
 

                                           
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 

conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”  

M a t t h e w  1 : 2 0  

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

December 18, 2022 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                                              Song of Cradle Love                              Quintin Thomas               
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body                                                     

Call to Worship 

Out of little Bethlehem comes a ruler for God’s people, 

A shepherd to stand in the strength of the Lord! 

His mother is already in labor. 

At his birth we will be blessed! 

We will live in security, 

Since his greatness extends to the ends of the earth.                                          Micah 5:2-5 

 

All Sit 

A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent 

                                                  God with Us, Emmanuel                                       Joel Raney 
Maker of the stars of night, of the sun by day, rise in us and bring your light: burn our shadows 

away  In the darkness where we dwell, we await the light of God, Emmanuel. 

   

Litany  (Responsive) 
During Advent we wait for the coming Savior who is our Everlasting Father.  

From everlasting to everlasting, you are God. Your mercy is good news of a great joy.  
We look to the One who knows our deepest thoughts. 

From everlasting to everlasting, you are God. 

We look to the One who cares for our deepest needs. 

From everlasting to everlasting, you are God. 

We look to the One who knows us, and answers our cries. 

From everlasting to everlasting, you are God. Your mercy is good news of a great joy.  

 

 

 

The shepherd king 

is to be born in tiny 

Bethlehem, as was 

King David. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the four 

weeks of Advent, 

this litany has 

reminded us of the 

names of Jesus in 

Isaiah 9:6:  

Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty 

God, Prince of 

Peace, and 

Everlasting Father. 

 

 

 

Joseph hears 

from the angel 

that the baby 

Mary is carrying 

is a gift, not  

a gift of human 

making, but a  

gift from God. 

 



 
 

Lighting Four Advent Candles:   

            The Candle of Hope, The Candle of Peace, the Candles of Love and of Joy. 

 
Opening Hymn                             God with Us, Emmanuel                                       

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Lord, you have always delivered your people, and now you send us a Savior! The light of his 

presence restores us. The truth in his teaching sets us free. In his humility is wisdom. His 

kindness is disarming. The hope he offers is eternal. He is our life and our light. Continue to 

prepare us for his coming. Make us mindful of the ways our lives can be refashioned to resemble 

our Lord’s life.  For it is in the name of Christ that we pray. 

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn                        O Little Town of Bethlehem                                    ST. LOUIS  
 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell’ 

O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
The coming of Christ is the coming of God’s great Prince of Peace. Let us share that gift with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God is with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember the 

message of  

John the Baptist: 

Sincere 

repentance will 

receive the favor 

of God’s mercy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                     Isaiah 7:10-16 
The Savior Shall Come  

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 

as heaven. The Lord will hear from the King of Judah. Ask for a sign! It can be anything!  But 

Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. What does the prophet, the Lord’s 

man, say?  Isaiah  said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that 

you weary my God also? The kingdom of Judah is threatened. Both God and the people are 

tired of the King’s false piety! Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  In spite of your 

faithlessness; look to the Lord.  Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and 

shall name him Immanuel. God with us!  He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good. He will be a prophet and a moral leader, even as a youth. For 

before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings 

you are in dread will be deserted.  In spite of appearances, hold on to hope! 

 

Anthem               The King Shall Come When the Morning Dawns            arr. George Mabry  

                                                                                           Morning Song, Kentucky Harmony                                              

 
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                              Matthew 1:18-25 
Joseph Dreams of Jesus’ Birth 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged 

to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 

a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had 

borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

All Sit                                                       

Sermon                                       Joseph’s Merry Christmas                     Matthew Covington 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 123              It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                                CAROL 

 

Responding to the Word 
  

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
All Sit              

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

The King of 

Judah, Ahaz, was 

too timid to ask 

for the Lord to 

come. But the 

Lord comes 

anyway! 

He named him  

Jesus. 



 

The Offering 
 

Offertory                                            Antiphon V                                               Marcel Dupre 

                                          How Fair and How Pleasant Art Thou                      
                                       
All Stand  

Doxology  
                    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

       Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

       Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

       Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 145                            What Child Is This                              GREENSLEEVES 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                     Sortie                                            Douglas Wagner 

                                        “I will go in the strength of the Lord…”               
***************************************************************************************** 

              

 
WELCOME VISITORS! 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!    

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office: info@bgpres.org or visit our website: www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, 

Fred Trickey 

 
 
O ur church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, 
Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby R abold, Bud S chlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry 
Warden.                                     O ur church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, J udy C lark, Kim Ferguson, C athey G re en, 
Evan G oad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett,  Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, C atherine Reber, S usan Thomison 
and J udy Whitson.  
 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

The “second 

offering” called 

Buck in a Basket,  

is a way of 

involving us all in 

the offering for  

the day, even if we 

have given on a 

different schedule. 

For December, the 

Buck in a Basket 

supports the 

Deacon’s 

Discretionary Fund 

to assist our own 

church members 

in need. 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 
 

 
                      The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

               

                              Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Kernohan and Hines families 

LAY READER:  Pamela Napier 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin,  

                                                     Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, 

Barbara Solberg-Hale 

 

 
LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY December 25:  Dawn: Isaiah 62:6–12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2:[1–7] 8–20. 

Christmas Day: Isaiah 52:7–10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1–4 [5–12]; John 1:1–14. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Fred Trickey. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

FLOWERS AT THE COMMUNION TABLE are given to the glory of God, and are given in memory of Dr. Glen and Mrs. 

Helen Gill. The flowers are given by Laura Cardwell. 
 

TODAY: 

CHURCH CAROLING TODAY  Once again, we will send small groups out caroling to folks in the community who are less 

able to come worship in person. We plan to have a light lunch after worship, then divide into groups to make visits. We’ll be 

taking cookie tins to offer along with festive music! Song books will be provided! Come enjoy some traditional carols and 

fellowship! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES – We will not have Sunday School on the morning of Christmas Day. 
 

THE CHOSEN CLASS  The Chosen Sunday School continues in the new year, with Season 3 (Episode 1) beginning on 

Sunday, January 8 at 9:15 am in the Conference Room:  Homecoming  Jesus delivers the most life-altering sermon in history. 

The result? More followers, more enemies, and disciples ready to follow Jesus anywhere. Simon and Eden reunite, Matthew 

faces his past, and Andrew visits John the Baptist in prison. Future episodes will be released week by week. Stay tuned! 
 

POINSETTIAS  Poinsettias are available, given in memory of departed loved ones, or to honor someone special. An 

announcement insert with a listing of gifts will be included with the Christmas Eve bulletin. Use the form included in this 

bulletin, and return it to the church office by Monday, December 19th. Poinsettia orders are $18.00 each.  
 

COMING UP:  

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP   As Christmas Day will fall on a Sunday this year, for this Christmas Eve, our church will 

gather for one worship Service at 5:00pm.  This will be a service for all ages, and will include communion, music, and the 

lighting of candles at the end of worship. All are welcome!  
  

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

  

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, December 18 
      8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

11:30 a.m.     Lunch/Caroling 

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

   Monday, December 19                    
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, December 20 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         12:00 p.m.     Finance 

         1:00 p.m.       CUICHM 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

         7:00 p.m.       Session 

   Wednesday, December 21 
         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

   Thursday, December 22 
         6:00 p.m.       DRITI 

   Friday, December 23 
         7:30 a.m.     Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

   Saturday, December 24 

         5:00 p.m.     Christmas Eve Worship 

     

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 
    
    
    
    
   

   
 
  
  
       

 
 

      

 



 

CHRISTMAS DAY IS ON A SUNDAY!  On Sunday morning of Christmas Day, we will worship together and celebrate the 

birth of our Savior in our Sanctuary, beginning at 10:30am. All are welcome. There will be no Sunday School on this day.  
 

ANGEL TREE Our Angel Tree gifts were delivered Saturday, December 17. Thank you to all who adopted an angel to help 

brighten a McNeill Elementary family’s Christmas! And a special thank you to David Clarke and all those who assisted with 

the Angel Tree organizing this year. 
  

OTHER NEWS:  

SATURDAY MEALS   All of the December Saturdays are “all church” days for the Saturday Meals program. Lovelyn 

Williams would like at least 3 volunteers to report to Diana at the First Baptist church on Saturday morning. (Lovelyn had oral 

surgery recently and has been unable to organize our volunteers as much.) If you are able and willing, please consider assisting 

with this ministry! 
 

DRITI continues, with our church hosting every Thursday night.  Thanks to the many folks who have helped with this 

ministry.  We are asking that you add your name to a slot on the sign-up sheets located outside the chapel wherever you can 

help. Your assistance is needed and appreciated!   
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now is an especially good time as we rally 

back together for the new church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small Groups and look forward to having 

more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out (Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier,  

or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday,              

please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 

 

GLOVES WITH LOVE  Our 10th Street fence holds gloves, socks, hats, and scarves during the DRITI season.  Your 

donations of items to hang on the fence are appreciated.  Please place your donations in the blue bin under the table in the 10th 

Street Foyer.  If you would like to be a helper who stocks the fences each week let the office know. 
  
ART EXHIBIT  We welcome ArtWorks back to our Fellowship Hall gallery. Please stop and view the newest art exhibit. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
                 

 

We express our sympathy to Tina Coates for the death of her brother Peter (Pepe) B. 

Gardner, who died December 13, 2022.  We also express sympathy to Ann Covington, for 

the death of her mother Elizabeth B. Garner, who died December 15, 2022. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

