
                           

                  H e r e ’ s  t o  M e m o r y ,  a n d  t o  N e w  B e g i n n i n g s  i n  a  N e w  Y e a r                                                                             

 S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lord ’ s  Da y  
 

January 1, 2023 

The Sunday After Christmas 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

     

Prelude                                      All Glory Be to God Alone                           David Schack               

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ;                                          

Who chose us before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless;                    

To have redemption through Christ’s blood and the forgiveness of our sins, 

according to the riches of God’s grace.                                                                        

God has set forth a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things.                                 

We who hope in Christ have been destined and appointed to live for the praise of 

God’s glory. The Holy Spirit guarantees our inheritance.                                           

Let us worship God.                                                                Adapted from Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

Opening Hymn 143             Angels From the Realms of Glory             REGENT SQUARE 
First and Last Verses 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

Almighty God, we thank you for all that has gone before, and for all that is yet to 

come. The New Year becomes a portal, taking us from what we have been and 

giving us new life in Jesus Christ. We rejoice in what we have, and we long for 

Christ’s redemption and repair. Forgive us of our sins, and set us on the way  

of new life in a new year, in the name of Christ the Lord. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

 

 

Our savior has come 

to get us unstuck 

from old ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The month of 

January is named 

for the Roman god 

of doorways and 

beginnings, Janus. 

Janus has two faces. 

The New Year is a 

portal. We look 

back to see what has 

made us what we 

are. We look 

forward to what is 

new. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We rejoice in the 

mystery of our 

being called to  

hope in Christ. 



 

 

Declaration of Good News 
  

Response Hymn 792            There Is a Balm in Gilead                         BALM IN GILEAD   
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick soul. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
God’s reconciling work in Jesus Christ and the mission of reconciliation to which he has  

called his church are the heart of the gospel in any age. Our generation stands in peculiar  

need of reconciliation in Christ.  The Book of Confessions 9.06 
  

Hearing the Word 
All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination       
                                     

Reading from the First Covenant                                                                  Isaiah 63:7-8  
Recalling How God Has Always Protected God’s People 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD,  the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 

because of all that the LORD has done for us and the great favor to the house of Israel 

that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his 

steadfast love. For he said, “Surely, they are my people, children who will not act 

deceitfully,” and he became their savior 

  

Anthem                                What Can I Give Him?             G. Holst/arr. Mark Schweizer 

                                               Collegiate Ensemble 

                                 
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                         Matthew 2:13-20  
A Blessed Start for the New Israel 

Now after the visitors had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 

tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  Then Joseph got up, 

took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt and remained there until the 

death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” When Herod saw that he had been tricked 

by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 

Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned 

from the magi. Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

and said,  “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 

who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 

 

Sermon                                           New Day; New Year                      Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 666      O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright        PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
First and Last Verses 

 

 

 

History becomes 

promise, for which 

Jesus is 

fulfillment. 

Israel’s memory is 

saturated with 

thoughts of God’s 

saving promise. 



 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                  A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in one triune God, the Holy 

One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. With believers in every time and 

place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death can separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
All Sit 

Offering                                 
 

Offertory                                     Mary Had a Baby                19th century Negro Spiritual 

                           Wayne Pope, baritone         Beth Pope, piano 
 

Doxology 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Sealing the Word in the Sacrament 
 

All Stand 

Hymn of Preparation 530           One Bread, One Body          ONE BREAD, ONE BODY 
All Verses 

 

All Sit 

The Lord’s Supper 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…. So with all those in every time and place who have called upon you expectantly, we rejoice in 

your gracious presence, singing: 
 

Sanctus                                               Sanctus                                                   Joseph Roff 
                   (congregation and choir) 

    Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,  

    heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry.  

    Ho-san-na in the high-est.   

    Bless-ed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

    Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.  

 

Music at Communion                          Angel’s Lullaby                                 Andrew Gard 
 

All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

Communion is the 

sacrament we 

repeat. It reminds 

us of Christ’s 

constant presence. 



 

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 109                         Song of Zechariah                                MERLE’S TUNE 
All Verses 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                     Song for the First Sunday After Christmas                  Alex Chauvet           

************************************************************************ 
  

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, 

Fred Trickey 

 

 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


                     

                     Announcements                                                     
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin,  

                                                  Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Sheila Reeves 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet  

Bruno Sanchez, Barbara Solberg-Hale 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY January 8:  Isaiah 42:1–9;  

Psalm 29; Acts 10:34–43; Matthew 3:13–17. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Ernie Small.  

Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation.  

You may contact them through the church office:  

 270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, January 2nd  

for the New Year holiday. 
 

COMING UP:  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES – 9:00am, resuming on January 8th 
THE CHOSEN CLASS   The Chosen Sunday School class continues in the new year, with Season 3 (Episode 1) beginning 

on Sunday, January 8 at 9:15am in the Conference Room.  (Future episodes will be released week by week. Stay tuned!) 

Jan 8:  Homecoming  Jesus delivers the most life-altering sermon in history. The result? More followers, more enemies, 

and disciples ready to follow Jesus anywhere. Simon and Eden reunite, Matthew faces his past, and Andrew visits John the 

Baptist in prison. 

Jan. 15:  Two by Two  Jesus is a problem for the Romans. With pilgrims from everywhere setting up a tent city at the gates 

of Capernaum to see Jesus, tensions rise. Jesus officially sends the twelve apostles on an exciting but dangerous mission, 

causing Little James to ask why he hasn’t been healed.     
 

Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

Preschool and Children’s classes – downstairs 

 

OTHER NEWS:  

DRITI continues, with our church hosting every Thursday night.  Thanks to the many folks who have helped with this 

ministry.  We are asking that you add your name to a slot on the sign-up sheets located outside the chapel wherever you 

can help. Your assistance is needed and appreciated!   
 

CURRENTLY IN OUR FELLOWSHIP HALL GALLERY is the latest exhibit by the ArtWorks artist group. A variety 

of works are hanging by several artists, and we have had several people from outside the church stop in to view the show. 

This exhibit ends Jan. 13. Be sure not to miss it! 

  

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, 

pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now is an especially good time as 

we rally back together for the new church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small Groups and look forward 

to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out (Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier, or 

Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 1 
10:30 a.m.     Worship  

   Monday, January 2                    
                        Office Closed 

         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, January 3 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

         7:00 p.m.       Deacons 

   Wednesday, January 4 
         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

   Thursday, January 5 
         6:00 p.m.       DRITI 

         7:00 p.m        Neighborhood Group 

   Friday, January 6 
         7:30 a.m.     Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 

 

    

 

 



 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, 

please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 

 

GLOVES WITH LOVE  Our 10th Street fence holds gloves, socks, hats, and scarves during the DRITI season.  Your 

donations of items to hang on the fence are appreciated.  Please place your donations in the blue bin under the table in the 

10th Street Foyer.  If you would like to be a helper who stocks the fences each week let the office know. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

