
 

                      
Iilvm oportet crescere me autem minui 

                           He must increase, but I must decrease         John 3:30 

            

                S e r v i c e  fo r  th e  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
December 13, 2020 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking the Hour 
 

Prelude             Variations on the Hymn “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”          

                                                                                         arr. David Johnson                                
 

All Stand 

Call to Worship                                                                                                 O Antiphons 
O Wisdom who is the Word, who brings life to all things, come now and teach us the way to 

eternal life. 

Come, Lord Jesus! 

O Adonai, Ruler of Israel, giver of the Law, come with outstretched arm to save!  

Come Lord Jesus, O Root of Jesse, rising as a sign to all, come quickly to deliver us! 

O Key of David, you open and no one can close. Come, set free the prisoners of darkness! 

Come, Lord Jesus, O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, come and shine through the shadow 

of death! 

O Ruler of the Nations and Cornerstone uniting all humanity, come and save! 

Come, Lord Jesus, Immanuel, Desire of Nations, and Savior of all, Come and rescue us, O Lord 

our God! 
 

 

 

Biblically, we 

cannot have 

Christmas without 

John the Baptist. 

John was not the 

Christ, but he came 

to bear witness to 

Christ. Here, John 

humbly admits that 

he cannot offer 

what Christ can 

offer.  

John has offered 

baptism for 

forgiveness, but 

Christ bears the 

whole purity of 

heaven. 

In Advent, we, like 

John the Baptist, 

are blessed to 

consider the 

blessing of divine 

perfection meeting 

a world in need of 

salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The O Antiphons 

represent an 

ancient tradition of 

remembering 

biblical names of 

the Messiah:  

O Wisdom 

O Adonai 

O Root of Jesse 

O Key of David 

O Radiant Dawn 

O Ruler of Nations 

O Immanuel 



 

 

Opening Hymn 88                    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel               VENI EMMANUEL     
                                                               Verse 1, 2, 4, and 6  

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily; 

to us the path of knowledge show and teach us in her ways to go.  Refrain 
 

O come, thou Root of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  

from depths of hell thy people save, and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain 
 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;  

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (Unison) 

O great, good, and loving God who comes in power to rule over all, we confess that we 

have not expected your kingdom. We have lived casual lives, ignoring your promised 

judgment. We accept lies as truth. We take advantage of others. We refuse your peace. 

In your mercy, forgive us. Give us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek the things 

that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world.  
Silence for Personal Confession 

 

Hymn                                                                                                                             KYRIE 
               Lord, have mercy upon us, 

          Christ, have mercy upon us. 

               Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 

Response Hymn 105                    People, Look East                                           BESANCON 

          An-gels an-nounce with shouts of mirth 

Christ who brings new life to earth. 

Set ev-ery peak and val-ley hum-ming  

With the word, the Lord is com-ing 

People, look east and sing to-day 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

  

Passing the Peace of Christ 
                The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

All Sit 

Time With Young Disciples  
 

Hearing the Word 
 

                                    Prayer for Illumination  

 

 

 

The movement 

from asking for 

mercy to singing 

for joy is the 

movement from 

sinfulness to 

blessed 

forgiveness. 



 

Reading from the First Covenant    (Responsive)                                              Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
What Are the Characteristics of the One on Whom God’s Spirit Comes? 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; 

He has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 

To proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all  

who mourn; 

To provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of 

gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair 

the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  
For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 

recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who 

see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me 

with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness as a 

bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 

Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 

Anthem         The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns        MORNING SONG/Kenton Coe 

              
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                           John 1:6-8, 19-28 
                                                       John the Baptizer Sent to Testify   
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 

ask him, “Who are you?”  He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 

Messiah.”  And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

prophet?” He answered, “No.”  Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for 

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”  He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in 

the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been 

sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the 

Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandal.”  This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 
All Sit 

Sermon                                                Testify to the Light                               Matthew Covington 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 673                           Jesus, Light of Joy                              LAUDA ANIMA 
All Three Verses 

Jesus, light of joy, surround us; let your splendid glory shine: 

source of every earthly blessing, heaven’s everlasting sign. 

Alleluia, alleluia, we adore you, light divine. 
 

Now the shadows fall around us; now the evening has begun: 

still your gracious light is with us, brighter than the morning sun. 

Alleluia, alleluia, God of glory, Three-in-One. 
 

With the saints we lift our voices, God of power, God of might. 

All creation shines with glory, singing praises day and night: 

alleluia, alleluia, holy, holy, holy light. 

Characteristics  

of the  

Coming Messiah 

The mysterious 

identity of John  

the Baptist 



 

Affirmation of Faith                                                              A Declaration of Faith (Chapter 10) 

In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus God kept his promises. All that we can ever hope 

for was present in Christ. But the work of God in Christ is not over. God calls us to hope for 

more than we have yet seen. The hope God gives us is ultimate confidence that supports us 

when lesser hopes fail us. In Christ God gives hope for a new heaven and earth, certainty of 

victory over death, assurance of mercy and judgment beyond death. This hope gives us 

courage for the present struggle. 

Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People                                                       
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Sending Hymn 113                 Angels We Have Heard on High                                GLORIA  
First and Last Verses 

 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                Of the Father’s Love Begotten                           Kevin Sadwoski        

**************************************************************************  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 
 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne 

Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church 

Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just 

go to the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be 

made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex  
or on the table on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. 

Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Announcements 
 

 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

                                                      Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, December 20:  2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16;  

Luke 1:46b–55 or Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26; Romans 16:25–27; Luke  

1:26–38. 
 

TODAY 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Annette Parkerson. Deacons  

assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may contact them  

through the church office:  270-843-4707. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  We are in the final  

Stages of organizing our Angel Tree gifts, so PLEASE be sure your gifts  

are returned to the church by December 17 at noon!  Delivery is set for  

the 19th and that will give us time to get everything together.   

Questions? Contact Leslee Kirkconnell.  
 

ADVENT MEANS HOPE Adult Sunday morning zoom class, 9:00am.  We are exploring the theme of hope through the 

lectionary scriptures, with story, art, discussion and more.  Email Leslee with questions.   
 

TODAY OUR CHILDREN learned in Godly Play about the Shepherds and the Angels from Luke 2:8-20.  The group meets 

via zoom at 9:00am and is led by Mary Evans. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES (via Zoom).   Godly Play meets at 9:00am for our children with Mary Evans.  Youth 

meet with David in the afternoons.  Coffee & Conversation meet 9:00am Sundays.   Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for information, 

including zoom links.  Sunday School will break on December 27.  Join us at 9:30am for a zoom coffee fellowship time!     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, December 13 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m.  Worship  

3:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

Monday, December 14 

5:00 p.m.    Round Table Pulpit  

(Zoom) 

Tuesday, December 15 

2:00 p.m.    Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, December 16  

      6:00 p.m.  DRITI 

7:00 p.m.    Advent Meditation 

   Thursday, December 17 

 12:00 p.m. Angel Tree deadline 

   Saturday, December 19 

 9:30 a.m.  Angel Tree deliveries 

  

    
 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org


 

 

COMING UP   

DRITI BEGINS THIS WEDNESDAY!  Making a change for this season to offer shelter on a night when none is 

available.  Help is needed for various jobs - some can be done with no interaction with others (thus totally 

safe).  Visit https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn to see options. 
 

ADVENT MEDITATIONS  In the absence of Advent Dinners this season, please do join us online for Wednesday evening 

Advent Meditations, to be presented each week. You may visit our website and watch the meditation each Wednesday of the 

Advent season at 7:00pm. (www.bgpres.org) This Wednesday, December 16, the Advent meditation will take the form of a 

“Longest Night” service livestreamed from the Sanctuary at 7:00pm.  
 

GROW FAITH, STRENGTHEN RELATIONSHIPS, GO DEEPER!  Join a small group! We have some beginning, and 

more planned later.  You can contact Tim Leigh, Julia Roberts, or Karen Watson.  Other than the walking group (Karen), all 

are/will be virtual.  Once it is safe to be in person, we will have other groups available.   
 

CHRISTMAS EVE   The Lessons and Carols service for this year has been moved to the 10:00pm Christmas Eve worship. 

Since our choir cannot gather as usual in the sanctuary, we will present a previous year’s Lessons and Carols service, as a part 

of our Christmas Eve worship services. We will also livestream a Family Worship Service at 5:00pm on Christmas Eve. Please 

join us for these special seasonal worship presentations!  
 

OTHER NEWS: 

WE ARE COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THE Housing Authority and NAACP. They are in need of items for children and 

youth - socks, underwear, warm jackets, gloves, hats etc.  You can send us a donation to purchase or bring items to the church 

and we will make sure they get where needed.  
 

HELP WILL BE NEEDED for Saturday Meals on December 19 and 26.  On the 19th we will need about four drivers (that is 

Christmas Box delivery day) and maybe one or two to help prepare meals. On the 19th, one or two drivers and one or two to 

help prep meals. Those days are all-church days so each congregation is asked to send some volunteers to spread the 

work.  Contact Judy Clark - judy068clark@outlook.com.  

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
http://www.bgpres.org/
mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com

