
 

 
He came, and took her by the hand, and lifted he up. Then the fever left her. 

Mark 1:31 
 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

February 7, 2021 

The Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 

 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                                                  Meditation                                           Peter Hurford 

                                       Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks:   

                                       so longeth my soul after thee, O God.                      

    

Call to Worship                                                                                               from Isaiah 40 

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? Isn’t it clear that God created the world?  

Look at the evening sky! Who created the stars? Who gave them each a name?   

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? 

The Lord gives strength to those who are weary.  

Even young people get tired, then stumble and fall.  

But those who trust the Lord will find new strength. They will soar like eagles; they 

will walk and run without getting tired. 
 

Hymn 35                           Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty              LOBE DEN HERREN 
First Verse Only 

 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear; now to his temple draw near, join me in glad adoration. 

 

Call to Confession 

When Jesus heals 

Peter’s mother-in-

law, the universal 

power of God 

enters a  

particular and 

domestic scene.  

We can imagine 

Peter thinking, 

“Hey, there should 

be some advantage 

that comes from 

being friends with 

Jesus.” May that 

advantage, the 

power of God  

in our lives, be 

apparent to us all! 

Isaiah wrote during 

his people’s bitter 

exile to Babylon. 

Here he offers his 

people hope that 

God will soon 

bring an end to this 

disastrous time. 



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

Lord, the world remains charged with your glory, and shines with the light of your 

goodness. We see that grandeur in Jesus Christ! His eternal presence touches every 

created thing, and every moment. When life is hard, when temptation comes and  

we are weak, when others are cruel; he comes. Forgive us for our ignorance.  

In repentance, turn us toward your glorious light again. 

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 
 

Response Hymn 415              Come Ye Sinners Poor and Needy                RESTORATION 
First, Second and Fourth Verses 

 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore; 

Jesus ready, stands to save you, full of pity, love and power 

   Refrain 

I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms. 

In the arms of my dear Savior, O, there are ten thousand charms. 
 

Come, ye weary, heavy laden, lost and ruined by the fall; 

if you tarry till you're better, you will never come at all. 

   Refrain 
 

Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream; 

all the fitness he requireth is to feel your need of him. 

   Refrain 
 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The peace of Christ be 

with you. And also with you. 

        

     Time with Young Disciples     “If Jesus Came to My House” 

 

Hearing the Word 

 

The Psaltery                                                                                                   Psalm 147:1-11 

Shout praises to the Lord!    

Our God is kind, and it is right and good to sing praises to him. The Lord rebuilds 

Jerusalem and brings the people of Israel back home again. He renews our hopes and 

heals our bodies. 
He decided how many stars there would be in the sky and gave each one a name. Our 

Lord is great and powerful!  He understands everything. The Lord helps the poor, 

but he smears the wicked in the dirt. 
Celebrate and sing! Play your harps for the Lord our God. He fills the sky with clouds and 

sends rain to the earth, so that the hills will be green with grass. He provides food for 

cattle and for the young ravens, when they cry out. 
The Lord doesn’t care about the strength of horses or powerful armies. The Lord is 

pleased only with those who worship him and trust his love. Praise the Lord! 

 

Anthem                                           Make Well in Your Name                              Walter Pelz                         

 

 

 

God is true to 

God’s promises. 
There are 150 

Psalms in the 

Bible. The last five 

are called “Hallel” 

Psalms, because 

they all begin with 

the word “praise.” 

 

Our confession 

during epiphany 

includes the 

admission that  

we have been  

blind to the  

light of Christ. 

 



 
             
Gospel Reading                                                                                                 Mark 1:29-39 
As soon as Jesus left the meeting place with James and John, they went home with Simon and 

Andrew. When they got there, Jesus was told that Simon’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with 

fever. Jesus went to her. He took hold of her hand and helped her up. The fever left her, and she 

served them a meal. 

That evening after sunset, all who were sick or had demons in them were brought to Jesus. In fact, 

the whole town gathered around the door of the house. Jesus healed all kinds of terrible diseases 

and forced out a lot of demons. But the demons knew who he was, and he did not let them speak. 

Very early the next morning, Jesus got up and went to a place where he could be alone and pray. 

Simon and the others started looking for him. And when they found him, they said, “Everyone is 

looking for you!” 

Jesus replied, “We must go to the nearby towns, so that I can tell the good news to those people. 

This is why I have come.” Then Jesus went to Jewish meeting places everywhere in Galilee, where 

he preached and forced out demons. 

 
All Sit 

Sermon                                       Being Friends with Jesus            Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 

 

All Stand 

                                    Response Hymn 465          What A Friend We Have in Jesus                        CONVERSE     
                                All Verses 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer! 
 

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he'll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there. 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                      Declaration of Faith (4.3) 

    Jesus Christ overthrew evil powers that enslaved and degraded people, yet he made 

no use of power to protect himself. He healed those who were sick in body and mind, 

yet he did not avoid pain and suffering for himself. He commanded his followers to 

place loyalty to him above loyalty to family and country, yet he lived among them as a 

servant Jesus taught with authority, challenging many time-honored customs and 

ideas, yet he submitted to humiliation and death without a word on his own behalf.  

He forgave sinners, yet he was counted among sinners. 

    We recognize the work of God in Jesus' power and authority. He did what only  

God can do. We also recognize the work of God in Jesus' lowliness. When he lived as  

a servant and went humbly to his death, the greatness that belongs only to God was 

manifest. In both his majesty and lowliness Jesus is the eternal Son of God, God 

himself with us. 

 

 

 
 

Mark was  

the first gospel  

to be written. 

Tradition has it 

that Mark met 

Peter in Rome and 

wrote what he 

remembered. 

 

This affirmation 

explores Jesus’ 

relationship to 

power.  

 

 

 



Sealing the Word in the Sacrament 
 

All Sit 

The Lord’s Supper 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Let us open our hearts to God! 

We open our hearts to God’s glory! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord of light. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…. So with all those in every time and place who have called upon you expectantly, we rejoice in 

your gracious presence, singing: 
 

Sanctus                                              Sanctus                                                       Joseph Roff 
               (congregation and choir) 

    Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,  

    heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry.  

    Ho-san-na in the high-est.   

    Bless-ed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

    Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.  

 

Communion Anthem           Jesus, The Living Bread         Joy Sanford/arr. John F. Wilson                 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 

  

Closing Hymn 795              Healer of Our Every Ill          HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL 
                                                         All Verses 

Refrain     
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow, 

give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 

You who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and gladness; 

Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain 
 

In the pain and joy beholding how your grace is still unfolding, 

give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain 
 

Give us strength to love each other, every sister, every brother; 

Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain 
 

You who know each thought and feeling, teach us all your way of healing; 

Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Refrain 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                           Rondo Da Chiesa                                                     Peter Hurford 

O be joyful in the lord, all ye lands:   

Serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song.       

************************************************************************* 

The sacrament  

of communion, 

celebrated during 

Epiphany, reminds 

us that Christ  

is present in 

whatever simple, 

ordinary things  

we have gathered 

(bread and wine, 

toast and juice)  

to name as his 

body and blood, 

given for us. 
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WELCOME VIRTUAL VISITORS! Even though we continue to worship by live-stream,  
we are glad you are with us!  We welcome your questions about our church – info@bgpres.org. 
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Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke   

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley, Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 
   

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, February 14:  2 Kings 2:1–12; Psalm 50:1–6; 2 Corinthians 4:3–6; Mark 9:2–9. 
 

TODAY 

WIRED WORD CONTINUES through February 14, 9:00am by zoom.  Led by Dr. Nathan Love, we explore a current event 

in light of Biblical and theological considerations.  Good discussion.  Email Leslee to get on the distribution list and the zoom 

link.  A recording will also be made available for those who aren't able to join us 'live.'  We open the meeting a bit early so 

folks can join in fellowship.  

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  The church website is able to accept online donations. Just go to the website 

below & fill out the simple form.  Donations can also be made from your smart phone.   

You may also scan the QR code, right.   https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

  

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, February 7 
9:00 a.m.     Wired Word Sunday School 

9:00 a.m.  Coffee & Conversation  

9:00 a.m.  Godly Play 

10:30 a.m.    Live Stream Worship 

3:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

Monday, February 8   

 5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit (zoom) 

 7:00 p.m.  ABC’s Book Study (zoom) 

Tuesday, February 9 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, February 10 
 6:00 p.m.  DRITI 

7:00 p.m.       Testimony Class (zoom) 
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COFFEE AND CONVERSATION CLASS meets Sundays, 9:00am by zoom.  Contact Margaret Stein for the zoom 

link.  They are on to the New Testament!   
 

GODLY PLAY Class today began hearing about King David in 1 Samuel 16-32, 2 Samuel and 1 Kings 1-2.  
 

YOUR STORY IS YOUR TESTIMONY - concludes this week. Wednesday 7:00pm by zoom.   Contact Leslee Kirkconnell 

for zoom information. A video will be posted following for those unable to join live.  THIS WEDNESDAY (February 10) 

the group will explore God of Belonging: CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. 
 

COMING UP 

ASH WEDNESDAY is February 17th.  On that Wednesday we will offer a worship service livestreamed from our Sanctuary, 

at 7:00pm. There are no plans to gather in person for this service, but we invite you to join us online for this special worship.  
 

OUR MID-WEEK LENTEN DEVOTIONS will be based on a book, What the Prayers of Jesus Tell Us About the Heart 

of God.  If you would like a copy, let Leslee Kirkconnell know this week.  They will be $8 each and will only be ordered for 

those who want one.  JOIN US every Wednesday at 7:00pm by live stream for our devotions, beginning after Ash 

Wednesday.   
 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN continues through March 10, 2021.   Check our Sign Up Genius to see what is needed - 

click here. To protect everyone, only those who sign up will be allowed in the building.  If you need help, you can call the 

office and be put on the office lists we will have in paper form.  Each job has its own sign up.  We also have opportunities 

that don't involve being present on Wednesdays!  Contact Rider Allen for information. 
 

MATTHEW 25 LENTEN EMPHASIS will begin Sunday February 21. We will be digging deeper into the Vital 

Congregations initiative and the 7 Marks of Vital Congregations. This will help ALL OF US strengthen our witness and 

presence.  Plan to join us each Sunday at 9:00am.  We will be joined by members of First Franklin and Russellville.   
 

AN EASTER EGG HUNT is being planned for March 27th (outdoors, with masks). We will fill eggs closer to the hunt date, 

and are in need of candies.  Bags of individually wrapped candy may be dropped off at the church office. Thank you! 
 

OTHER NEWS 

H.O.P.E.—Helping Others by Providing Essentials  The youth are inviting the congregation to help put together bags of 

basic necessities for the homeless.  To make this happen, we need your involvement through time or donations. Our goal is 

to make 100 bags.  Please consider assisting us with our project.  Donations can be placed in the collection basket or dropped 

off at the church office.  Be sure to note that the donation is for the hygiene bags.  You can also see David Clarke or a youth 

member to make a donation. Can you donate $20 so we can shop for hygiene products?  We have researched the costs of 

buying in bulk and have calculated that each bag would cost $20 to obtain the products that will benefit our homeless friends.   

If you would rather donate items, here is the lists of products we have chosen for the bags:  Sunscreen, shampoo, conditioner, 

bandaids, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, bug spray, Chapstick, brush/combs, energy bars, gum, dried fruit, feminine 

pads, tampons, & hand wipes. 
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER Registration begins on Wednesday, February 17 for the Fall school year.  We offer 

classes for 2, 3, and 4 years old.  Your child must be the age of the class by August 1st of that school year.  The PLC has  

been a ministry of the church for more than 25 years.  Tell your friends and neighbors!  We are a quality program that            

adheres to a philosophy of growing God’s children spiritually, socially, and academically, with an emphasis on          

Kindergarten Readiness.  Packets are available in the church office.  You can email Kim or call for more 

information.  plcdirector@bgpres.org  

 

GLOVES WITH LOVE continues collecting children's/teens socks, underwear, warm jackets, gloves, hats, scarves, 

etc.  You may drop in the office or clip to the line on our fence (please put in a ziploc baggie to keep dry). Thank you for your 

generosity.  And we have seen that others are leaving donations for our community as well!   
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