
             

                                   

                  
 

   Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.”  
John 20: 24-25 

 

 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
January 5, 2020 
Epiphany Observed 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

 

Prelude                         When Christ’s Appearing Was Made Known                Wilbur Held 

                                                       Sam Tuggle, baritone 

   

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 We gladly welcome all. We are glad you are here. 

 The Congregation-wide reading of the entire Bible began yesterday. Find the app 

at www.BibleStudyTogether.com 

 We resume our regular Sunday School schedule next week, January 12. 

 Matthew and Ann are attending the wedding of Eric Bigler and Amelia Rollings, 

in Columbia, South Carolina 

 

 

 

 

 
For Young 

worshipers: If you 

have ever heard 

“seeing is 

believing,” you will 

know why Thomas 

wanted to see Jesus’ 

hands and side after 

he was crucified. It 

was probably hard 

to believe that Jesus 

was alive!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new year may 

trigger something 

new for you. The 

staff and 

congregation 

stands with you in 

any and every 

stage of your life.  

 

 

http://www.biblestudytogether.com/


 

 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
 

                                       Blessed be the God of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

God has come to us. We cannot help but be glad! 

God has given us an inheritance that is imperishable and unfading. 

So we rejoice, even when we suffer trials. 

Although we have never seen Jesus, we love him and believe in him. 

We trust in him for the outcome of faith and the salvation of our souls.       I Peter 1:3-9 

                                         
Hymn 156                 Sign of God Made Manifest                     SALZBURG  

  

                                    Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison)  
 

Loving God, in Jesus Christ you made known to us the way of abundant life, and eternal life. We 

should prize what we have in Christ. Yet we often put other things above you and turn toward 

the ways of sin and death. Forgive us, we pray! Help us recall your deeds of power, signs, and 

wonders; especially the miracle of resurrection. In confession, hear us tell the truth of our lives, 

and guide us to know the fullness of joy. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Good News                         

 

Gloria Patri                                                                                 

 

Passing of the Peace      
                              By words and gesture, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

The Psalter                                                                                                               Psalm 16 
      Thanksgiving for God’s Saving Love 

 

Protect me God, I turn to you for help. 

I profess, “You are my Lord, my greatest good.” 

I once put faith in false gods, the idols of the land. 

Now I make no offering to them, nor invoke their names.  Those who chase after  

them add grief upon grief. 

Lord you measure out my portion, the shape of my future; 

You mark off the best place for me to enjoy my inheritance. 

I bless God who teaches me, who schools my heart even at night. 

I am sure God is here, right beside me.  I cannot be shaken. 

So my heart rejoices, my body thrills with life, my whole being rests secure. 

You will not abandon me to Sheol, nor send your faithful one to death.  You show  

me the road to life; boundless joy at your side forever! 

 

Anthem Solo                I Wonder as I Wander       Appalachian Carol/arr. John Jacob Niles 

                               DiDi Turley, mezzo-soprano 

          

 

 

 

 

Hymn 156 is an 

Epiphany hymn. 

Epiphany means 

“manifestation.” 

The hymn 

celebrates several 

ways that Jesus is 

shown to be the 

messiah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the nature 

of the invisible 

God? Though we 

do not see God, we 

are helped, 

protected, 

provided-for; God 

is our teacher, a 

presence, an 

assurance. The 

Psalmist is thinking 

about these things 

as she goes to 

worship. 

 

 



 
All Stand for the Reading of the Gospel 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                John 20:24-29 
Jesus Appears to the Thomas 

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 

when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and 

put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house 

again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 

here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 

believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you 

have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 
 

Sermon                        Beyond a Reasonable Doubt                 Larry Gildersleeve 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand                  

Response Hymn 817            We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight          DUNLAP’S CREEK 

                                                                                                      

Affirmation of Faith                                         (I Corinthians 15:1-6; Mark 16:9; Matthew 16:16;  

                                                                                                              Revelation 22:13; John 20:28) 

This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are saved, if 

we hold it fast:  That Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, 

that he was raised on the third day, and that he appeared first to the women, then to Peter, then 

to the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses.  We believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

the Living God. Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the beginning and the end; He is our Lord 

and our God.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,            

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

The Offering 

 

All Sit 

Offertory                                        Sweet Little Jesus Boy                     Robert Mac Gimsey  

                                                     Autumn Stolle, soprano 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

All Stand 

Closing Hymn 542          God Be with You Till We Meet Again        GOD BE WITH YOU 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                               Baroque Suite                              Friedrich von Spee 

                                                                    Andante 

************************************************************************* 

The earliest 

expressions of the 

Christian faith were 

witnesses to Jesus’ 

resurrection.  

The accounts of 

Jesus’ healing and 

teaching follow the 

belief that “He is 

risen!” 

 

 

 

This month, the 

“Buck in a Basket” 

offering goes to the 

Rise Against 

Hunger project.  

On February 2nd, 

our congregation 

will pack several 

thousand meals to 

feed people 

nationally and 

internationally. 

This offering will 

help us purchase 

the ingredients for 

the meals we pack.  

 



 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out. Ushers will be 
standing by to help you find the information. Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, 

officers, and congregation.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
                   270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Dana Patterson 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  The church website is able to accept online donations. Just go to the website 

below & fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You may 

also scan the QR code, right.  https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations. com/ online-donations/ 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne 

Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   Our church 

Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen 

Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, 

Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

  

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

                             Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

LAY READER:  Tim Leigh 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    
 

 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, January 12:  Isaiah 42:1–9; Psalm  

29; Acts 10:34–43; Matthew 3:13–17. 
 

TODAY 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Linda Leigh. Deacons 

assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may contact 

them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE returns Sunday January 12, 8:30am  

coffee fellowship with light breakfast, 9:30am Sunday School for  

all ages, 10:30am worship.  Make a resolution to join a Sunday  

School class this winter and grow your knowledge and faith!   

 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP resumes tonight at 5-6pm. Family meeting, dinner provided. Important information-calendar, 

Montreat, plans and more. At least one parent should attend. 

 

BUCK IN A BASKET for January will go toward Rise Against Hunger.  This is a new program for us and one that will 

culminate in packing 15,000 meals together on Sunday February 2.  We will gather in Fellowship Hall and enjoy our 

Souper Bowl Luncheon and then pack meals to be distributed to folks in need.   
 

ROOM IN THE INN meets every Thursday.  Help is needed in some areas.  Please see the sign up sheets in the 10th Ave 

Lobby to find a time to help.  We have many faithful volunteers, but need YOU too!   
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC HAS RESUMED!  Every Sunday, 9:00am in the Bell Room (across from the elevator).  All 

Kindergarten-6th Grade students are included and new voices are ALWAYS welcome.   
 

COMING UP:   
BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER.  We are beginning a new venture together in this new year.  Read through the Bible!  There 

is a special insert with the readings in your bulletin that will lead you to read the Bible through over a 2 year period.  You 

can download an app from the app store (search for Bible Study Together) that will play videos of scripture and read the 

daily selection, as desired.  Why read through the Bible?  You can't understand the whole story of God's people, of the love 

God has for us and more unless you read through the entire Bible!  While it sounds daunting, this program is designed to 

make it manageable - YOU CAN DO IT!   Visit www.biblestudytogether.com for more information.  Or speak with 

Matthew Covington.  
 

MONTREAT DEPOSITS ARE DUE not later than January 15. $100 for either Middle School (July 15-19) or High 

School (June 13-20).  Please give to David Clarke.   
 

CIRCLES  CIRCLE 3 will meet on Monday, January 6th at 11:00am at Village Manor. The WEDNESDAY MORNING 

CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, January 15th at 9:15am in the youth room (date change).  CIRCLE 6 will meet on 

Wednesday, January 8th at 10:00am at the home of Peggy Truman (2945 Smallhouse Rd., Apt. 609). The SUNDAY 

MORNING CIRCLE will meet Sunday, January 12th at 9:45am.  CIRCLE 9 will meet on Monday, January 13th at 11:30am.  

The TUESDAY EVENING CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, January 14th at 7:00pm. 
 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY is February 2.  We will need your soup, sandwiches or dessert!  Please sign up here:  

https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=IIRT4741  This meal is by donation (suggest giving what you would spend on a 

lunch out) with all proceeds benefiting Rise Against Hunger.   
 

 

 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 5 

8:30 a.m.    Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Epiphany B’fast Celebration 

9:00 a.m.    Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.   Worship 

Monday, January 6 

   11:00 a.m.   Circle 3 

  5:00 p.m.     Round Table Pulpit  
Tuesday, January 7 

 11:00 a.m.   Special Care 

 7:00 p.m.     Deacons 

Wednesday, January 8 

 10:00 a.m.    Circle 6 

 7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir 

Thursday, January 9 
6:00 p.m.      Room in the Inn 

    

   

   

 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
http://www.biblestudytogether.com/
https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=IIRT4741


 

 

OTHER NEWS:  

ART EXHIBIT Artworks is currently featured in Fellowship Hall for a new exhibit. Be sure to stop by and see it! This 

show will run until January 16th. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We express sympathy to Bettye and Joel Brown for the death of Bettye’s sister (and 

church member) Ann Dickey, who died January 1, 2020. We also express sympathy to 

Melissa Johnson and the Johnson family for the recent death of Melissa’s father, 

Robert Crumby.  


