
 

 

               
                          

       R e j o i c e  i n  t h e  L o r d  a l w a y s ;  a g a i n  I  s a y ,  R e j o i c e .    P h i l i p p i a n s  4 : 4  

 

T h e  S e v e n t h  S u n d a y  A f t e r  E p i p h a n y   

                  Se r v i c e  f o r  th e  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

February 23, 2020 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                   Mike Kanan 
 

Welcome 

                     

Prelude                                                 Invocation in B flat                      Alexandre Guilmant 

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

Celebrate your faith every day. Again I say, Rejoice! 

The Lord is near. 

Let your gentleness be known. Do not worry. Let prayer support your living. 

And let the peace of God hold us together. 

Our hearts and minds belong to Christ Jesus. 

So that whatever we do, we do following our Lord’s example. 

Let us worship God!                                                              
 

Hymn 363                                       Rejoice, the Lord is King!                    DARWELL’S 148th 

 

 

 

What are the 

benefits of life 

together, as 

Christ’s people? 

There is friendship 

and affection. 

There is mutual 

support. There is  

ministry to share. 

Our thanksgiving 

grows as we work 

and worship 

together. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatever is true, 

whatever is 

honorable, 

whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, 

whatever is 

pleasing, whatever 

is commendable, 

all excellence, all 

that is worthy of 

praise; we are 

called to this!  



 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Responsive) 

Leader: Our congregation has accepted the “Matthew 25 Invitation.” We join with others in 

the work of Encouraging Congregational Vitality, Dismantling Structural Racism, and 

Eradicating Systemic Poverty. 

All: Holy God, hear our confession! We look for good in the world, but we don’t know 

how to bring it about! Talk of vitality intrigues us, but we are weak. Talk of racism and 

poverty worries us; we fear that such structures and systems are too big to take on! We 

are settled in the ways we live and the things we do. Challenges seem like threats to us. 

Broad change might sweep us away! 

Lord, instead of fear, give us courage. Instead of worry, give us peace. Guide us to be 

engaged in the lives of others. Remind us that our hope is in heaven. So let what is 

hopeful and heavenly guide our compassions for one another, in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Amen. Silence for personal confession 

 

Declaration of the Good News 

 

Response Hymn 852      When the Lord Redeems the Very Least              I’LL FLY AWAY 

    When the Lord re-deems the very least, we will re-joice. 

When the hungry gather for the feast, we will re-joice. 

We will re-joice with glad-ness. We will re-joice. 

All our days we’ll sing to God in praise. We will rejoice! 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

We greet the Lord by greeting one another in his name. 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Please sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Epistle Reading (Responsive)                                                                        Philippians 4:1-9  
Final Requests from the Apostle Paul to Christians in Philippi 

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord 

in this way, my beloved. I urge [members of the church] to be of the same mind in the 

Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help [them], for they have struggled 

beside me in the work of the gospel, together with the rest of my co-workers, whose names 

are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on 

doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the 

God of peace will be with you. 
 

Anthem                                   All Things Bright and Beautiful                    Richard Shephard 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian 

faith continually 

requires is to be 

our best selves. 

Why is this so 

hard? We confess 

our struggle and 

ask God for help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let the energy of 

this great gospel 

tune encourage 

you in Christian 

hope! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In our lives: 

Christ is always 

central.  

 

The Gospel has 

consequences for 

our living. 

 

We are not loners 

in ministry, but 

called to work 

together. 

 

 

 



 
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                              Matthew 25: 31-46 (selected verses) 
The Great Judgment? Or an Invitation to Ministry? 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 

the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put 

the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his 

right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  I was naked and 

you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you…? And the 

king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.’  Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You 

that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 

drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 

when was it that we saw you…? Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

All Sit  

Sermon                                   Partners in the Cause of the Gospel                          Ray Jones 

 

Responding 
 

All Stand 

Hymn 766                        The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound                             MCKEE 
Verses 1, 2, and 5 

                                                                                             
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                       From The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
                            

Please sit 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offertory                                                  God of Hosts                                    Bernard Sexton                       

 
All Stand  

Doxology  

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

 

 

 

“A powerful 

rhetorical flourish 

directs our 

attention to the 

hungry, the thirsty, 

the stranger, the 

naked, the sick, and 

the prisoner. They 

become the locus 

of the Son of 

Man’s presence. 

And yet, the 

passage offers 

much more than an 

exhortation to visit 

the jail 

occasionally or 

provide a 

Christmas basket to 

the needy. Its 

demands are more 

pervasive and its 

promises more 

binding.”  
Charles Cousar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Buck in a 

Basket” offering 

today will support 

a mission initiative 

from our Youth to 

provide disaster 

Clean Up Buckets 

through 

Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance 

and Church World 

Service.  



 

Sending 
 

Hymn 821                                   My Life Flows On          HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                          Andante Religioso                               Felix Mendelssohn 

**************************************************************************        

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out. Ushers will be  

standing by to help you find the information. Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by  

ministers, officers, and congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Dana Patterson 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to            

the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and 

Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

 

                              Announcements  
 

USHERS:  Thomison and Polen families 

LAY READER:  Debbie Morse 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    
 

LECTIONARY FOR NEXT SUNDAY, March 1:  Genesis 2:15-17; 

 3:1–7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12–19; Matthew 4:1–11. 
 

TODAY: 

TODAY WE WELCOME THE REV. DR. RAY JONES III,  

Director of Theology, Formation and Evangelism for the  

PC(U.S.A.).  During the Sunday School hour today, he led an Adult  

Plenary session, with the overall focus on the Matthew 25 Invitation,  

in particular Church Vitality.  Next week we begin our special Lenten  

series that will help us understand  

more about the invitation.   
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Kim Ferguson and  

Robert Byrd. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation.  

You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

ASHES ON THE SIDEWALK:  We are once again going into  

the community on Ash Wednesday to offer prayer and imposition  

of ashes to any who pass by.  Wednesday February 26, noon,  

between the church and courthouse.  Come be witness to God's love as we enter the season of Lent.   
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GUIDES are available in the office.  "Becoming a Beloved Community - A Matthew 

25 Journey to the Cross."  As we begin to move into more understanding of what being a Matthew 25 congregation 

means, join us as we deepen our faith during Lent.  
 

TODAY'S BUCK IN A BASKET will help our youth assemble Clean Up Buckets for Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance. Each bucket costs $75, and your generosity is much appreciated.  We also are grateful for the leadership 

of Barbara Solberg-Hale and our youth.  The group will go purchase the needed items later in March and assemble 

the buckets, which will then be shipped to Arkansas for distribution.  THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING FOR 

JANUARY - MARCH will also be dedicated for these Clean Up Buckets.   
 

ROOM IN THE INN meets every Thursday.  Help is needed in some areas.  Please see the sign up sheets in the 10th Ave 

Lobby to find a time to help.  We have many faithful volunteers, but need YOU too!   
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC MEETS EACH WEEK.  Every Sunday, 9:00am in the Bell Room (across from the elevator).  All 

Kindergarten-6th Grade students are included and new voices are ALWAYS welcome.   

 

BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER. We are planning to launch some small groups as well as a closed Facebook group for those 

involved in reading through the Bible.  Come to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday March 8 at 11:30 for a brief meeting to help 

us get organized.  See Mary Evans or Leslee Kirkconnell with questions. (And if you aren't reading through the Bible yet, it is 

NEVER too late to start!) 
 

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING?  Each Sunday we come together to worship and learn about God.  During the Sunday School 

hour, our children and youth attend class to hear the Bible and learn to apply it to their lives.  Parents can follow up and continue 

learning at home!   

Preschoolers heard about David who was anointed king while still young, from 1 Samuel 16:1-23. Jonah and the Big Fish are 

what our Kindergarten - 3rd grade students in Godly Play heard (Jonah).  4th and 5th Graders wrestled with logs in ones' 

eye vs specks in another from Matthew 7:1-5, 12.  PLEASE READ the scripture stories at home and ask your children what 

they heard.  Wonder together what God wants you to know and do because of these stories! If you need a good storybook, ask 

Leslee or visit our Children's Library-we have a good selection.  Especially with younger children, a good Bible storybook is 

important!  

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, February 23 

8:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.     Children’s Music 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.    Worship 

11:30 a.m.  Missions 

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group   

Monday, February 24   

5:00 p.m.       Round Table Pulpit  
Tuesday, February 25 

      Lions’ Club Pancake Day 

11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, February 26 
12:00 p.m.  Ashes on the Sidewalk 

5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir  

6:00 p.m.  Ash Wednesday Dinner 

7:00 p.m.  Ash Wednesday Worship 

Thursday, February 27 
6:00 p.m.       Room in the Inn 

   Saturday, February 29  

     Saturday Meals 

    

   

   

 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com


 

OUR PLC welcomed Jenni Meredith as director this past week.  We are still collecting donations for a love offering for Dana, 

who has now begun her new work as Executive Director of the Literacy Center in Franklin, KY.  Please mark your memo 

'Dana Love Gift.'  
 

NEXT SUNDAY WE BEGIN OUR LENTEN STUDY.  We will be digging deeper into what the Matthew 25 Invitation is 

all about.  First up is Rhondell Miller from HOTEL, INC., who will help us understand issues around systemic poverty.  Join 

us in the Conference Room at 9:30am.   
 

COMING UP:  
ASH WEDNESDAY DINNER AND WORSHIP: Wednesday, February 26, 6:00pm (dinner) and 7:00pm worship with 

imposition of ashes in the sanctuary.  Dinner is by RSVP to the office (270-843-4707 or fill out the friendship pad) by NOON 

Tuesday the 25th.  $5 per person. 
 

SOUP CHEFS NEEDED!  Make a pot of soup for our meal Wednesday - recipe and some ingredients provided!  See Leslee 

Kirkconnell.  
 

HELP NEEDED FOR OUR ASH WEDNESDAY DINNER:  Set up, serving, clean up. Visit our Sign Up Genius: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-ashwednesday or call the church office. You may also visit our 

website or Facebook page.   
 

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING:  We are in the process of scheduling workshops for those who work with children and 

youth. For NEW officers, or any who have not attended a workshop:  Tuesday February 25, 6;00-8:00pm OR Sunday March 

1, 11:30-2 (lunch included).  For those who were trained earlier (we are on a three year cycle, so 2017):  Monday March 2, 

6:00-8:00pm or Monday March 16 6:00-8:00pm.  All workshops meet in the Conference Room.  See Leslee Kirkconnell with 

questions.  And know those who need to attend will be (or have heard) from her already! 
 

HANDBELL WORKSHOP - Saturday March 14, 10:00-11:30am in the Bell Room (across from elevator).  For YOUTH 

AND ADULTS - any who want to see what ringing bells might be like.  No experience required and you don't need to be able 

to read music either.  Questions?  See Heather Kirkconnell.  BELL CHOIR REHEARSALS will resume 4:30-5:00pm on 

Sundays, beginning March 15, in preparation for Easter.   
 

OTHER NEWS:  

OUR FOOD PANTRY could use some help!  Dry beans - pinto, kidney, black, lentils are all needed.  Soup (NOT condensed), 

canned fruit, canned pasta, white rice also low.  All contributions welcome and can be placed in the drawer under the stairs. 
 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who responded to our Christian Education Survey.  We had 40 responses.  The Christian 

Education Ministry has begun the process of reviewing the surveys and making plans to implement some of the great 

suggestions. A total of 28 people who are participating in the Bible Study Together indicated they would be interested in either 

a weekly or monthly gathering for more in-depth study or in a closed Facebook group to share thoughts.  If you are interested 

in joining with others for some Bible Study Together sessions (face-to-face or Facebook), you are invited to meet with Mary 

Evans and Leslee Kirkconnell after worship on March 8 in the Fellowship Hall for a brief organizational meeting. The Christian 

Education Ministry is always looking for new members and new ideas.  If you would like to join this committee or have ideas 

or suggestions to share, please speak to one of the following:  Mary Evans (chair), Catherine Reber, Shannon Dyche, Julia 

Roberts, Mike Kanan, Diane Simmons, Judy Whitson, Nathan Love, Nancy Hulan, or Wayne Hendrix. 
 

LIBRARY  During Month of March, books not usable to the Church Library and/or the outside library will be displayed on 

the double window in Fellowship Hall. Please take any you can use. Those not taken will be donated to City Library for their 

book sales. 
 

NEW CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL TIME: Wednesdays, 5-6pm.  The Chancel Choir will now rehearse from 5 to 

6pm on Wednesdays.  The members found the earlier time to be appealing and favorable to their evenings.  If you find this 

time to be more suitable to your life, and you have an interest in singing in the choir, please contact Wayne Pope (270-991-

8761), any choir member, or simply come at our 5pm beginning.  Come and enjoy a great time of singing and fellowship in 

this dynamic and loving group! 
 

THE CURRENT ART EXHIBIT in the Fellowship Hall is from Arts for All KY. It is a non-profit organization that sends a 

call each year to Kentucky Schools requesting art by disabled students from grades K–12. Selected work is placed in a traveling 

exhibition throughout the state. The purpose of Arts for All is to encourage art and creativity among the state’s most vulnerable 

students. Works may be purchased with a $50.00 donation to the program.  For more information contact Delaire Rowe at 270-

762-0023 or email programs@artsforallky.org.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-ashwednesday
mailto:programs@artsforallky.org

