River, so are we baptized into his life, 

and death, and glorious resurrection. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn 480                  Take Me to the Water             TAKE ME TO THE WATER 
                                                                          All Verses 

At the beginning of 

his public ministry, 

Jesus presents 

himself  

to John to be 

baptized. This is a 

Trinitarian event:  

as Jesus emerges 

from the water,  

the Holy Spirit 

descends from 

heaven as a dove, 

and we hear a voice 

naming Jesus as 

God’s beloved Son. 

Baptism of the 

Lord Sunday 

allows us to 

remember Jesus’ 

baptism, and to  

give thanks for the 

baptism we share 

with Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The miracles of 

creation, of the 

promise made to 

Noah, the Exodus 

from Egypt, and the 

baptism of Christ all 

involve water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

O Lord, we are washed clean by our baptism; your blessings flow to us like living water; 

hope springs up like a fountain; and in your mercy we are filled with faith.  

Still, we find ourselves unable to refuse evil. We cannot wipe its smear away. So, we                       

call out to you to cleanse us again. Restore, renew, and refresh us, we pray.  Remind us of  

the promises made at baptism, and reawaken us to the righteousness you intend.  
Silence for personal confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 
  

Response Hymn 489           Wonder of Wonders, Here Revealed           O WALY WALY 
 

     Won-der of won-ders, here re-vealed: 
   God’s cov-e-nant with us is sealed, 

      And long be-fore we know or pray, 

       God’s love en-folds us ev-ery day. 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
God’s reconciling work in Jesus Christ and the mission of reconciliation to which he has  

called his church are the heart of the gospel in any age. Our generation stands in peculiar  

need of reconciliation in Christ.  The Book of Confessions 9.06 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination       
                                     

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                    Psalm 29  

Give the Lord glory, you spirits! 

Give glory! Honor God’s strength! 

Honor the name of the Lord! Bow when the Lord comes, majestic and holy. 

God’s voice thunders above the massive seas; powerful, splendid. 

God shatters the cedars, shatters the cedars of Lebanon, makes Lebanon jump like a 

calf, the mountain like a wild ox. 

God’s voice strikes fire, makes the desert shudder, the holy river shudder in labor, 

deer writhe in labor. God strips the trees. 

All shout “Glory” in your temple, Lord. For you rule the mighty waters, you rule over 

all forever. 

Give strength to your people, Lord, and bless your people with peace. 
  

Anthem                                        Baptized in Water                                   Wayne L. Wold 

               

 All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                         Matthew 3:13-17  

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would 

have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But 

Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he consented.  And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 

up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 

descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And a voice from the heavens said, “This is 

my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

God’s willingness 

to wash us clean, 

and our great need 

of such washing is 

confessed here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 29 meditates 

on the majesty of 

God’s voice as it 

speaks through 

creation and as it 

calls forth our 

response in worship. 

The One who 

strengthens and 

blesses us is none 

other than the One 

whose glory is seen 

in all things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sermon                                           Baptism of the Lord                       Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 482                      Baptized in Water                                  BUNESSAN 
                                                                All Verses 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                  A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in one triune God, the 

Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. With believers in every time 

and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death can separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 

Amen. 

 
All Sit 

Offering                                 
 

Offertory                                Wade in the Water             Negro Spiritual/arr. Mark Hayes 

                    Hailey Goodwin, mezzo-soprano      Beth Pope, piano 

 
All Stand 

Doxology 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

Sealing the Word by Remembrance of Baptism 

 

All Sit 

Invitation to the Water 

 
This Hymn is sung as the Congregation comes forward. Come up the center aisle, touch water to your 

head, and remember “I am baptized.”  Return to you pew by the side aisles.  
 

Hymn 442                             Just as I Am, without One Plea                    WOODWORTH 
 

                    When the Four Verses Are Sung, the Congregation Continues to Hum the Tune 
 

All Sit 

Response Prayer (Unison) 

Blessed are you O God, dividing the waters so the earth could thrive, drawing us 

from maternal waters in birth, claiming us in the water of baptism, offering a love 

from which nothing can separate us. Blessed are you, Holy One. Your Spirit touches 

us and moves among us! Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Baptism is 

ordinarily a once  

in a lifetime event.  

But we can 

remember the 

importance of our 

baptisms often. 

Give thanks for  

this means of  

God’s grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 10               Sing Glory to the Name of God         LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
First and Last Verses 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                   Chorale:  Christ our Lord to Jordan Came                   Marcel Dupre                            

************************************************************************ 
  

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie 

Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 

 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

                     Announcements                                                     
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin,  

                                                  Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Rob Hale 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet  

Bruno Sanchez, Barbara Solberg-Hale 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY January 15:  Isaiah 49:1–7; Psalm 

40:1–11; 1 Corinthians 1:1–9; John 1:29–42. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Catherine Reber and  

Craig Long. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation.  

You may contact them through the church office:  

 270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

CURRENTLY IN OUR FELLOWSHIP HALL GALLERY is  

the latest exhibit by the ArtWorks artist group. A variety of works  

are hanging by several artists, and we have had several people from outside  

the church stop in to view the show. This exhibit ends Jan. 13. Be sure not to miss it! 
 

IN HONOR OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. the Collegiate Ensemble and Chancel Choir will be presenting a 

spiritual each Sunday in January. American Negro Spirituals are the folk songs created by the enslaved Africans after their 

arrival in North America between 1619 and 1860. These melodies and stories have been passed down orally from generation 

to generation in the plantation fields, in churches and in camp meetings and have presently taken their places on concert 

hall stages and recital series around the world.  

Dr. Everett McCorvey, who was born and reared around the corner from Martin Luther King, Jr in Montgomery, Alabama 

is a researcher in this area, the founder of the American Spiritual Ensemble and Professor of Voice and Endowed Chair in 

Opera Studies, University of Kentucky comments: “The term 'American Negro Spirituals' speaks to the history, the 

suffering, the hope and the resolve of a people who were able to sing through their suffering and tell and re-tell their heroic 

stories of triumph and survival through these songs. It is a story and a history that hopefully will never be forgotten. And 

while the songs were born out of this very dark period in our American History, these songs are now sung, celebrated, and 

revered all around the world.  

While some of the language in the music is updated in order to be sung in a more contemporary style and to remove the 

barrier of dialect, the melodies, the sentiment and the stories of the spirituals are over 400 years old and need to be sung and 

remembered. I would encourage teachers and singers to be comfortable with calling the melodies what they are. They are 

"American Negro Spirituals." Please feel free to call them "Negro Spirituals" or just "Spirituals" or "American Negro 

Spirituals," but the ultimate goal is for these melodies to be celebrated and sung by all.  

(https://www.nats.org/History_of_American_Negro_Spiritual.html) 
 

COMING UP:  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES – 9:00am, resumes January 8th 
THE CHOSEN CLASS   The Chosen Sunday School class continues in the new year, with Season 3 (Episode 1) beginning 

on Sunday, January 8 at 9:15am in the Conference Room.  (Future episodes will be released week by week. Stay tuned!) 

Jan 8:  Homecoming  Jesus delivers the most life-altering sermon in history. The result? More followers, more enemies, 

and disciples ready to follow Jesus anywhere. Simon and Eden reunite, Matthew faces his past, and Andrew visits John the 

Baptist in prison. 

Jan. 15:  Two by Two  Jesus is a problem for the Romans. With pilgrims from everywhere setting up a tent city at the gates 

of Capernaum to see Jesus, tensions rise. Jesus officially sends the twelve apostles on an exciting but dangerous mission, 

causing Little James to ask why he hasn’t been healed.     
 

Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

Preschool and Children’s classes – downstairs 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 8 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

   Monday, January 9                                
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, January 10 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

         7:00 p.m.       Sunny 16 Camera Club 

   Wednesday, January 11 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

   Thursday, January 12 
         11:30 a.m.     Bellewood meeting 

         6:00 p.m.       DRITI 

   Friday, January 13 
         7:30 a.m.     Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 

 

    

 

 

https://www.nats.org/History_of_American_Negro_Spiritual.html


 

 

OTHER NEWS:  

DRITI continues, with our church hosting every Thursday night.  Thanks to the many folks who have helped with this 

ministry.  We are asking that you add your name to a slot on the sign-up sheets located outside the chapel wherever you 

can help. Your assistance is needed and appreciated!   
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, 

pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now is an especially good time as 

we rally back together for the new church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small Groups and look forward 

to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out (Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier, or 

Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, 

please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

