
 
“Just then, there was a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out.” 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

January 31, 2021 

The Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                                                    Psalm 18                                  Benedetto Marcello 

I love you, O lord my strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress,  

and my deliverer, my God, my rock in whom I take refuge.                                           

 
Call to Worship                                                                                              from Psalm 34 

I will extol the Lord at all times. 

His praise will always be on my lips. 

My soul will boast in the Lord. 

Let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 

Glorify the Lord with me. 

Let us exalt his name together!                                                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is helping a 

man who is sick. 

Jesus is the only 

one in the picture 

who looks calm. 

The others don’t 

know what is 

happening. 

 

This highly 

realistic painting is 

by the French artist 

James Tissot. It 

was painted more 

than 100 years ago. 

Let us hear the 

Lord’s invitation 

to worship, and 

rejoice. 



 

 

 

Opening Hymn 450           Be Thou My Vision                                           SLANE  
First and Second Verses 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true Word; I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord. 

thou my soul’s shelter and thou my high tower, raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with 

our whole heart and mind and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.  In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and 

direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 
 

Response Hymn                                                                                                          KYRIE 

       Lord, have mercy upon us, 

       Christ, have mercy upon us, 

       Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The peace of Christ be 

with you. And also with you. 

 

Time with Young Disciples 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                          From Psalm 111 

Praise the Lord!  I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the 

upright, in the congregation of those who worship.   

Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in him.  Full of honor and 

majesty is his work.  His righteousness endures forever.   

The Lord is gracious and merciful.  He provides food for those who fear him.   

He is ever mindful of his covenant.  All his precepts are trustworthy; he is faithful in 

everything he does.  

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.   

 

Anthem                                                 Holy is the One                                 Pepper Choplin 

 

 

 

 

We adore God 

for God is good. 

We confess to 

God, trusting 

that by God’s 

goodness we will 

be saved. 

God is true to 

God’s promises. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                 Mark 1:21-28 

They went to Capernaum; and when the Sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and 

taught.  They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, 

and not as the scribes.  Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 

and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to 

destroy us?  I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”   But Jesus rebuked him, saying, 

“Be silent, and come out of him!  They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 

another, “What is this?  A new teaching—with authority!  He commands even the unclean 

spirits, and they obey him.”  At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 

region of Galilee. 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

All Sit 

Sermon                                  Lessons for our Discipleship                    Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 

 
All Stand 

Response Hymn 181                Silence! Frenzied, Unclean Spirit                     EBENEZER 
  All Verses 

                                             

“Silence, frenzied, unclean spirit!” cried God’s healing Holy One. 

“Cease your ranting! Flesh can’t bear it. Flee as night before the sun.” 

At Christ’s words the demon trembled, from its victim madly rushed, 

while the crowd that was assembled stood in wonder, stunned and hushed. 
 

Lord, the demons still are thriving in the grey cells of the mind: 

tyrant voices shrill and driving, twisted thoughts that grip and bind,  

doubts that stir the heart to panic, fears distorting reason's sight,  

guilt that makes our loving frantic, dreams that cloud the soul with fright. 
 

Silence, Lord, the unclean spirit, in our mind and in our heart. 

Speak your word that, when we hear it, all our demons shall depart. 

Clear our thought and calm our feeling, still the fractured, warring soul. 

By the power of your healing make us faithful, true, and whole. 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell. The third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

Words so familiar 

they are written on 

our hearts. 

Three themes: 

Jesus’ divine 

authority, the 

opposition evil 

poses, and how 

much we 

misunderstand. 

 



 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
  

Closing Hymn 539              We Will Go Out with Joy       WE WILL GO OUT WITH JOY 
                                                                    All Verses 

 

We will go out with joy in the Spirit; we will go out with God. 

We will go out with joy in the Spirit; we will go out with God. 

Refrain 

Alleluia! We will go out with joy. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Now anyone who's born of the Spirit, sing a new song of Joy. 

Now anyone who's born of the Spirit, sing a new song of Joy. 

Refrain 

We will go out with joy in the Spirit; we will go out with God. 

We will go out with joy in the Spirit; we will go out with God. 

Refrain 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                              Benedictus                                               Eric Thiman                                       

************************************************************************* 
 
 

 

 

WELCOME VIRTUAL VISITORS! Even though we continue to worship by live-stream,  
we are glad you are with us!  We welcome your questions about our church – info@bgpres.org. 

 

 
 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 
                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 31 

9:00 a.m.     Wired Word Sunday School 

9:00 a.m.  Coffee & Conversation  

9:00 a.m.  Godly Play 

10:30 a.m.    Live Stream Worship 

3:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

Monday, February 1   
 5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit (zoom) 

 7:00 p.m.  ABC’s Book Study (zoom) 

Tuesday, February 2 

7:00 a.m.   Men’s Prayers 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, February 3 
 6:00 p.m.  DRITI 

7:00 p.m.       Testimony Class (zoom) 
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Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke   

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley, Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 
   

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, February 7:  Isaiah 40:21–31, Psalm 147:1–11, 20c, 1 Corinthians 9:16–23, Mark 1:29–

39. 
 

TODAY 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Annette Parkerson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. 

You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN continues through March 10, 2021.   Check our Sign Up Genius to see what is needed - 

click here. To protect everyone, only those who sign up will be allowed in the building.  If you need help, you can call the 

office and be put on the office lists we will have in paper form.  Each job has its own sign up.  We also have opportunities 

that don't involve being present on Wednesdays!  Contact Rider Allen for information. 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET - While we cannot actually pass the basket, we are still hoping for contributions.  Today is the final 

Sunday for Housing Authority Hot Spots!  The children and youth in school need internet access and rely on hot spots, which 

cost $10 each per month.  The Mission Committee challenges you to purchase at least one hot spot per family member this 

month!  Simply send your contribution to the church - memo Buck in Basket Hot Spots so it gets recorded properly.  AND 

THANK YOU! (In February we will be collecting for our Youth, who will use the funds to purchase/assemble hygiene kits 

for our homeless friends!)   
 

WIRED WORD CONTINUES on Sundays, 9:00am by zoom.  Led by Dr. Nathan Love, we explore a current event in light 

of Biblical and theological considerations.  Good discussion.  Email Leslee to get on the distribution list and the zoom link.  A 

recording will also be made available for those who aren't able to join us 'live.'  We open the meeting a bit early so folks can 

join in fellowship.  
  

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION CLASS meets Sundays, 9:00am by zoom.  Contact Margaret Stein for the zoom 

link.  They are almost finished reading through the Old Testament and will begin Matthew in February. 
 

GODLY PLAY Class today began hearing about the Prophets, in 1 Samuel, and the story of Samuel.   
 

YOUR STORY IS YOUR TESTIMONY - Wednesdays 7:00pm by zoom.  Dr. Glenn Kirkconnell is leading this series that 

will help us live our Reformed faith.  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for zoom information. A video will be posted following for 

those unable to join live.  THIS WEDNESDAY (February 3) the group will explore God of Action:  LOVE. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Donate Online:  The church website is able to accept online donations. Just go to the website 

below & fill out the simple form.  Donations can also be made from your smart phone.   

You may also scan the QR code, right.   https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 
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COMING UP 

H.O.P.E.—Helping Others by Providing Essentials  The youth are inviting the congregation to help put together bags of 

basic necessities for the homeless.  To make this happen, we need your involvement through time or donations. Our goal is 

to make 100 bags.  Please consider assisting us with our project.  Donations can be placed in the collection basket or dropped 

off at the church office.  Be sure to note that the donation is for the hygiene bags.  You can also see David Clarke or a youth 

member to make a donation. Can you donate $20 so we can shop for hygiene products?  We have researched the costs of 

buying in bulk and have calculated that each bag would cost $20 to obtain the products that will benefit our homeless friends.   

If you would rather donate items, here is the lists of products we have chosen for the bags:  Sunscreen, shampoo, conditioner, 

bandaids, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, bug spray, Chapstick, brush/combs, energy bars, gum, dried fruit, feminine 

pads, tampons, & hand wipes. 
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER Registration begins on Wednesday, February 17 for the Fall school year.  We offer 

classes for 2, 3, and 4 years old.  Your child must be the age of the class by August 1st of that school year.  The PLC has  

been a ministry of the church for more than 25 years.  Tell your friends and neighbors!  We are a quality program that            

adheres to a philosophy of growing God’s children spiritually, socially, and academically, with an emphasis on          

Kindergarten Readiness.  Packets are available in the church office.  You can email Kim or call for more 

information.  plcdirector@bgpres.org  
 

 

OTHER NEWS 

GLOVES WITH LOVE continues collecting children's/teens socks, underwear, warm jackets, gloves, hats, scarves, 

etc.  You may drop in the office or clip to the line on our fence (please put in a ziploc baggie to keep dry). Thank you for your 

generosity.  And we have seen that others are leaving donations for our community as well!   
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