
 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          A  C r o w d e d  M a n g e r  S c e n e  
 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lord ’ s  Da y  
 

December 12, 2021 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking the Hour 
 

8 Habits of Evangelism – Generosity                    Judy Whitson 
 

Prelude                          Partita on Hymn VOM HIMMEL HOCH              Raymond Haan   

                                           From Heaven above to earth I come… 
                              

All Stand 

Call to Worship                                                                                                O Antiphons 
O Wisdom who is the Word, who brings life to all things, come now and teach us  

the way to eternal life. 

Come, Lord Jesus! 

O Adonai, Ruler of Israel, giver of the Law, come with outstretched arm to save!  

Come Lord Jesus. 

O Root of Jesse, rising as a sign to all,  

Come quickly to deliver us! 

O Key of David, you open and no one can close.  

Come, set free the prisoners of darkness! 

Come, Lord Jesus, O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light,  

Come and shine through the shadow of death! 

O Ruler of the Nations, 

Lord Jesus, Immanuel, Desire of Nations, and Savior of all, Come and rescue us,  

O Lord our God! 

For Young 

Worshipers: Do you 

have a nativity scene 

in your house? If we 

total up all the pieces, 

it can be a big crowd! 

Mary, Joseph,  

the baby Jesus, 

shepherds, wise men, 

angels, camels, sheep, 

an ox… Do you see a 

woman with a goose? 

Do you wonder why 

so many came to visit 

the newborn Jesus? 

His birth was good 

news. Luke 2:14 says 

that the angels sang, 

“Glory to God! And 

on earth, peace 

among all the 

people!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The O Antiphons 

represent an ancient 

tradition of 

remembering biblical 

names of the Messiah:  

O Wisdom 

O Adonai 

O Root of Jesse 

O Key of David 

O Radiant Dawn 

O Ruler of Nations 

O Immanuel 



 

 

Opening Hymn 88            O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                   VENI EMMANUEL     
                                                    Verse 1, 2, 4, and 6  

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily; 

to us the path of knowledge show and teach us in her ways to go.  Refrain 
 

O come, thou Root of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  

from depths of hell thy people save, and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain 
 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;  

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (Unison) 

Great God who has come, and who will come again to rule over all things, hear our 

confessions! We are thirsty for your grace. We need your love. But, too often, we 

confound your purposes. We resist your direction. We refuse your peace.  

In your mercy, forgive us. Give us wisdom-enough to seek you again, in Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  
Silence for Personal Confession 

 

Hymn                                                                                                                         KYRIE 
               Lord, have mercy upon us, 

              Christ, have mercy upon us. 

               Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
                The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Time with Young Disciples: Lighting the Candle of Love 

 

Response Hymn 105                    People, Look East                                      BESANCON 

             An-gels an-nounce with shouts of mirth 

Christ who brings new life to earth. 

Set ev-ery peak and val-ley hum-ming  

With the word, the Lord is com-ing 

People, look east and sing to-day 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

  

Hearing the Word 
 

                                    Prayer for Illumination  

 

 

 

The movement from 

asking for mercy to 

singing for joy is the 

movement from 

sinfulness to blessed 

forgiveness. 



 

 

Reading from the First Covenant   (Responsive)                                             Exodus 33:12-16 

You have said, “I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight. You 

have assured me. Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that       

I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your 

people.” The Lord said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” I am 

with you. I will help you. And Moses said to the Lord, “If your presence will not go, do 

not carry us up from here. Do not make us leave without you.  For how shall it be 

known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? 

How else will the promises you have made to your people be confirmed, unless you 

remain with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people 

on the face of the earth.  

 

Anthem             The Holly and the Ivy            Traditional English Carol/arr. Richard Shephard 

              
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                              Luke 2:8-14 and Revelation 21:2-3 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
 

Then I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his 

people and God himself will be with them!” 

 
All Sit                                                   Second in a Series: God With Us 

Sermon                          We Are Imperfect. Does that Change God?         Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 104     O Lord, How Shall I Meet You     VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN                               
                                                                All Three Verses 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart's delight. 

O kindle, Lord, most holy, a lamp within my breast, 

to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best. 
 

Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me. 

your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling that led you to embrace 

in love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race. 
 

You come, o Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill, 

to bring and end to sadness and bid our fears be still. 

In patient expectation we live for that great day  

when your renewed creation your glory shall display. 

The Hebrew people 

prepare to leave Sinai. 

God has been “with” 

them, often 

descending to the  

tent of meeting.  

Here God’s settled 

presence on the Ark 

of the Covenant is 

anticipated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The gospel reading 

confirms that, at 

Jesus’ birth and in his 

promised coming 

again in glory, God’s 

steadfast desire and 

intention is to be with 

us. 

 

 

 



 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                        A Declaration of Faith (Chapter 10) 

In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus God kept his promises. All that we can ever 

hope for was present in Christ. But the work of God in Christ is not over. God calls us to 

hope for more than we have yet seen. The hope God gives us is ultimate confidence that 

supports us when lesser hopes fail us. In Christ God gives hope for a new heaven and earth, 

certainty of victory over death, assurance of mercy and judgment beyond death. This hope 

gives us courage for the present struggle. 

Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People                                                       
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Sending Hymn 113             Angels We Have Heard on High                               GLORIA  
First and Last Verses 

 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                            Christians, Awake, a Voice Is Calling              WACHET AUF 

************************************************************************ 
  

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, 

Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                           The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Announcements 
 

USHERS: Mike and Annette Ballard 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

ACOLYTES:  Claire Ellington and Quinn Ellington 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER: Judy Clark 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, December 19:  Micah 5:2–5a; Luke 1:46–55 or Psalm 80:1–7; Hebrews 10:5–10; Luke 

1:39–45 (46–55). 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Trudy Burkeen and Linda Leigh. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
   

TODAY: 

IT'S CHRISTMAS JOY SEASON!  One of four special offerings, the Christmas Joy offering helps the Board of Pensions 

with providing financial assistance to Board members with an acute need.  It also helps support the racial ethnic schools 

related to the PC(U.S.A.) with scholarship and other aid.  Your generosity is appreciated - you can mark your check 'JOY 

offering' or use the envelope provided in the bulletin on December 19.  
 

ADVENT STUDY - CONTINUES. Leslee Kirkconnell is leading a zoom Bible study for Advent.  The theme will be God 

with Us (to couple with worship) and help us prepare for both the birth of Christ and the return of Christ!  The zoom link 

will be available by request and also posted on our website/Facebook.  Recordings of the class are posted to Facebook and 

our website.  
 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP (and tea) has resumed in Fellowship Hall.  8:30 and 10:00am.   Masks are requested when not 

drinking.  We are not doing food at this time. 
 

ANGEL TREE ALL GIFTS DUE BACK DECEMBER 15.  Please wrap, label and attach the tag.  And THANK YOU! 

Your generosity helps us brighten the holidays in our community!  

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right. https://bgpres.org/give 

 

  Calendar 
Sunday, December 5 

8:30 a.m.     Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.    Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship    

   5:00 p.m.    Youth Group 

    Monday, December 6 

        9:00 a.m.     GOD/DOG is Love 

    Tuesday, December 7 
    9:30 a.m.     Chair Yoga   

        11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         7:00 p.m.     Deacons 

    Wednesday, December 8 
         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         9:30 a.m.    Circle 6 

         5:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir 

         5:30 p.m.    Shop and Wrap fellowship 

    Friday, December 10 
        7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

         

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com


 

 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR DECEMBER will benefit the Deacon's Fund.  That fund helps members (and others) with 

financial help in difficult situations.  Your generosity is much appreciated.  Please place in the basket and mark any checks 

BiB December.  Thank you! 
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!    https://bgpres.org/grow/small-

groups  Check out what is available and whom to contact.  Sign up sheets are on the table on the landing.  We have a new 

group starting in January, and more to come.   
 

GODLY PLAY (Kindergarten-5th Grade, meeting 9:00am in the Godly Play Room).   It is Advent and the story continues 

- Jesus is Born! Luke 2:1-7 tells the story. What does your child remember? Read the scriptures together.  What does God 

want you to learn? 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL begins at 9:00am We will have fellowship at 8:30 and 10:00am.  Classes may continue until 10:15 

as needed/desired.  MASKS are requested, but anyone in the children's center must wear a mask.  Children's Choir meets 

at 10:00am each Sunday. 
 

8 HABITS OF EVANGELISM - each month we will focus on a different habit of evangelism.  December is 

GENEROSITY.  Today we welcome Judy Whitson as she brings us her story of generosity.    
 

COMING UP: 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP This Christmas our worship services will be in person in our Sanctuary, and also 

livestreamed. Please join us at 5:00pm for our Family Worship on Christmas Eve, or at 10:00pm for a Candlelight 

Communion service. 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL GIVE-AWAY is coming December 18. They seek usable household items, clothing, Christmas 

decor and especially items for children - toys - very gently used and new.  Items can be dropped off in our office for pick 

up.  Please drop all items by December 15th so they can be picked up in time.   
 

SATURDAY MEALS IS BUSY IN DECEMBER!   Our week is coming up! The 18th we are ON for organizing and 

delivery BUT we will meet at First Baptist Church as our church is otherwise busy.  If you can help, please contact Judy 

Clark, judy068clark@outlook.com 
 

OTHER: 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN IS BACK!  Our Sign Up Genius lists the many ways you can help!  We especially need 

folks willing to provide (and ideally serve) breakfast on Friday mornings.  Visit https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-

the-inn and click where you would like to serve.    
 

GET YOUR GROUP TOGETHER TO COOK A MEAL for David's Room in the Inn!  Opportunities exist - see the 

sign up in the 10th Ave Lobby or click here.  Cooking for a crowd is easy when you have a crowd cooking!   
 

NURSERY CARE is available on Sunday mornings.  9-10:15 for children up to 3; from 10:15 to end of worship up to age 

4 (pre-K).  Please note everyone in the Children's Center MUST wear a mask (if over 2).  
 

GLOVES WITH LOVE fence is seeing a lot of activity (thus spreading lots of love).  We are grateful for donations of 

mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and warm jackets for children.  They can be handmade or gently used or brand new.  There's 

a big blue tub in the 10th Ave Lobby ready to receive all donations.  THANK YOU!  
 

THE FOOD PANTRY could use some items - meat (tuna, chicken, cocktail sausages, etc); canned fruit, 1 pound bags of 

rice, 1 pound bags of dry beans, canned beans - ideally cans should have pop-tops as some receiving bags have limited 

access to kitchens.  We also need diapers and baby wipes, ideally sizes, 2, 3, or 4.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Collegiate Ensemble member Autumn Stolle for being named Female Voice Area Performer 

of the Semester. Autumn was chosen to perform on the Performer of the Semester Recital which features a top jury performer 

from each area of private study (voice, piano, strings, woodwinds, percussion, brass, guitar). Her performance can be viewed 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3T2iOEvrAU Forward the video to 24:20. 

https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups
https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups
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