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Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

                     

Prelude                                                      Priere                                     Douglas E. Wagner 
 

“My voice you shall hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning  

                             will I direct my prayer unto you and will look up.”    Psalm 5:3 
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Beloved, let us love one another. 

And be joined in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 

Love is of God, and whoever loves is born of God and knows God. 

God is love. 

The love of God was proven among us, because God sent his only Son into the world, so 

that we might live through him. 

If God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

No one has ever seen God. 

But if we love one another, God abides in us. 
Jesus prays that we be united, even as Jesus and the Father are one. 

And that the world might know that God sent Jesus, and loves us even as God has 

loved Jesus himself.                                                                        I John 4:7-12, John 17:11, 23 

  

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
Hymn 103                              Come Now, O Prince of Peace                                 O-SO-SO 

All Verses  
 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all people. 

Come now, O God of love, make us one body. Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all people. 

Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all people. 

Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all people. 
 

 
 

During the season 

of Lent our theme 

for worship is 

Prayer. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The love 

of God, and the 

love Jesus 

commands, may 

also be called: 

• Belonging 

• Commitment 

• Connection 

• Security 

• Heart and Soul  



 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison) 

Lord, as we commit ourselves to prayer and repentance, bless and guide us along the 

way. Protect us from the obstacles we put in our own path. Rescue us from 

discouragement when faith-keeping is hard. Teach us again about the responsibilities 

of love. Give us strength, by reminding us of our unity with Christ, in whose name we 

now pray. Amen.  
Silence for personal confession 

 

Declaration of the Good News 

 
The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 

Response Hymn 167        Forty Days and Forty Nights         AUS DER TIEFE RUFE ICH 
 

 Keep, O keep us, Sav-ior dear, ev-er con-stant by your side, 

 that with you we may ap-pear at the eter-nal Eas-ter-tide. 

 

Please sit 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                     Leslee Kirkconnell 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
  

Please Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                              John 17:1, 6, 9, 11, 20-23 

When Jesus had spoken [about his death and resurrection] he lifted up his eyes to heaven 

and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son, that the Son may glorify you. 

I have made my name known to those you gave to me…  I am praying for them; I am  

not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 

I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we  

are one.  

I do not pray for these only, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 

their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they 

also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have 

given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in 

me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent 

me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

 

Epistle Reading                                                                                               I John 4:13-17 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit.  And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 

world.  God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 

God.  So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those 

who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  Love has been perfected among 

us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we 

in this world. 

 

Anthem                                                  Kyrie                                             Sherri Porterfield 
                                                          Sam Tuggle, baritone   
                                      

Confession during 

the Season of Lent 

has a special 

motivation. Our 

sorrow for sin 

prepares to meet the 

Easter promise. 

Lead us, O Lord, 

from death to life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus prays for 

our unity with 

God and our 

sharing in God’s 

glory. This is very 

distinctive of 

John’s 

understanding of 

Christ and his 

work. 

 

 

 

 
Can we read this as 

a further 

commentary on 

John’s meaning? 

How shall we live 

in unity with Jesus 

and with God?  



      

 
All Sit  

Sermon                                      Our Prayers During Lent                      Matthew Covington 

 

Responding 
 

All Stand 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
Hymn 450                                        Be Thou My Vision                                             SLANE 
                                                                      First and Last Verses 
 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

High King of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                              The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                            
Please sit 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sending 
 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
Hymn 361                               O Christ, the Great Foundation                             AURELIA  
                                                                            First Verse  

O Christ the great foundation on which your people stand 

to preach your true salvation in every age and land: 

pour out your Holy Spirit to make us strong and pure, 

to keep the faith unbroken as long as worlds endure. 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                                 Seek Ye First                                         LAFFERTY 

************************************************************************* 

 

WELCOME TO ALL! We are glad to be returning to worship together. 
To all who are gathered, and all who continue to worship by live-stream, 

we are glad you are with us!  We welcome your questions about our church – 
info@bgpres.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@bgpres.org


 
 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 
                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  The church website is able to accept online donations. Just go to the website 

below & fill out the simple form.  Donations can also be made from your smart phone.   

You may also scan the QR code, right.   https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

  

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, February 28 
9:00 a.m.     Sunday School 

9:00 a.m.  Coffee & Conversation  

9:00 a.m.  Godly Play 

10:30 a.m.    Live Stream Worship 

3:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

Monday, March 1   
 5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

Tuesday, March 2 
7:00 a.m.  Men’s Prayers 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Deacons 

Wednesday, March 24 

 6:00 p.m.  DRITI 

7:00 p.m.       Lenten Devotion 

   (Online) 

    

 

    

   

   

 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke   

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley, Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 
   

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, March 7:  Exodus 20:1–17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18–25; John 2:13–22. 
 

WORSHIP IS NOW OPEN to in-person attendance. Please consider calling the church office 270-843-4707 if you intend 

to come, as this will help our ushers plan for social distancing. Masks should be worn. There will be no 

congregational singing. We remain committed to our congregation's safety. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Susan Thomison and Robert Byrd. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

MATTHEW 25 LENTEN STUDY CONTINUES. We will be digging deeper into the Vital Congregations initiative and 

the 7 Marks of Vital Congregations. Today we examined LIFELONG DISCIPLESHIP FORMATION.  NO ONE ever 

'graduates' from learning in the church! Faith is a journey that starts when we are born and continues our whole lives and we 

(as a church) need to be sure we are nurturing that journey!  Watch the video if you missed the class - on our website and 

Facebook. Next week we will explore Intentional Authentic Evangelism.   

 

GODLY PLAY students in Kindergarten-5th grade listened and responded to the story of Jesus as a boy in the Temple from 

Luke 2:41-52.   
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL RESOURCE   Lent is a good time for going deeper spiritually.  Here is a devotional resource 

you can download (it is a pdf) and read/reflect every day.  If you would like a printed copy, please call the office and we will 

be happy to print one for you.  
 

COMING UP 

MID-WEEK LENTEN DEVOTIONS What the Prayers of Jesus Tell Us About the Heart of God.   JOIN US every 

Wednesday at 7:00pm online for our devotions. 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT IS ON!  Saturday March 27, 10:30-11:30am at Bob and Sandy Franklin's home.  Individually 

wrapped candy is needed by Sunday March 21 so we can prepare.  We will also need items for our cake walk - brownies, 

cupcakes, cookies (please wrap individually!) by Friday the 26th.  
 

MARCH BUCK IN A BASKET will benefit our Food Pantry.  We see steady demand continuing and your donations help 

us keep the shelves stocked.  
 

OTHER NEWS 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN continues through March 10, 2021.   Check our Sign Up Genius to see what is needed - 

click here. We also have opportunities that don't involve being present on Wednesdays!  Contact Rider Allen for 

information.  MANY, MANY thanks to all who have helped us have a safe season!  
 

GLOVES WITH LOVE continues collecting children's/teens socks, underwear, warm jackets, gloves, hats, scarves, 

etc.  You may drop in the office or clip to the line on our fence (please put in a ziploc baggie to keep dry). Thank you for your 

generosity.  As the weather warms, we will wind down putting items on the fence, however, donations can continue and we 

will store for next season.  We can ALWAYS use NEW underwear and socks for any size child/youth at ANY time!  

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Cheryl/Desktop/Lent-2021%20devotional.pdf
https://bgpres.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa2a1925982998a04947423fe&id=6625e2e509&e=598fd9d114
mailto:scarecrow3718@gmail.com

