
                                                              

                                             
                               “Follow me, and I will make you fishers for people.”     

                                                                                                              Matthew 4:19 
                                           

            

 T h e  T h i r d  S u n d a y  A f t e r  E p i p h a n y   

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  
 

January 22, 2023 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                    

 

Welcome 

                     

Prelude                                           The Son of God Is Come                            Marcel Dupre                                       

                      
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Leader:  Thanks be to God, that we have risen from sleep this day.  

People:  To meet Him who has risen from death. 

Leader:   Out of the darkness, we have awakened to the light. 

People:  To meet Him who is the light of the world. 

Leader:   In the day before us, Christ is around us. 

People:   To call us into His glorious presence. 

Leader:    The new day opens all its possibilities before us. 

People:   We will meet Christ, and follow as His disciples.  

 

Hymn 14                                       For the Beauty of the Earth                                        DIX 

 

 

 
 
For Young 

Worshipers: 

Was it hard for 

Peter, Andrew, 

James, and John 

to give up their 

life-long jobs as 

fishermen in 

order to follow 

Jesus? 

 

Change isn’t 

easy. Still, Jesus 

asks us to follow 

him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcome 

you.  
 
All of you.  
 
Each of you.  
 
All that is in each 

of you. 



 

 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison) 
Merciful God, you made us in your image, with a mind to know you, a heart to love you, and 

a will to serve you. But our knowledge is imperfect, our love is inconsistent, our obedience is 

incomplete. Day by day we fail to grow into your likeness; yet you are slow to be angry with 

your children. For the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior, do not hold our sins against 

us, but in your tender love, forgive.  Silence for personal confession 
 

Declaration of the Good News 

 

Response Hymn 610                 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                        AZMON 
 

Christ breaks the power of reigning sin, And sets the prisoner free; 

Christ’s blood can make the sinful clean, Christ’s blood availed for me. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

We greet the Lord by greeting one another in his name. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 
Please sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Old Testament Reading (Responsive)                               Isaiah 9:1-4; Refrain, Psalm 27:1  
 

                             
 

 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought 

into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time 

he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 

nations. (Sing Refrain) 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land  

of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. (R) 

 

Anthem                                            Come Follow Me                                        Jay Althouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our confession 

during the season 

of Epiphany is that 

we have failed to 

see God. Neither 

have we seen the 

image of God in 

ourselves and in 

each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our hope is secure 

because God is our 

light and our 

salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“In a former 

time, the Lord 

brought…” and  

“in the latter time 

God will make…” 

The people are 

under God’s 

blessing in the past, 

present, and future.  

 

 

 

 

. 

  



 
All Stand  

Gospel Reading                                                                                           Matthew 4:12-23  

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left 

Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 

Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of  

the Gentiles— the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat  

in the region and shadow of death, light has dawned.” 

 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and  

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to  

them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets  

and followed him.  As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of  

Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 

and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good  

news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 

All Sit 

Sermon                                                    Fishing                                    Matthew Covington 
    

Responding 
All Stand 

Hymn 720                                           Jesus Calls Us                                             GALILEE 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                           From A Brief Statement of Faith 
 

In life and in death we belong to God. 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God,     

     the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed  

      the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and  

      release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and  

      blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the  

      brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and  

      calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  

  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was  

       crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his  

       life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the  

       dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin  

       and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.                                        

 
Please sit 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Offertory                           Steal Away             American Negro Spiritual/arr. H.T. Burleigh 

                                   Darcy Merriman, tenor  

           
All Stand  

Doxology  

 

 

The whole ministry 

of Jesus is heralded 

here:  fulfilling 

scripture, teaching 

repentance and the 

nearness of God, 

calling disciples, 

proclaiming good 

news, and healing 

the people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many statements of 

faith tell of Jesus’ 

birth and death, but 

do not mention his 

life of ministry. A 

Brief Statement of 

Faith is different.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buck in a Basket 

will go toward our 

Gloves for Love 

ministry, which 

provides warm 

clothes to any who 

have need, and to 

the Bowling Green 

Housing Authority. 



 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Sending 
 

Hymn 725                                     O Jesus, I Have Promised                                 NYLAND 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                               If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee                       Paul Manz        

************************************************************************* 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie 

Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


                       

                        Announcements                                                     

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin,  

                                                  Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Tim Leigh 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet  

Bruno Sanchez, Barbara Solberg-Hale 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY January 29:  Micah 6:1–8; Psalm 15; 

1 Corinthians 1:18–31; Matthew 5:1–12. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Trudy Burkeen and 

Barbara Brindle. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our  

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  

 270-843-4707. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN IN on the pew pads this morning.  

It is helpful to us in tracking our congregational attendance. 
 

TODAY: 

EATING OUT SMALL GROUP  You are invited to join the  

Eating Out Small Group after worship on Sundays. This group is for people who like to go out to eat after church and would 

enjoy eatingand visiting with others. We will be going to Ruby Tuesday at 2945 Scottsville Road.  Each week we will decide 

where we want to go for lunch the next Sunday. If you have questions or suggestions, please contact Mary Evans at 270-791-

7205. 
 

OUR CHURCH YOUTH GROUP continues to meet every Sunday evening from 5-7:00 p.m. Brianne Trickey, Matt Hunt,  

Julia Roberts, and Mary Evans are meeting with the youth in David's absence. Each Sunday evening begins with a meal and  

your help is needed in providing these meals.  Please use the SignUp Genius at:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0f4ea5a729a5f58-youth6/37193543#/  or contact Mary Evans if you can help. 
 

IN HONOR OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. the Collegiate Ensemble and Chancel Choir will be presenting a 

spiritual each Sunday in January. American Negro Spirituals are the folk songs created by the enslaved Africans after their 

arrival in North America between 1619 and 1860. These melodies and stories have been passed down orally from generation 

to generation in the plantation fields, in churches and in camp meetings and have presently taken their places on concert hall 

stages and recital series around the world.  

Dr. Everett McCorvey, who was born and reared around the corner from Martin Luther King, Jr in Montgomery, Alabama           

is a researcher in this area, the founder of the American Spiritual Ensemble and Professor of Voice and Endowed Chair            

in Opera Studies, University of Kentucky comments: “The term 'American Negro Spirituals' speaks to the history, the 

suffering, the hope and the resolve of a people who were able to sing through their suffering and tell and re-tell their heroic 

stories of triumph and survival through these songs. It is a story and a history that hopefully will never be forgotten. And 

while the songs were born out of this very dark period in our American History, these songs are now sung, celebrated, and 

revered all around the world.  

While some of the language in the music is updated in order to be sung in a more contemporary style and to remove the 

barrier of dialect, the melodies, the sentiment and the stories of the spirituals are over 400 years old and need to be sung and 

remembered. I would encourage teachers and singers to be comfortable with calling the melodies what they are. They are 

"American Negro Spirituals." Please feel free to call them "Negro Spirituals" or just "Spirituals" or "American Negro 

Spirituals," but the ultimate goal is for these melodies to be celebrated and sung by all.  

(https://www.nats.org/History_of_American_Negro_Spiritual.html) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 22 

     8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.      Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

12:00 p.m.     Eating Out Group 

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

   Monday, January 23 
         9:00 a.m.        GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, January 24 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, January 25 

         7:00 a.m.        Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

   Thursday, January 26 

         6:00 p.m.        DRITI 

   Friday, January 27 
         7:30 a.m.        Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0f4ea5a729a5f58-youth6/37193543#/
https://www.nats.org/History_of_American_Negro_Spiritual.html


COMING UP:  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES – 9:15am 
The Chosen Class - Conference Room, 9:15am - Jan. 29:  Season 3, Episode 4 
 

Coffee and Conversations - reading “24 Hours that Changed the World” by Adam Hamilton  
 

Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

Preschool and Children’s classes – downstairs 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, 

pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and 

look forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh,  

Pamela Napier, or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
 

MAC & CHEESE BAKEOFF  Join the youth for a Macaroni and Cheese Bake-Off on February 12 after worship service.  

If you wish to compete, bring your favorite macaroni and cheese dish to share.   Let’s crown a winner and enjoy some 

fellowship! 
 

GLOVES FOR LOVE is presently in need of gloves and hats for our fence line. A bin is located in the Tenth Street lobby 

for any contributions to this ministry. Thank you to all who have brought in warming items to offer to others in need! 
 

DRITI continues, with our church hosting every Thursday night.  Thanks to the many folks who have helped with this 

ministry.  We are asking that you add your name to a slot on the sign-up sheets located outside the chapel wherever you can 

help. Your assistance is needed and appreciated!   
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, 

please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 
 

SATURDAY MEALS  Hello Everyone!  It’s nearing that time again-- February 25th is the next Presbyterian day 

to host Saturday Meals.  We need volunteers for sorting, packing, kitchen assistance, and delivery.  If you are 

interested in the inside work, please arrive at the First Baptist Church by 6:30am.  For delivery, please arrive 

between 8-8:30am.  We need 18 volunteers total.  There are 11 routes, but you can take more than one if you’d 

like.  That would bring the volunteer count down.  If you are interested, please reach me (Lovelyn) one of the 

following ways:  ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com; send a text to 619-368-2103, or just drop a note in my cubby 

in the Presbyterian church office.  Thank you!  --Lovelyn Williams 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES in boxes (for 2023) are available in the Tenth Street lobby, for anyone who wishes to take home 

a set. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Cheryl/Desktop/Mac%20n%20Cheese%20bakeoff.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader
mailto:ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com

