
 

 

                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         T o r n a d o  R e l i e f  
 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lord ’ s  Da y  
 

December 19, 2021 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking the Hour 
 

8 Habits of Evangelism – Generosity                   Judy Whitson 
 

Prelude                             The Master Came to Bring Good News              Jeffrey Blersch   
                                            
                              

All Stand 

Call to Worship                                         Isaiah 9:10; Psalm 118:22, 24; Isaiah 61:4; Psalm 126 

The bricks have fallen, but we will build with dressed stones. 

The sycamores have been cut down, but we will put cedars in their place. 

The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

Let us rejoice and be glad. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall repair the former devastations; 

They shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 

Our mouths filled with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy. 

 

Opening Hymn 620           Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven            LAUDA ANIMA     
                                                             Verse 1 and 2 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to his feet your tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore his praises sing. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise the everlasting King! 
 

Praise him for his grace and favor to his people in distress. 

Praise him, still the same as ever, slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Glorious in his faithfulness! 
 

For Young 

Worshipers: The 

tornado from a week 

ago was a bad thing. 

Now we are safe 

again. Yes, you are 

safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The idea of rebuilding 

is associated with the 

biblical promise of 

God’s renewal and 

repair of our souls. 

 



 

 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (Unison) 

God of peace, we confess our confusion and our anger. We reflect on what has 

happened in our city and our neighborhoods. (Silence for reflection) We harbor 

unworthy, but natural thoughts: Why do tornadoes happen? Where were you? 

What will happen next? 

Hold us together, while we stay here and wait. Protect us. Teach us where to find peace. 

Bolster our hope. In place of despair, give us energy to love others around us heartily.  

In your mercy, forgive us for the thoughts that are unworthy of faith. Give us new 

wisdom and perspective, in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Silence for Personal Confession 

 

Hymn                                                                                                                         KYRIE 
               Lord, have mercy upon us, 

              Christ, have mercy upon us. 

               Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
                The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Time with Young Disciples: Lighting the Candle of Joy 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

                                    Prayer for Illumination  
 

Reading from the First Covenant   (Responsive)                                                          Psalm 126 

It seemed like a dream, too good to be true, when GOD returned Zion’s exiles. 

We laughed, we sang, we couldn’t believe our good fortune. 
We were the talk of the nations— “GOD was wonderful to them!” 

GOD was wonderful to us; we are one happy people. 

And now, GOD, do it again— bring rains to our drought-stricken lives. 

So those who planted their crops in despair will shout “Yes!” at the harvest, 

So those who went off with heavy hearts will come home laughing, with armloads  

of blessing. 
 

Anthem                                           A Christmas Rose                                     Bob Burrows 
                        Collegiate Quartet:  Autumn Stolle, soprano          Lacy Magre, alto               

                                       Darcy Merriman, tenor             Jeremiah Simpson, guest bass  
            
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                 Matthew 5:4 in Four Translations 
New Revised Standard, Contemporary English Bible, J.B. Phillips, The Message 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” 

“God blesses those people who grieve. They will find comfort!” 

“How happy are those who know what sorrow means, for they will be given courage  

and comfort!” 

“You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you 

be embraced by the One most dear to you.” 
All Sit                                                    

Seeking forgiveness 

when we feel that 

we’ve been injured 

is a useful exercise. 

It makes us humble, 

and expectant! 

This Psalm of Assent, 

remembers the 

restoration of Zion 

and expresses hope in 

God’s continuing 

restoration. The 

imagery is very rich: 

weeping turns to 

rejoicing, sowing 

leads to reaping… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who do you imagine 

heard this Beatitude 

most clearly and 

easily? What do 

people who are 

saddened need to 

hear? 

 

 



 

 

Sermon                                     Permission to be Sorrowful                  Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 123           It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                              CAROL  
                                            Verses 1, 3, and 5 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,  

from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  

"Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King": 

the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 

beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 

and we, at war on earth hear not the tidings that they bring; 

Oh, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the angels sing! 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old,  

when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold  

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,  

and the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                       A Declaration of Faith (Chapter 4.1) 

God sent the promised Deliverer to his people. Jesus, the long-expected Savior, came 

into the world as a child, descended from David, conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of Mary, a virgin. He lived as a Jew among Jews. He announced to his people the 

coming of God's kingdom of justice and peace on earth. We affirm that Jesus was 

born of woman as is every child, yet born of God's power as was no other child. In 

the person and work of Jesus, God himself and a human life are united but not 

confused, distinguished but not separated. The coming of Jesus was itself the coming 

of God's promised rule. Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, he brings 

about the relationship between God and humanity that God always intended. 
 

Prayers of the People                                                       
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Sending Hymn 140                   Once in Royal David’s City                                      IRBY  
 First and Last Verses 

 

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed 

where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild; Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see him through His own redeeming love; 

for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; 

and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
 

 

Jesus, Jesus, O what 

a wonderful child.  

Jesus, Jesus, so 

holy, meek and 

mild; new life,  

new hope the 

pchild will bring.  

Listen to the angels 

sing: “Glory,  

glory, glory!  

Let the heavens 

ring. 
African American 

Hymn Text 



 

 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                              People, Look East                                BESANÇON               

************************************************************************ 
  

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                           The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               The Presbyterian Church  

                      1003 State Street  

              Bowling Green, KY 42101 
             270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, 

Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right. https://bgpres.org/give 

 

  Calendar 
Sunday, December 19 

8:30 a.m.     Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.    Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship    

   5:00 p.m.    Youth Group (TBD) 

    Monday, December 20 

        9:00 a.m.     GOD/DOG is Love 

    Tuesday, December 21 
    9:30 a.m.     Chair Yoga 

    11:00 a.m.     Finance Ministry   

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         1:00 p.m.     CUICHM 

         7:00 p.m.     Session (at Covingtons) 

    Wednesday, December 22 

         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir 

    Thursday, December 23 

         6:00 p.m.    DRITI 

    Friday, December 24 

         5:00 p.m.    Christmas Eve Worship 

         10:00 p.m.    Christmas Eve Worship 

     

     

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

Announcements 
 

USHERS: The Kernohan family 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

ACOLYTES:  Millie Davenport and Nate Stein 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER: David Muffett 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, December 26:  1 Samuel 2:18–20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12–17; Luke 2:41–52. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Susan Thomison and Teri Polen.  Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
   

TODAY: 

8 HABITS OF EVANGELISM - each month we will focus on a different habit of evangelism.  December is 

GENEROSITY.  Today we welcome David Muffett as he brings us his story of generosity.   
 

IT'S CHRISTMAS JOY!  One of four special offerings, the Christmas Joy offering helps the Board of Pensions with 

providing financial assistance to Board members with an acute need.  It also helps support the racial ethnic schools related 

to the PC(U.S.A.) with scholarship and other aid.  Your generosity is appreciated - you can mark your check 'JOY offering' 

or use the envelope provided in the bulletin TODAY.  
 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP (and tea) has resumed in Fellowship Hall.  8:30 and 10:00am.   Masks are requested when not 

drinking.  
 

ADVENT STUDY - concluded this morning. Recordings of the class are posted to our website.  
 

ANGEL TREE thank you to all who helped bring cheer to our neighbors this year!  Gifts were delivered yesterday, many 

thanks to all who helped by shopping, wrapping, organizing, and delivering!   
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!    https://bgpres.org/grow/small-

groups  Check out what is available and whom to contact.  Sign up sheets are on the table on the landing.  We have a new 

group starting in January, and more to come.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL and Children's Choir will BREAK next Sunday.  Come at 9:30 for fellowship!   
 

NURSERY CARE is available on Sunday mornings.  9-10:15 for children up to 3; from 10:15 to end of worship up to age 

4 (pre-K).  Please note everyone in the Children's Center MUST wear a mask (if over 2).  
 

COMING UP: 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP This Christmas worship services will be in person in our Sanctuary, and also livestreamed. 

Please join us at 5:00pm on Christmas Eve for our Family Worship (with communion), or at 10:00pm for a Candlelight 

Communion service. 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT!  All families with preschool-elementary children should come at 4pm on Christmas Eve to run 

through our 'pick-up' pageant this year.  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell with questions.   
 

NURSERY CARE will be available for our 5pm Christmas Eve service for children up to 4 years old (children 2-4 should 

participate in the pageant and then be escorted to the nursery).   
 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN IS BACK!  Our Sign Up Genius lists the many ways you can help!  We especially need 

folks willing to provide (and ideally serve) breakfast on Friday mornings.  Visit https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-

the-inn and click where you would like to serve.    

 

GET YOUR GROUP TOGETHER TO COOK A MEAL for David's Room in the Inn!  Opportunities exist - see the 

sign up in the 10th Ave Lobby or click here.  Cooking for a crowd is easy when you have a crowd cooking!   

 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups
https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups
https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-dinner1


 

 

 

OTHER NEWS: 

THE GLOVES WITH LOVE fence is seeing a lot of activity (thus spreading lots of love).  We are grateful for donations 

of mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and warm jackets for children.  They can be handmade or gently used or brand new.  There's 

a big blue tub in the 10th Ave Lobby ready to receive all donations.  THANK YOU! 
 

THE FOOD PANTRY could use some items - meat (tuna, chicken, cocktail sausages, etc); canned fruit, 1 pound bags of 

rice, 1 pound bags of dry beans, canned beans - ideally cans should have pop-tops as some receiving bags have limited 

access to kitchens.  We also need diapers and baby wipes, ideally sizes, 2, 3, or 4.  
 

PEW PADS We ask those in attendance this morning to please sign in on the pew pads. 
 

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE A fund is available for assisting those affected by the recent tornados in 

Kentucky. PDA is in touch with affected presbyteries to coordinate resources and assistance. Please visit 

https://pda.pcusa.org   if you would like a way to help. Donations may also be sent here:  Presbytery of Western Kentucky 

Emergency Response Fund, P.O. Box 624, Hopkinsville, KY 42240 

 

THINGS OUR CHURCH IS ALREADY DOING FOR TORNADO RELIEF: 

 

 Provided two washer/dryer sets for relocated families 

 Providing storage space for a Greenwood High School student-led project to help teens and older children. 

 Met with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance representatives, the Bowling Green Housing Authority, and                 

HOTEL, INC to coordinate efforts 

 Items Needed:  Diapers, twin and queen sheet sized bed linens, furniture for relocated families 

 Men’s Prayer Group provided a full breakfast on December 12, people without heat/electricity welcomed 

 Individuals from our church assisted in clearing debris, and in providing snacks for utility workers on the job 
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