
                              
                                                                   

 S e r v i c e  fo r  th e  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

January 3, 2021 

The Second Sunday After Christmas 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
     

Prelude                                                        Eucharista                              G. Winston Cassler 
                                                      Meditation on plainsong “Kyrie”        
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

Who chose us before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless; 

To have redemption through Christ’s blood and the forgiveness of our sins, according to 

the riches of God’s grace. 

God has set forth a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things. 

We who hope in Christ have been destined and appointed to live for the praise of God’s 

glory. 

The Holy Spirit guarantees our inheritance.                               

Let us worship God.                                                                  Adapted from Ephesians 1:3-14 

 

Opening Hymn 143               Angels From the Realms of Glory                REGENT SQUARE 
First and last Verses 

 

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;  

you, who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:  

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
 

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
 

Call to Confession 
 

We rejoice in the 

mystery of our 

being called to 

hope in Christ. 

For Young 

Worshipers: 

A new year is here. 

In 2021 God will 

have a lot of time 

to use, loving you. 

This hymn 

celebrates the 

connection 

between Christ 

 and creation. 



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

O God, if we fall down, we try to stand up again; and if we make a wrong turn, we 

quickly turn around. But we do not stand up to our sin, and we do not turn away from 

our wrong doings. Why are we so far from repentance? 

We pray for forgiveness.  Give us time to amend our lives. Teach us how to turn our 

sad self-destruction into joy. All this we pray in the name of Christ the Lord. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 
  

Response Hymn 792                 There Is a Balm in Gilead                         BALM IN GILEAD   
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick soul. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
God’s reconciling work in Jesus Christ and the mission of reconciliation to which he has  

called his church are the heart of the gospel in any age. Our generation stands in peculiar  

need of reconciliation in Christ.  The Book of Confessions 9.06 

  
All Sit 

Time with Young Disciples  
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination       
                                     

First Reading (Responsive)                                                                           Ephesians 1:3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.  

In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 

purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 

Beloved.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 

making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 

Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things  

on earth. 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose 

of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the 

first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you 

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with 

the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 

it, to the praise of his glory. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem                              Infant Holy, Infant Lowly            Polish Carol/arr. Gerre Hancock 
                                                       DiDi Turley                   

                              

 

 

 

 
 

 

Though our savior 

has come, we 

remain stuck 

 in old ways. 

Thanking  

God for God’s 

redemptive plan,  

which is timeless, 

and an extension 

of heaven to earth. 

The incarnation  

is basically this:   

the coming of 

heaven to earth. 



 

All Stand 

Second Reading                                                                                                     John 1:1-18  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the  

light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to  

testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He 

was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came  

to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  But to all who did receive him, who believed  

in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the  

will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only  

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This  

was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”)  

For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever  

seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 
 

Sermon                                             New Day; New Year                         Matthew Covington 
 

     Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 158               Born in the Night, Mary’s Child                  MARY’S CHILD 
All verses 

Born in the night, Mary's Child, a long way from your home; 

coming in need, Mary's Child, born in a borrowed room. 
 

Clear shining light, Mary's Child, your face lights up our way; 

Light of the world, Mary's Child, dawn on our darkened day. 
 

Truth of our life, Mary's Child, you tell us God is good; 

yes, it is true, Mary's Child, shown to your cross of wood. 
 

Hope of the world, Mary's Child, you're coming soon to reign; 

King of the earth, Mary's Child, walk in our streets again. 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                       A Brief Statement of Faith 
In life and death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 

whom alone we worship and serve. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 

nothing in life or death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

Sealing the Word in the Sacrament 
 

All Sit 

The Lord’s Supper 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Communion is the 

sacrament we 

repeat. It reminds 

us of Christ’s 

constant presence. 

The mystery of 

God’s incarnation 

in Christ. 
 

-Eternal 

-The essence of  

    God’s wisdom 

-A light to all 

-Grace and truth 



 

 

…. So with all those in every time and place who have called upon you expectantly, we rejoice in 

your gracious presence, singing: 
 

Sanctus                                      Sanctus                                                                 Joseph Roff 
          (congregation and choir) 

    Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,  

    heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry.  

    Ho-san-na in the high-est.   

    Bless-ed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

    Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.  
 

Music at Communion                  Let Us Break Bread Together                    arr. Arlen Clark        
 

All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 666          O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright        PUER NOBIS NASCITUR  
First and Last Verses 

 

O Splendor of God's glory bright, from light eternal bringing light, 

O Light of Light, light’s living spring, true Day, all days illumining! 
 

O Lord, with each returning morn, your image to our heart is born. 

Oh, may we ever clearly view our Savior and our God in you. 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                      Chorale:  The Old Year Is Passed Away                     Marcel Dupre                     

**************************************************************************  

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! For more information 

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please call 270-843-4707 or email our church office –

info@bgpres.org        www.bgpres.org 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just 

go to the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be 

made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

      Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, January 10:  Genesis 1:1–5; Psalm 29;  

Acts 19:1–7; Mark 1:4–11. 
 

TODAY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES TODAY!  9:00am by zoom for all  

ages.  Godly Play for K-5h grade students.  Coffee & Conversation for  

adults, resuming their read through of the Bible with Joel and Amos (on  

January 10 the Sunday Circle will meet in place of C&C).  Wired Word  

Bible Study with Dr. Nathan Love.  Contact Leslee for zoom information  

for classes.   
 

TODAY OUR CHILDREN in Godly Play heard and responded to Epiphany - the visit of the Magi to the young Jesus.  
 

COMING UP   

TESTIMONY - REMEMBERING, RECLAIMING, REARTICULATING.  Join us for a six week study of the Bible and 

Reformed faith.  Begins THIS Wednesday January 6, 7:00 by zoom, with Dr. Glenn Kirkconnell leading (this will take us to 

the beginning of Lent).  Classes will be recorded and available later for those unable to join 'live.'   
 

THE ABC'S OF DIVERSITY - HELPING OUR KIDS (AND OURSELVES) EMBRACE OUR DIFFERENCES will 

be a four week book small group January 4-25, 7:00pm by zoom.  Led by Heather and Leslee Kirkconnell, we will read the 

book and discuss implications for parents and those of us who love and interact with children.  Books/zoom information are 

available from Leslee Kirkconnell.  

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne 

Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church 

Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 3 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m.  Worship  

                        (Livestream) 

Monday, January 4 

5:00 p.m.  Round Table Pulpit 

7:00 p.m.  Book Study 

  Tuesday, January 5 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Prayer 

2:00 p.m.   Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, January 6 

      6:00 p.m.  DRITI 

  6:00 p.m.  Testimony Study 

    

  

    
 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com


 

 

 

JOIN A SMALL GROUP in 2021 and grow your faith and your relationships!  We have several on-going options already, in 

addition to what will be starting soon.  Tim Leigh is leading a Men's Prayer group (zoom) on first Tuesdays and last Thursdays 

each month by zoom;  Karen Watson is leading a walking group at Basil Griffin Park each Tuesday morning at 8:15am.  Julia 

Roberts and Mary Evans have a zoom group on the first Thursday each month (zoom).  More to come!   
 

OTHER NEWS: 

WE ARE COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THE Housing Authority and NAACP. They are in need of items for children and 

youth - socks, underwear, warm jackets, gloves, hats etc.  You can send us a donation to purchase or bring items to the church 

and we will make sure they get where needed. You can also put your items in a ziploc bag and clip to the Gloves with Love 

line on our fence.  We are seeing folks taking items they need and also leaving some!   
 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN continues!  We are sheltering folks on Wednesdays this year.  Help is needed for various jobs 

- some do not require being here on Wednesday.  Many steps are in place to keep everyone safe.  Click here for the sign up: 

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn or you can contact Rider Allen-270-938-5327. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn

