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Behold, I send my messenger, who shall prepare the way. 

Mark 1: 2 
                         

 S e r v i c e  fo r  th e  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

December 6, 2020 

The Second Sunday in Advent 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
     

Prelude                                 Carol for Second Sunday of Advent                    Alexis Chauvet 

 
All Who Are Able May Stand 

Call to Worship                                               
         The Lord will send a Messenger to prepare the way, and the Lord who is light will appear. 

But who can stand the judgment when the Lord comes? 

The Messenger will make us pure, and refine us as a fire refines precious metal. 

And here is how we will describe that day. We will say: The Lord is our righteousness! 
                                              Drawn from Malachi 3:1-4, Jeremiah 23:6  

John the Baptist 

appeared in the 

wilderness, 

preaching a baptism 

of repentance for 

the forgiveness  

of sins. This was  

the beginning of 

the good news of 

Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God. 

 



 

Hymn 95                                 Prepare the Way of the Lord                    PREPARE THE WAY 
                                                                   Sing Three Times 

Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord, 

and all people will see the salvation of our God. 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
O God whose coming changes everything, we await your coming in power! Make the paths 

straight; lift up every valley; bring every mountain down; and clear away everything that is 

an obstacle to righteousness. Brighten these Advent days so that we may see clearly, and 

welcome our Lord. Purify us, and wash us clean. Give us hearts eager for repentance. For it 

is in the name of our coming Lord Christ that we pray. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

Lih 

Response Hymn                    O Little Town of Bethlehem                                      ST. LOUIS 
How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him still, The dear Christ enters in. 
 

Be Seated 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
The coming of Christ is the coming of God’s great Prince of Peace. Let us share that gift with one another. 

 

         Time with Young Disciples 
 

Hearing the Word 

 

Prayer of Illumination Before Reading the Scripture 
 

Reading from the First Covenant                                              Isaiah 40:1-11 
                                                                                 The Consolation of God’s People; the Call to Announce it Widely 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 

become level, and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 

the LORD has spoken.”                                                       

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, 

 their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, 

 when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O 

Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 

God!” 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

 

Advent waiting 

and Advent 

preparing. 

God is great, and 

judges fairly. But 

God’s justice is 

tempered by 

God’s mercy. 



 
All Stand 

Anthem                            Comfort Ye, My People             C. Goudimer/arr. Mark Schweitzer                                       
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                       Mark 1:1-8 
                                                                           John the Baptist 

    The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God as it is written in the prophet 

Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’”  

   John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now  

John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey.  He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy  

to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit.” 
                                                  
All Sit 

Sermon                                                      Presence                                   Matthew Covington 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 104         O Lord, How Shall I Meet You      VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 
                                                   All Three Verses 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, a lamp within my breast, 

to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best. 
 

Love caused your incarnation, love brought you down to me; 

your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace 

in love, all loves excelling, our lost and fallen race. 
 

You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill, 

to bring an end to sadness and bid our fears be still. 

In patient expectation we live for that great day 

when your renewed creation your glory shall display. 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sealing the Word in the Sacrament 
 

All Sit 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving. (Responsive) 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Who Announces 

Good News  

to You? 

 



 

You formed us from the earth and planted goodness in our souls that we might love like you.   

You called us to live your law of harmony and to long for your commands.  Yet, when our 

disordered cravings bowed down our spirit, you did not leave us low, but bent down to meet us and 

grow us up again. Glory to God forever. 
 

Therefore we lift our voices in Thanksgiving, for you have wondrously made us.  By water and your 

life-giving Spirit, you have more wondrously remade us to join the song of all creation and forever 

sing your praise. 
 

Hymn                                Sanctus                                                             Joseph Roff 

      Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might, 

      heav-en and earth are full of your glory. 

      Ho-san-na in the highest. 

      Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

      Ho-san-na in the highest, ho-san-na in the highest. 
 

Music at Communion                   Bread of the World                                   David Cherwien    
Bread of the world in mercy broken, wine of the soul in mercy shed, 

By whom the words of life were spoken, and in whose death our sins are dead. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

  Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

And all that is within me, 

  Bless God’s holy name. 

  Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

  And forget not all God’s benefits.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

All Stand 

Closing Hymn 366                  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                        HYFRYDOL 
First and Last Verses 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 
  

Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee:  

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,  

till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                            From Heaven Above to Earth I Come                         Wilbur Held 

**************************************************************************  
            

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex  
or on the table on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. 

Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
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The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Announcements 
 

 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

                                                      Sam Tuggle, Ben Johnson 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, December 13:  Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11;  

Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b–55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24; John 1:6–8,  

19–28. 
 

TODAY 

ADVENT MEANS HOPE Adult Sunday morning zoom class,  

9:00am. We are exploring the theme of hope through the lectionary  

scriptures, with story, art, discussion and more.  Email Leslee with questions.   
 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne 

Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church 

Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, December 6 

 9:00 a.m.   Sunday School (Zoom) 

 10:30 a.m.   Worship  

Monday, December 7 

 5:00 p.m.   Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

Tuesday, December 8 

 2:00 p.m.   Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, December 9   

      7:00 p.m.   Advent Meditation  

    
 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just 

go to the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be 

made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

http://www.bgpres.org/
mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

 

TODAY OUR CHILDREN learned in Godly Play about the Birth of Jesus in Luke 2:1-7.  The group meets via zoom at 

9:00am and is led by Mary Evans. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES (via Zoom).   Godly Play meets at 9:00am for our children with Mary Evans.  Youth 

meet with David in the afternoons.  Coffee & Conversation meet 9:00am Sundays.   Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for information, 

including zoom links.     
  

THE ANGEL TREE is UP and decorated.  We have on-line sign up as well as the ability to pick ornaments off our tree (just 

stop by during the week).  Items will be due back December 15. We have simplified things: one ornament = one person, with 

a value of approx. $50-75 each.  With access to the building limited, PLEASE make an effort to choose an ornament - if you 

need help - call us!  Donations can also be made through our website -click the Give tab.  All monetary donations can be used 

to purchase for those children whose ornaments did not get claimed. 
 

COMING UP   

ADVENT MEDITATIONS  In the absence of Advent Dinners this season, please do join us online for Wednesday evening 

Advent Meditations, to be presented each week. You may visit our website and watch the meditation each Wednesday of the 

Advent season at 7:00pm. (www.bgpres.org) 
 

THE LESSONS AND CAROLS SERVICE for this year has been moved to the 10:00pm Christmas Eve worship. Since our 

choir cannot gather as usual in the sanctuary, we will present a previous year’s Lessons and Carols service, to be included with 

our Christmas Eve stream. Please join us for this special seasonal worship presentation. 
 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN is paused until the week of December 16.  We will be changing nights to Wednesdays (for 

this season), due to Room in the Inn not having any other location to take Wed. evenings.  All volunteers who signed up for 

intervening weeks have been notified.  We are still working out some scheduling issues.  Please pray for those involved in this 

important ministry - and for our homeless friends who need a warm place to sleep during these cold months.  
 

GROW FAITH, STRENGTHEN RELATIONSHIPS, GO DEEPER!  Join a small group! We have some beginning, and 

more planned later.  You can contact Tim Leigh, Julia Roberts, or Karen Watson.  Other than the walking group (Karen), all 

are/will be virtual.  Once it is safe to be in person, we will have other groups available.   
 

HELP WILL BE NEEDED for Saturday Meals on December 19 and 26.  On the 19th we will need about four drivers (that is 

Christmas Box delivery day) and maybe one or two to help prepare meals. On the 26th, one or two drivers and one or two to 

help prep meals. Those days are all-church days so each congregation is asked to send some volunteers to spread the 

work.  Contact Judy Clark - judy068clark@outlook.com.  
 

OTHER NEWS: 
POINSETTIAS  Poinsettias will be available for purchase again this Christmas, given either in memory of departed loved 

ones, or in honor of someone special. A special announcement page with a listing of gifts will be included with the Christmas 

Eve bulletin. Forms for poinsettia orders will be available in the church office or in the Sunday bulletins. Both should be 

returned to the church office by Sunday December 20th. Poinsettia orders are $18.00 each. You may call or email the 

information to the church office, or print and mail an order form. Click here for the form. 
 

PEG TRUMAN’S PAINTINGS are now hanging in the church fellowship hall. Anyone may view them between 8:30am and 

4:30pm M-Th and 8:30am - noon on Friday. At the Tenth Street entrance, ring the doorbell for entry. Wear a mask. Please Sign 

the guestbook. These works will hang until December 13, at which time the works may be purchased in a lottery with a donation 

to the memorial fund. In addition to what is hanging are a number of prints. Copies of these prints will be available for viewers 

later after a decision about displaying them is reached.  
 

WE ARE COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THE Housing Authority and NAACP. They are in need of warm items for children 

- socks, underwear, warm jackets.  You can send us a donation to purchase or bring items to the church and we will make sure 

they get where needed.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.bgpres.org/
mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
file:///C:/Users/Cheryl/Desktop/Insert%20for%20Poinsettias.pdf

