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T h e  S i x t h  S u n d a y  A f t e r  E p i p h a n y   

                  Se r v i c e  f o r  th e  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

February 16, 2020 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                   Mike Kanan 
 

Welcome 

                     

Prelude                                                Chorale Prelude                                     Healey Willan  

Holy Ghost, with light divine Shine upon this heart of mine;  

Chase the shades of night away, Turn the darkness into day. 
                

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 

You can keep the commandments and act faithfully. It is a matter of your own choice. 

The Lord places fire and water before us. We may choose to reach for either one. 

Before each of us is life or death. There is a critical choice to be made. 

Great is the wisdom of the Lord. God sees everything. 

The Lord’s eyes are on those who know God, and are rightly awed by God’s greatness. 

The Lord has not commanded anyone to be evil. God has never told anyone to sin. 

Let us seek the Lord today. 

Let us worship God!                                                              From the Apocrypha: Sirach 15:15-20 

 

Hymn 410                          God is Calling Through the Whisper                  W. ZLOBIE LEZY 

 

Psalm 119:105 

says, “Your word 

is a lamp to my 

feet and a light to 

my path.” 

Jesus said, “I am 

the light of the 

world.” (John 

8:12) 

In what ways does 

the Lord’s light 

show you the 

way?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The book of 

Sirach, also known 

as Ecclesiasticus, 

was written in the 

2nd century B.C. It 

emphasizes the 

value of virtuous 

living: honesty, 

integrity, the 

choice of good 

friends, trusting 

God, remaining 

humble, giving 

generously, and 

more 

 

 

 

 



 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison) 
Holy God, we miss the point so easily! You require mercy, but we can barely even be kind. You 

require justice, but we are prone to take advantage. You require gentleness, but we are hard on 

each other until we get our way. You love the truth, but we tolerate dishonesty. Your way is 

holiness, but we have consistently missed the mark. Forgive our sin, and rouse us to sincere 

repentance. By the Power of your Holy Spirit, free us to live as your holy people with Jesus Christ, 

our Lord Amen. Silence for personal confession 

 

Confessional Hymn 444              Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive                         DETROIT 

 

Declaration of the Good News 

 

Response Hymn 443              There is a Redeemer                                                    GREEN 

    There is a Re-deem-er, Je-sus God’s own Son; 

    Pre-cious lamb of God, Mes-si-ah, Ho- ly One. 

   Thank you, O my Fa-ther, for giv-ing us your Son, 

   And lea-ving your Spir-it till the work on earth is done. 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

We greet the Lord by greeting one another in his name. 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Please sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Psaltery Reading (Responsive)                                                                          Psalm 119:1-8  
Those Who Honor the Lord… Meditations formed with the Hebrew Letter א (Aleph) 

Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the LORD.  

Blessed are those who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart— 

they do no wrong but follow his ways. You have laid down precepts that are to be fully 

obeyed. Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees! Then I would not be 

put to shame when I consider all your commands. I will praise you with an upright heart 

as I learn your righteous laws. I will obey your decrees; do not utterly forsake me. 

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. A choice today: 

life and good, or death and evil. 

 

Reading from Deuteronomy                                                             Deuteronomy 30:15-18a 

If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by 

loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, 

and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless 

you in the land that you are entering to possess. This is an invitation to live happily and 

exuberantly.  
But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other 

gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in 

the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  
 

Anthem                       They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love              arr. Ed Lojeski 

 
All Stand  

Gospel Reading                                                                    Matthew 5:21-48, selected verses  
Truly Understanding God’s Law 

 

Psalm 119 is an 

acrostic poem, in 

which each section 

of eight verses 

begins with a 

successive letter in 

the Hebrew 

alphabet. These 

first eight verses, 

all begin with  

Aleph. 

The entire psalm is 

a reflection on the 

goodness of God’s 

law. The acrostic 

style indicates the 

thought, care, and 

intelligence the 

Psalmist has 

brought to the 

study of the law. 

 

Imagine the change 

in the Hebrews’ 

spirituality, from 

experiencing God 

as almost silent 

during the nation’s 

time in Egypt, then 

being taken up by 

the leading, 

guiding, 

commanding God 

of the Sinai desert. 

God gives them a 

warning/blessing as 

they enter the 

Promised Land.  

 

 

 

By the light of 

God’s glory, we 

see our failings, 

and desire to be 

forgiven. 

 



 

All Sit  

Sermon                                   Let All the Greatness Begin!                      Matthew Covington 

 

Responding 
 

All Stand 

Hymn 61                                 Your Law, O Lord, Is Perfect          
                                                                                            CHRISTUS, DER IST MEIN LEBEN 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                       From The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
                            

Please sit 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offertory                                      The Grace Divine              RESIGNATION/arr. Roger Price 

 
All Stand  

Doxology  

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Sending 
 

Hymn 539                                      We Will Go Out with Joy           
                                                                                                    WE WILL GO OUT WITH JOY 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                            These Are the Ten Holy Commandments                   Marcel Dupre     
 

Congregational Meeting                       

**************************************************************************        

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out. Ushers will be  

standing by to help you find the information. Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by  

ministers, officers, and congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to            

the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

The Apostles’ 

Creed is 

Trinitarian. It has 

three “I believe” 

statements; one 

each for the Father, 

the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Buck in a 

Basket” offering 

today will serve as 

a love offering for  

Gordon and 

Dorothy Gartrell, 

PC(USA) 

missionaries in 

Brazil.  

 

 

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/
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                              Announcements  
 

USHERS:  The Hudson and Kernohan families 

LAY READER:  Mike Ballard 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    
 

LECTIONARY FOR NEXT SUNDAY, February 23:  Exodus 24:12–18; Psalm 2 or Psalm 99; 2 Peter 1:16–21; Matthew 

17:1–9. 
 

THE FLOWERS AT THE COMMUNION TABLE are given to the glory of God and are in loving memory of Marjorie 

Anderson. The flowers are given by her family. 

 
TODAY: 

TODAY WE WELCOME THE REV. GORDON AND DOROTHY GARTRELL.  Gordon has been a member of this 

presbytery since 1986.  In 1990 they answered God's call to move to Brazil. They are PCUSA Mission Co-Workers, serving 

the United Presbyterian Church of Brazil  in Evangelism and Leadership Development for the local church.  They live in 

Governador Mangabeira in the state of Bahia.  Small churches benefit from their leadership as they help develop lay leaders 

for congregations without pastors, thus allowing worship to take place regularly.   
 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING FOR JANUARY - MARCH will be dedicated for our Youth to assemble Clean Up 

Buckets.  These buckets, used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service, help in times of disaster with 

some basic supplies to get started with clean up efforts.  Barbara Solberg-Hale is leading.  The cost of a clean up bucket is 

around $75, and dollars donated will allow the youth to purchase the necessary items.  Your generosity is much appreciated!  
 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Dana Patterson 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and 

Judy Whitson. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, February 16 

8:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.     Children’s Music 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.    Worship 

11:30 a.m.  Congregational Meeting 

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group   

Monday, February 17   

5:00 p.m.       Round Table Pulpit  
Tuesday, February 18 

11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

11:00 a.m.  Finance Ministry 

1:00 p.m.  CUICHM 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

6:15 p.m.  Chairs of Session 

7:00 p.m.  Session 

Wednesday, February 19 
5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir  

Thursday, February 20 
6:00 p.m.       Room in the Inn 
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Announcements (continued) 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Annette Parkerson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. 

You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER. Join us!  You can download an app from the app store (search for Bible Study Together) that 

will play videos of scripture and read the daily selection, as desired.  Why read through the Bible?  You can't understand the 

whole story of God's people, of the love God has for us and more unless you read through the entire Bible. While it sounds 

daunting, this program is designed to make it manageable - YOU CAN DO IT!   Visit www.biblestudytogether.com for more 

information.  Or speak with Matthew Covington. WE HAVE A STUDY JOURNAL available in the office.  If you would 

like one, please see Leslee Kirkconnell.  We are also in the process of organizing some small groups to gather from time to 

time to discuss their reading.   
 

ADULT CLASSES continue, and have some additional options coming!  NEXT SUNDAY,  February 23 we look forward 

to welcoming the Rev. Dr. Ray Jones, Associate Director of Theology, Formation and Evangelism, PC(USA), who will hold a 

special Adult Penary Session in the Conference Room, and then preach at 10:30am.  He will particularly be helping us 

understand our Matthew 25 invitation.  And watch for special information about our Lenten emphasis for Sunday mornings!   
 

TODAY'S BUCK IN A BASKET will be a love offering for the Gartrells.  Thank you for your generosity showing support 

of their work.   
 

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING?  Each Sunday we come together to worship and learn about God.  During the Sunday School 

hour, our children and youth attend class to hear the Bible and learn to apply it to their lives.  Parents can follow up and continue 

learning at home!   

Preschoolers heard about David who was anointed king while still young, from 1 Samuel 16:1-23. The Prophets, this time 

Jeremiah, are what our Kindergarten - 3rd grade students in Godly Play heard (Jeremiah).  4th and 5th Graders wrestled 

with logs in ones' eye vs specks in another from Matthew 7:1-5, 12.  PLEASE READ the scripture stories at home and ask 

your children what they heard.  Wonder together what God wants you to know and do because of these stories! If you need a 

good storybook, ask Leslee or visit our Children's Library-we have a good selection.  Especially with younger children, a good 

Bible storybook is important!  
 

NEW CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL TIME: Wednesdays, 5-6pm.  The Chancel Choir will now rehearse from 5 to 

6pm on Wednesdays.  The members found the earlier time to be appealing and favorable to their evenings.  If you find this 

time to be more suitable to your life, and you have an interest in singing in the choir, please contact Wayne Pope (270-991-

8761), any choir member, or simply come at our 5pm beginning.  Come and enjoy a great time of singing and fellowship in 

this dynamic and loving group! 
 

COMING UP:  
ASH WEDNESDAY DINNER AND WORSHIP: Wednesday February 26, 6:00pm (dinner) and 7:00pm worship with 

imposition of ashes in the sanctuary.  Dinner is by RSVP to the office by NOON Tuesday the 25th.  $5 per person.  
 

ASHES ON THE SIDEWALK:  We are once again going into the community on Ash Wednesday to offer prayer and 

imposition of ashes to any who pass by.  Wednesday February 26, noon, between the church and courthouse.  Come be witness 

to God's love as we enter the season of Lent.   
 

HELP NEEDED FOR OUR ASH WEDNESDAY DINNER:  Set up, serving, clean up. Visit our Sign Up Genius: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-ashwednesday or call the church office. You may also visit our 

website or Facebook page.   
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GUIDES are available in the office.  "Becoming a Beloved Community - A Matthew 25 Journey 

to the Cross."  As we begin to move into more understanding of what being a Matthew 25 congregation means, join us as we 

deepen our faith during Lent. 
 

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING:  We are in the process of scheduling workshops for those whose work with children and 

youth. For NEW officers, or any who have not attended a workshop:  Tuesday February 25, 6;00-8:00pm OR Sunday March 

1, 11:30-2 (lunch included).  For those who were trained earlier (we are on a three year cycle, so 2017):  Monday March 2, 

6;00-8:00pm or Monday March 16 6:00-8:00pm.  All workshops meet in the Conference Room.  See Leslee Kirkconnell with 

questions.  And know those who need to attend will be (or have heard) from her already! 
 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytogether.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-ashwednesday


OTHER NEWS:  

OUR FOOD PANTRY could use some help!  Dry beans - pinto, kidney, black, lentils are all needed.  Soup (NOT condensed), 

canned fruit, canned pasta, white rice also low.  All contributions welcome and can be placed in the drawer under the stairs. 
 

ROOM IN THE INN meets every Thursday.  Help is needed in some areas.  Please see the sign up sheets in the 10th Ave 

Lobby to find a time to help.  We have many faithful volunteers, but need YOU too!   
 

THE CURRENT ART EXHIBIT in the Fellowship Hall is from Arts for All KY. It is a non-profit organization that sends a 

call each year to Kentucky Schools requesting art by disabled students from grades K–12. Selected work is placed in a traveling 

exhibition throughout the state. The purpose of Arts for All is to encourage art and creativity among the state’s most vulnerable 

students. Works may be purchased with a $50.00 donation to the program.  For more information contact Delaire Rowe at 270-

762-0023 or email programs@artsforallky.org.  
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER UPDATE:  Some of you may know Dana Patterson has been a part of our preschool 

since 2005, first as a teacher, then as Director.  This week marks a transition for her and our PLC.  She begins work on Tuesday 

as the Executive Director of the Literacy Center in Franklin, KY.  The PLC Board met several times over the past two weeks 

and have hired Jenni Meredith, who is a long-time PLC parent, with a Master's of Education, as well as experience teaching in 

the public school (full time) and PLC as an aide/substitute.  Jenni and Dana have been working together to make the transition 

smooth.  Our families are sad to see Dana go, but excited to welcome Jenni.  This was not an anticipated change, but one where 

we see God's hand leading Dana, Jenni, and the PLC.  The opportunity came quickly and unexpectedly, and we wish Dana rich 

blessings in her new venture.  Your prayers for Jenni and our PLC are appreciated as we together step boldly down a path God 

recently opened.  And if you wish to honor Dana's work, the Board is collecting donations for a Love Offering for Dana.  Simply 

mark your check Dana Love offering.   
 

 

 

We express sympathy to Connie DeVries and her family for the death of her husband 

Frederick DeVries, who died February 6, 2020. 
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