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December 20, 2020 

 

Gathering Around the Word 

 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
                     

Prelude                     Voluntary on the Tune CHRISTMAS CAROL             Morgan Simmons 
We hear the Christmas angels, The great good tidings tell:    

O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel.     -Phillips Brooks                                  
                              
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 
The true light that enlightens us all is coming into the world. 

This has taken place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

Behold a young woman shall conceive and bear a child, and they shall name him Emmanuel. 

Which means “God is with us.” 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

We have beheld the light of his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

Let us worship him now!                                                    John 1:9, 14; Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 7:10-16 

 

Opening Hymn 123                      It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                               CAROL 
First and Last Verses 

 

It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all gracious King”; 

the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old,  

when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,  

and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

For Young 

Worshipers:   

I wonder why 

people like to 

decorate with lights 

at Christmas? Lights 

come on in the 

winter, when it is 

dark. Lights are 

cheerful, even when 

the weather is cold. 

Jesus is called “the 

light of the world.” 

If many people 

decorate, it helps to 

make the season 

bright. Our church 

member, Arnie 

Petrus, always  

lights his house 

beautifully. 

 



 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Loving God, your glory lights the skies; it fills our hearts, and causes us to talk of angels!  

The sign of a virgin giving birth instructs us to hope beyond our imagining.  

You have come among us as a child to be adored; so forgive us for ever being unloving. When 

we are directionless, shed anew the light of a guiding star. Once you transformed a humble 

stable into the Seat of Glory, so now take what is humble about us, and bless it. As you were 

“born a child,” teach us to love the weak and needy. As you were “yet a king,” let us feel your 

power. Send wise men and women to lead us from darkness into light. Forgive us for all the 

ways we have neglected your coming, and come to us again, we pray. Amen. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 

Response Hymn 83                Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                        STUTTGART 
 

                  Born thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a King 

Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring! 
 

Passing of the Peace 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself—not counting their sins against them—and has 

commissioned us with the message of reconciliation. 

 

Time with Young Disciples 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Reading for the First Covenant                                                                         Genesis 1:1-4 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 

and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light 

was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 

Isaiah 9:2-3 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness— has light shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest. 
 

Anthem                                             Sing Praise to God                        Robert W. Thygerson 

 
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                              John 1:1-5, 9-13 

                                                             Christ, Eternal Light of the World 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 

blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

Our confession in 

Advent is that we 

still have much to 

do to be ready for 

the Lord’s coming. 

 

 

Creation occurs 

when what is 

“formless and void” 

becomes 

illuminated by God. 

All of God’s saving 

acts are like this: 

renewals of 

creation. We 

ourselves, when  

we have “walked  

in darkness,” are 

rescued by God’s 

gift of new, 

restorative, 

rescuing light. 

 

 

 

John’s magnificent 

poetry about the 

eternal Christ, who 

was “with God,” 

and “was God,” and 

was “the true light,” 

connects with 

God’s purposes 

from the moment of 

creation. 



 

Sermon                                                  Advent Surprise                           Matthew Covington  
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 119                 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                  MENDELSSOHN  
Third Verse Only 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand                                                                                                             

Affirmation of Faith                                                               A Declaration of Faith, Chapter 4.1 

God sent the promised deliverer to his people. Jesus, the long-expected Savior, came into 

the world as a child, descended from David, conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of Mary,  

a virgin. He lived as a Jew among Jews. He announced to his people the coming of God’s 

kingdom of justice and peace on earth. 

We affirm that Jesus was born of woman as is every child, yet born of God’s power as was 

no other child. In the person and work of Jesus, God himself and a human life are united 

but not confused, distinguished but not separated. The coming of Jesus was itself the 

coming of God’s promised rule. Amen 
 

All Sit  

The Prayers of the People 
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 140                      Once in Royal David’s City                                         IRBY 
First and Last Verses 

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 

for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above, 

and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 

 

Benediction 

                                   
 Postlude                                 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior          arr. David N. Johnson 

Tune appeared in Martin Luther’s second hymnal, 1524 

**************************************************************************  

 

           

WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! For more information 

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please call 270-843-4707 or email our church office –

info@bgpres.org        www.bgpres.org 

 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/
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                            Announcements 
 

 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

                                                      Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, December 27:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3;  

Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4–7; Luke 2:22–40. 
 

TODAY 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Judy Whitson. Deacons  

assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may contact them  

through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY OUR CHILDREN in Godly Play heard and responded to  

Matthew 2:1-11 and the visit of the Magi to Mary, Joseph and Jesus.   

Mary Evans leads the group by zoom and all children from  

Kindergarten to 5th Grade are welcome!   
 

TODAY WE CONCLUDED OUR ADULT ADVENT MEANS  

HOPE STUDY. If you weren't able to join us 'live' the recordings  

are on Facebook, or you can email Leslee for the YouTube link.   

We explored some of the lectionary texts through art, children's story  

books, discussion and more.   

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne 

Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church 

Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, December 20 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m.  Worship  

3:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

Monday, December 21 

5:00 p.m.    Round Table Pulpit  

(Zoom) 

Tuesday, December 22 

2:00 p.m.    Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, December 23  

      6:00 p.m.  DRITI 

7:00 p.m.    Advent Meditation 

   Thursday, December 24 

 5:00 p.m.  Family Worship  

 10:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols 

    (services online) 

   Friday, December 25 

    Office Closed 

  

    
 

  

  

       

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just 

go to the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be 

made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

 

Announcements (continued) 
 

COMING UP   

ADVENT MEDITATIONS  Please join us online for Wednesday evening Advent Meditations, to be presented each week. 

You may visit our website and watch the meditation each Wednesday of the Advent season at 7:00pm. (www.bgpres.org) We 

will present one more Wednesday program on December 23rd. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE   The Lessons and Carols service for this year has been moved to the 10:00pm Christmas Eve worship. 

Since our choir cannot gather as usual in the sanctuary, we will present a previous year’s Lessons and Carols service, as a part 

of our Christmas Eve worship services. We will also livestream a Family Worship Service at 5:00pm on Christmas Eve. Please 

join us for these special seasonal worship presentations!  
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME! Join us next Sunday December 27, 9:30am for zoom fellowship. Email the office for the zoom link.  

We will be not having Sunday School on this Sunday.  

 

WIRED WORD CLASS RESUMES Sunday January 3.  If you weren't on our earlier list and want to join in, email Leslee 

Kirkconnell.  Each week the zoom link and the article will be sent.  Nathan Love will again be leading us in good discussion 

around current events, with a biblical and theological focus.   
 

TESTIMONY - REMEMBERING, RECLAIMING, REARTICULATING.  Join us for a six week study of the Bible and 

Reformed faith.  Begins Wednesday January 6, 7:00 by zoom, with Dr. Glenn Kirkconnell leading (this will take us to the 

beginning of Lent).  Classes will be recorded and available later for those unable to join 'live.'   
 

THE ABC'S OF DIVERSITY - HELPING OUR KIDS (AND OURSELVES) EMBRACE OUR DIFFERENCES will 

be a four week book small group January 4-25, 7:00pm by zoom.  Led by Heather and Leslee Kirkconnell, we will read the 

book and discuss implications for parents and those of us who love and interact with children.  Books are available from Leslee 

Kirkconnell.   
 

A NEW YEAR, A FRESH START!  Join a Small Group in 2021 and grow your faith and your relationships!  We have several 

options already, in addition to what has been outlined already in these announcements.  Tim Leigh is leading a Men's Prayer 

group (zoom) on first Tuesdays and last Thursdays each month by zoom; Karen Watson is leading a walking group at Basil 

Griffin Park each Tuesday morning at 8:15am.  Julia Roberts and Mary Evans have a zoom group on the first Thursday each 

month (zoom).  More to come!   
 

OTHER NEWS: 

MANY MANY THANKS to all who helped make our Angel Tree Mission successful!  We delivered our gifts yesterday to 

our families.  Heartfelt thanks to the Deacons who make providing a food box to each possible also!   
 

WE ARE COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THE Housing Authority and NAACP. They are in need of items for children and 

youth - socks, underwear, warm jackets, gloves, hats etc.  You can send us a donation to purchase or bring items to the church 

and we will make sure they get where needed. You can also put your items in a ziploc bag and clip to the Gloves with Love 

line on our fence.  We are seeing folks taking items they need, and also leaving some!   
 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN has begun!  We are sheltering folks on Wednesdays this year.  Help is needed for various 

jobs - some do not require being here on Wednesday.  Many steps are in place to keep everyone safe.  Click here for the sign 

up: https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn or you can contact Rider Allen-270-938-5327. 

 

POINSETTIAS  Poinsettias are available for purchase again this Christmas, given either in memory of departed loved ones, 

or in honor of someone special. A special announcement page with a listing of gifts will be included with the Christmas Eve 

bulletin. Forms for poinsettia orders will be available in the church office or on our website, (or you may click here for the 

form.) Information should be returned to the church office by Sunday December 20th. Poinsettia orders are $18.00 each.  

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 

 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
file:///C:/Users/Cheryl/Desktop/Insert%20for%20Poinsettias.pdf
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