
                                     
                

                                                                   

 S e r v i c e  fo r  th e  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

January 10, 2021 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday  

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                                     Deep River                                            TRADITIONAL 
                                                             Wayne Pope, baritone 
 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 
In the beginning, at creation, the Spirit of God hovered over the waters of the deep. 

The Water is Poured 

By the flood in the time of Noah, God cleansed the earth. 

God caused the waters to part, so Israel could cross from slavery into freedom. 
The Water is Poured 

God has formed each of us in the waters of our mothers’ wombs. 

Jesus was baptized in the water of the Jordan River. 

A woman at a well was the first person to recognize that Jesus is the Christ. 

Jesus offered the woman Living Water. 

The Water is Poured 

Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus. 

God meant him to be the firstborn of a large family, baptized in his name.  

 

 

 

For Young 

worshipers: Jesus 

was baptized by 

John in the Jordan 

River.  Do you see 

the dove coming 

down? Do you see 

the fish in the 

water? See the 

angels, with 

towels, to dry  

Jesus off! 

Do you like this 

picture? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Truly I perceive 

that God shows no 

partiality, but in 

every nation any 

one who fears him 

and does what is 

right is acceptable 

to God.”  
Acts 10:34-35  



 

 

Opening Hymn 484                     Out of Deep, Unordered Water                        RUSTINGTON 
First and Last Verses 

Out of deep, unordered water God created light and land, 

world of bird and beast and, later, in God's image, woman, man. 

There is water in the river bringing life to tree and plant. 

Let creation praise its giver; there is water in the font. 
 

Standing round the font reminds us of the Hebrews' climb ashore. 

Life is hallowed by the knowledge: God has been this way before. 

There is water in the river bringing life to tree and plant. 

Let creation praise its giver; there is water in the font. 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Loving God, we thank you for new life in Jesus Christ, and for a sign of that new life, made 
when we passed through the maternal, eternal, saving waters of baptism. Still we confess, we 
have a hard time throwing off our old lives. We remain selfishly preoccupied; we cling to 
destructive habits; we hold on to the familiar, and neglect the promise of different lives, based 
in Christ.  
Have mercy on us, and free us from our sin. Remind us of the promises you have made, and let 
us feel ourselves lifted in your gracious mercy. Amen. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn 482                          Baptized in Water                                      BUNESSAN 
 

Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit 

Cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King: 

Heirs of salvation, Trusting the promise, 

Faithfully now God’s praises we sing!  

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
We greet one another in the unity of the Spirit. 

 

Time with Young Disciples    

 

Hearing the Word 
All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination       
                                     

Reading from the First Covenant                                                                      Genesis 1:1-5 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was 

good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

Anthem                                                 Baptized in Water                               Wayne L. Wold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By connecting the 

water of Baptism  

and the waters 

through which the 

Hebrews were set 

free, this hymn 

reminds us that 

baptism incorporates 

us into God’s 

constant, continuing 

plan to redeem  

and save. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From its very first 

verses, the Bible 

tells us that God is 

at work, making 

something new. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What connections  

to Creation does 

Baptism suggest? 

+Water 

+God’s Voice 

+ God’s Spirit 

+ Adoption as     

 Children of God 



 

 
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                     Mark 1:1-10  

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you who will 

prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight,’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going 

out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 

clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  

He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you  

with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just 

as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 

dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

 

Sermon                                              Baptism of the Lord                         Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 488          I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry                 WATERLIFE  
All Verses 

I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old.  

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.  

I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;  

In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.  

 

When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on;  

You were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong.  

If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one,  

I'll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk 'till rising sun.  

 

In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young,  

I'll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I've begun.  

When the evening gently closes in, and you shut your weary eyes,  

I'll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise. 

 
          Affirmation of Faith  (Responsive)                                    Based on: A Declaration of Faith 

The sacraments confirm the Word of God. 

We believe that in the washing with water the Holy Spirit demonstrates and confirms 

the promises of the embodied, written, and preached Word with vividness and power. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, we turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its  

power in the world. 

In baptism we give ourselves up in faith and repentance to be the Lord’s. 

Baptism is a reminder that God loves us. 

God loves us long before we can love God. 

And both God’s grace and our response to it continue to deepen throughout this life. 

This is love, not that we have loved God but that God loved us and sent God’s son to  

be the relief of our sins. 
All Sit   

 

 

 

Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper  

are the only 

sacraments of our 

Church. 

 

 

 

How is baptism 

with water an old 

way, and baptism 

with the Holy 

Spirit new? 

 

 

 



 

 

Minute for Mission – DRITI                                                                                Rider Allen 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
  

Closing Hymn 32                    I Sing the Mighty Power of God                     ELLACOMBE 
First Verse Only 

I sing the mighty power of God, that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies.  

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;  

The moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey. 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                Christ Our Lord to Jordan Came                          Marcel Dupré                     

**************************************************************************  

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! For more information 

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please call 270-843-4707 or email our church office –

info@bgpres.org        www.bgpres.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne 

Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church 

Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just 

go to the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be 

made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

 

                         The Presbyterian Church Staff 
                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

      Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, January 17:  1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20); Psalm139:1–6, 13–18; 1 Corinthians 6:12–20; 

John 1:43–51. 
 

TODA 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Robert Byrd and Rider Allen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY OUR CHILDREN in Godly Play learned about Baptism – on this Baptism of the Lord Sunday.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES!  9:00am by zoom for all ages.   

Godly Play for K-5h grade students.  For adults - Coffee & Conversation (reading through the Bible) or Wired Word Bible 

Study with Dr. Nathan Love.  Contact Leslee for zoom information for classes.  
 

BUCK IN A BASKET - While we cannot actually pass the basket, we are still hoping for contributions.  In January we are 

collecting for Housing Authority Hot Spots.  The children and youth in school need internet access and rely on hot spots, which 

cost $10 each per month.  The Mission Committee challenges you to purchase at least one hot spot per family member this 

month!  Simply send your contribution to the church - memo Buck in Basket Hot Spots so it gets recorded properly.  AND 

THANK YOU!  
 

JOIN A SMALL GROUP in 2021 and grow your faith and your relationships!  We have several on-going options already, in 

addition to what will be starting soon.  Tim Leigh is leading a Men's Prayer group (zoom) on first Tuesdays and last Thursdays 

each month by zoom; Karen Watson is leading a walking group at Basil Griffin Park each Tuesday morning at 8:15am.  Julia 

Roberts and Mary Evans have a zoom group on the first Thursday each month (zoom).  More to come!   
 

COMING UP   

TESTIMONY - REMEMBERING, RECLAIMING, REARTICULATING.  This study of the Bible and Reformed faith 

continues on Wednesdays, 7:00 by zoom, with Dr. Glenn Kirkconnell leading (this will take us to the beginning of 

Lent).  Classes will be recorded and available later for those unable to join 'live.'   
 

THE ABC'S OF DIVERSITY - HELPING OUR KIDS (AND OURSELVES) EMBRACE OUR DIFFERENCES will 

be a four week book small group beginning January 18, 7:00pm by zoom.  Led by Heather and Leslee Kirkconnell, we will 

read the book and discuss implications for parents and those of us who love and interact with children.  Books/zoom information 

are available from Leslee Kirkconnell.  
 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 10 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m.  Worship  

                        (Livestream) 

3:00 p.m.  Youth Group - tba 

Monday, January 11 

5:00 p.m.  Round Table Pulpit 

  Tuesday, January 12 
2:00 p.m.   Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Youth Council meeting 

   Wednesday, January 13 

       6:00 p.m.  DRITI 

   7:00 p.m.  Testimony Study 

   Thursday, January 14 

   7:00 p.m.  Small Group Taskforce 

  

    

  

    
 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com


 

 

 

 

OTHER NEWS: 

WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT ITEMS for the Housing Authority and NAACP. Most needed - socks, underwear, warm 

jackets, gloves, hats etc - especially for children and youth.  You can send us a donation to purchase or bring items to the church 

and we will make sure they get where needed. You can also put your items in a ziploc bag and clip to the Gloves with Love 

line on our fence.  We are seeing folks taking items they need and also leaving some!   
 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN continues!  We are sheltering folks on Wednesdays this year.  Help is needed for various jobs 

- some do not require being here on Wednesday.  Many steps are in place to keep everyone safe.  Click here for the sign up: 

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn or you can contact Rider Allen-270-938-5327. 
 

FRUIT, DINNER, BREAKFAST are all particular needs for DRITI.  If you wish to help, you can prepare something at home 

and deliver to the church.  Fruit for breakfast is especially helpful – but NO apples please-and we have max of 9 guests.   We 

also need breakfast casseroles - please bake at home and freeze or deliver and we will freeze until needed.  We have a number 

of open dinner weeks, and even if you wish to just contribute a side dish or dessert, that will be very 

helpful!  Questions?  Contact Rider Allen or Leslee Kirkconnell.  

 

 

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn

