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Gathering Around the Word 
 

Chimes 

 

Welcome 

                     

Prelude                                           Hymn Tune ERFURT                                     Flor Peeters 
 

Lord of the Church, we humbly pray For those who guide us in Thy way, 

And speak Thy holy word;  

With love divine their hearts inspire; And touch their lips with hallowed fire,  

And needful grace afford.         

                      
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for thy will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.                                    Matthew 5:3-12 

  

Hymn 419                 Lord, Who May Dwell within Your House                      RIDGEMOOR 

 

 
 
 
Jesus’ Beatitudes 

are called “the 

drumbeats of the 

kingdom march.” 

Are you marching? 

 



 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison) 
Merciful God, you require justice to be done, kindness to be loved, and that we walk humbly 

with you. But we confess that we have been distracted in our service. We seek justice for 

ourselves, and not necessarily for others. We love kindness when we experience it, but we are 

careful about offering kindness too widely. We would walk humbly with you, but we have little 

practice at being humble. Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in the 

goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  Silence for personal confession 

 

Declaration of the Good News 
 

Response Hymn        Your Goodness and Your Gracious Love                    RIDGEMOOR 
 

Your goodness and your gracious love pursue me all my days, 

Your house, O Lord, shall be my home—your name my endless praise. 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ (Extended) 

A Prayer Before We Speak of God to One Another (Unison) 
 

O God, who sends the Holy Spirit on the Church, bless each of us to bring glad 

tidings of great joy by our testimony and witness to each other. Amen. 
 

In each order of service (bulletin) there is a faith question on a green slip of paper.  

As you are comfortable, share your answer with someone else.  
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Please sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Old Testament Reading (Responsive)                                                          Micah 6:1-4, 6-8  
What Does the Lord Require, After All? 

Hear what the LORD says:  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 

your voice. The Lord has a dispute with God’s people! 

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the 

earth, for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.  

The Lord will offer a challenge in a voice that shakes the foundations! 

“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! Can you 

fault the Lord for anything, or in any way? Then say so! 
 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. The Lord saved you from bad Egypt, 

and paid a price for doing it. At every instance and in every condition, the Lord has 

offered rescue! 

“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I 

come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? What about one of the 

traditional offerings, regularly and ritually offered, again and again, over and over; as 

our failings before you have occurred over and over, O God? 
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I 

give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  

What about a great and excessive offering, for our great and excessive failings? 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? It is plain: God requires 

fairness with the neighbor, compassion and loyalty in love, and the humility of real 

faith. 

               

During the season 

of Epiphany, we 

continue to admit 

that we do not see 

clearly, and that 

God is still being 

revealed to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After all God has 

done for us, we 

hesitate to offer the 

Lord our best. We 

will learn to offer 

justice, kindness, 

and humility.  



 
 

Anthem                     Give Me Jesus              African American Spiritual/arr. Craig Courtney 

                        Jeremiah Simpson, baritone 

 

Epistle Reading                                                                                          I Corinthians 18-25  
The Cross  and the Power of  God  

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,                                                               

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”                                                         

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 

did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the 

proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 

the wisdom of God.  For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

Sermon                        Did the Lord Wake You Up This Morning?          Matthew Covington                   
    

Responding 
All Stand 

The Witness of Faith:  Speak to one another again, this time adding to what you said before,  

                                       and answering the question; “Why did God wake you this morning?” 

 

Hymn 104                 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You          VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                       From A Brief Statement of Faith 
 

In life and in death we belong to God. 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship 

and serve.  

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and  

blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 

outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths  

of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the  

dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from 

death to life eternal.                                        

 
Please sit 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Offertory                                        Cantilene religeuse                                 Theodore Dubois                            
 
All Stand  

Doxology  

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

 

 

 

How shall we 

speak of the power 

of God? The 

Apostle Paul tells 

the Corinthian 

church that he has 

“decided to know 

nothing… except 

Jesus Christ, and 

him crucified.”  

  I Corinthians 2:2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Brief Statement 

of Faith clearly 

connects Jesus life 

and ministry with 

his death and 

resurrection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Buck in a 

Basket Offering  

is taken on the 

Second and  

Fourth Sundays, 

not today. 



 

Sending 
 

Hymn 372                                             O For A World                                              AZMON 

 

Benediction 
 

Thoughts or questions about today’s worship? Meet Matthew in the Chapel. 

 

Postlude                         O Lord, How Shall I Meet You          VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

**************************************************************************

              
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie 

Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


                       

                        Announcements                                                     

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin,  

                                                  Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Nick Rabold 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet  

Bruno Sanchez, Barbara Solberg-Hale 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY February 5:  Micah 6:1–8; Psalm 15; 

1 Corinthians 1:18–31; Matthew 5:1–12. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Fred Trickey and  

Linda Leigh. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our  

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  

 270-843-4707. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING The Session has called a 

congregational meeting to follow worship on February 5th for the 

congregation to receive the church's 2023 operating budget. 
 

TODAY: 

EATING OUT SMALL GROUP  You are invited to join the Eating Out Small Group after worship. This group is for people 

who like to go out to eat after church and would enjoy eating and visiting with others. We will be going to O' Charley's 

Restaurant, 2625 Scottsville Road in front of Greenwood Mall on January 29.   
 

NEW SMALL GROUP  Do you enjoy singing the old familiar hymns? If so, we have a new Small Group for you! Several of 

us enjoyed singing Christmas carols to our friends who are homebound or in care centers and we noticed how much they 

enjoyed us singing to them. We wondered why we only do this once a year when it brings so much joy to them and to us. 

Would you be interested in getting together at other times of the year to sing and spread a little cheer?  If so, please let Mary 

Evans know - 270-791-7205 or maryameliaevans@gmail.com.  
 

IN HONOR OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. the Collegiate Ensemble and Chancel Choir will be presenting a 

spiritual each Sunday in January. American Negro Spirituals are the folk songs created by the enslaved Africans after their 

arrival in North America between 1619 and 1860. These melodies and stories have been passed down orally from generation 

to generation in the plantation fields, in churches and in camp meetings and have presently taken their places on concert hall 

stages and recital series around the world.  

Dr. Everett McCorvey, who was born and reared around the corner from Martin Luther King, Jr in Montgomery, Alabama           

is a researcher in this area, the founder of the American Spiritual Ensemble and Professor of Voice and Endowed Chair            in 

Opera Studies, University of Kentucky comments: “The term 'American Negro Spirituals' speaks to the history, the suffering, 

the hope and the resolve of a people who were able to sing through their suffering and tell and re-tell their heroic stories of 

triumph and survival through these songs. It is a story and a history that hopefully will never be forgotten. And while the songs 

were born out of this very dark period in our American History, these songs are now sung, celebrated, and revered all around 

the world.  

While some of the language in the music is updated in order to be sung in a more contemporary style and to remove the barrier 

of dialect, the melodies, the sentiment and the stories of the spirituals are over 400 years old and need to be sung and 

remembered. I would encourage teachers and singers to be comfortable with calling the melodies what they are. They are 

"American Negro Spirituals." Please feel free to call them "Negro Spirituals" or just "Spirituals" or "American Negro 

Spirituals," but the ultimate goal is for these melodies to be celebrated and sung by all.  

(https://www.nats.org/History_of_American_Negro_Spiritual.html) 
 

GLOVES FOR LOVE is presently in need of gloves and hats for our fence line. A bin is located in the Tenth Street lobby for 

any contributions to this ministry. Thank you to all who have brought in warming items to offer to others in need! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 29 

     8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.    Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

12:00 p.m.     Eating Out Group 

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

   Monday, January 30 
         9:00 a.m.     GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, January 31 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, February 01 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

   Thursday, February 02 

         6:00 p.m.        DRITI 

   Friday, February 03 
         7:30 a.m.      Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES at 9:15am  
-THE CHOSEN CLASS - Conference Room, 9:15am Season 3  

February 5: Episode 5, Clean, Part 2 As tensions mount at home, Simon and Gaius work together to fix the water problem in 

Capernaum. Meanwhile, Jairus and Veronica are equally desperate to find Jesus as the only hope for their crises. 

-THE COFFEE AND CONVERSATIONS class will be reading “24 Hours that Changed the World” by Adam Hamilton  

-YOUTH CLASS – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

-PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S classes – downstairs 
 

COMING UP:  

THE YOUTH WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU to Youth Group on February 5th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. The youth will be 

mixing up cookie dough for the desserts that will be served on February 12 at the Macaroni and Cheese Bake-Off.  Join us!  If 

you have a favorite recipe for cookies or sweet treats, bring your ingredients and join us for fun in the church kitchen.  Or go 

home with cookie dough to be cooked for the following week’s meal.  Not available on Feb 5? …No problem, you can also 

bring desserts on the day of.  (We ask that you bring them individually wrapped.) 
 

MAC & CHEESE BAKEOFF  Join the youth for a Macaroni and Cheese Bake Off on February 12 after worship service.  

Bring your favorite macaroni and cheese dish to share.  Let’s crown a winner and enjoy some fellowship. The money raised 

will be donated to Megan’s Mobile Grocery. Please call the church office or fill out the information sheet in the bulletin if 

you would like to participate (bring a macaroni dish). Please make sure your dishes can serve at least 12 people. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and look 

forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans) 

Hymn Sing Group - being organized (contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier, or 

Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
   
DRITI continues, with our church hosting every Thursday night.  Thanks to the many folks who have helped with this 

ministry.  We are asking that you add your name to a slot on the sign-up sheets located outside the chapel wherever you can 

help. Your assistance is needed and appreciated!   
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, please 

visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 
 

SATURDAY MEALS  Hello Everyone!  It’s nearing that time again-- February 25th is the next Presbyterian day to host 

Saturday Meals.  We need volunteers for sorting, packing, kitchen assistance, and delivery.  If you are interested in the inside 

work, please arrive at the First Baptist Church by 6:30am.  For delivery, please arrive between 8-8:30am.  We need 18 

volunteers total.  There are 11 routes, but you can take more than one if you’d like.  That would bring the volunteer count 

down.  If you are interested, please reach me (Lovelyn) one of the following ways:  ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com; send 

a text to 619-368-2103, or just drop a note in my cubby in the Presbyterian church office.  Thank you!  --Lovelyn Williams 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH is planning their Spring community giveaway.  It will be held in  

April (date tba). If you have items to donate, you may contact Lovelyn Williams at Cecelia:  270/935-5110 (msg) or 

ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com.  They will be glad to pick up items, or make arrangements to meet at their church where 

people can drop things off.   
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