
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Communion 
D e c e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 2 0               

5:00 P.M. 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in the coming of our Savior, Christ the Lord 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Prelude                       Two settings of COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE                        Robert Lau 

 

Video                                                            Merry Christmas   

                                       

Chiming the Hour 

 

Opening Prayer (Unison) 

Loving Father, tonight we share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, the peace 

of the quiet stable, the tenderness of the holy family, and the wonder of the wise men. 

Christ has come!  

Now, will you close the door of hate? Will you open the door of love in our world?  

Now might kindness be our gift, and goodwill be in every greeting? Deliver us from evil by the 

blessing Christ brings. In the morning, make us glad to be your children.  

On Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven,  

for Jesus’ sake.  

     Amen.                                                                            Based on: A Christmas Prayer by:  Robert Louis Stevenson 

 
All Stand 

Opening Carol 113                              Angels We Have Heard On High                                             GLORIA 
                                                                                             First verse only 
 

Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

 



Lighting the First Advent Candle  
Leader: The true light that enlightens us all is coming into the world. 

People: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.                              John 1:5 
 

The First Candle on the Advent Wreath is lighted   
 

Gathering Sentences (Responsive)   
Leader: O Word of God, who was with God from the beginning and is God forever, 

People: Speak to us tonight; fill us with wonder! 

Leader:  O Lord and King, 

People:  Come with outstretched arms to save us. 

Leader:  Light of the World, 

People:  Bring light to all who walk in darkness. Come quickly, Lord!     
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

 Loving God, once you were poor and weak, lying in a manger; so let us now be moved to serve the weak 

and needy. Once there was no place for you in the inn; so now make us watchful for those who need our 

welcome. As once the shepherds saw a great sign; now let us expect wonders in our lives. Once the angels 

sang; so now let us rejoice.  Because Christ is the answer to sin, let us turn from our disobedience, and let us 

embrace what is good and right and true. Forgive us, and on this night of all nights, renew us in the faith 

that inspires celebration. 
 

Response Carol                                        O Little Town of Bethlehem                                             ST. LOUIS  
                                                                                                 

           O Holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us we pray; 

          Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us today. 

          We hear the Christmas angels, The great glad tidings tell; 

          O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel. 
 

The Declaration of Good News 

 

Lighting the Second Advent Candle  
Leader: The true light that enlightens us all is coming into the world. 

People: On the night when Christ was born, the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace…” So let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, since to this peace we are called.           
                                                                                                                                     Luke 2:24, Colossians 3:15 
 

The Second Candle on the Advent Wreath is lighted 
 

The Passing of the Peace 
 

Time with Young Disciples                              Video:  “Real”                                            Nichole Nordeman 
 

    Hearing the Word 
All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

A Scriptural Harmony of the People’s Longing for a Savior  (Responsive)                            
                                                                                  Psalm 96. Isaiah 9:2, 9:6, 11:1, 64:1, 40:3-4, Luke 1:47, Isaiah 61:2 
 

O sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord, all the earth. The people walking in darkness have seen a great 

light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has shined. 

Sing to the Lord and bless his holy name; proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. For unto to us a 

child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government will be upon his shoulders.                                  

Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples.       

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him.         

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all gods. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



As for all the gods of the nations, they are mere idols, it is the Lord who made the heavens. Oh, that you would rend 

the heavens and come down! 

Majesty and glory are before him; beauty and power are in his sanctuary. Render to the Lord, you families of the 

nations; render to the Lord glory and might. Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the wilderness a 

highway for our God.                                                                                                                                           
Render to the Lord the honor due to his name; bring offerings and come into his courts. My soul magnifies the Lord 

and my spirit rejoices in God my savior! O worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness; let the whole earth stand 

in awe of him. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill made low; and the glory of the Lord 

will be revealed! 
Say among the nations that the Lord is king, he has made the world so firm that it can never be moved; and he shall 

judge the peoples with equity. He has done mighty deeds; he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts; he has brought down the rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.       

Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and all that fills it. Let the fields rejoice,  

and everything in them, then shall all the trees of the wood shout with joy before the Lord;  

Proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and 

provide for those who grieve. 

For he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He shall judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth. 
 

Lighting the Third Advent Candle 
Leader: The true light that enlightens us all is coming into the world. 

People: Our souls magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in God our Savior!                              Luke 1:46-47 
 

The Third Candle on the Advent Wreath is lighted 

 

Sermon                                                         A Christmas Eve Story                                 Matthew Covington 

                                 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand      

Response Carol 119                             Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                 MENDELSSOHN 
First verse only 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                        Drawn from Scripture 
     In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. 

No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. He is 

the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 

peace through the blood of the cross. Amen.                                       John 1:1, 1 John 4: 14, 18 and Colossians 1:15, 19-2 

 

All Sit 

Lighting the Fourth Advent Candle 
Leader: The true light that enlightens us all is coming into the world. 
People: All has taken place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  

Behold a young woman shall conceive and bear a child, and they shall name him Emmanuel, 

which means “God is with us.” 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

We have beheld the light of his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.        John 1:9, 14; Matthew 1:22-23 

    

   

 The Fourth Candle on the Advent Wreath is lighted 

 



Sealing the Word: The Lord’s Supper 
 

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper     

                                                                                                     

        Sanctus:       Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, 

                                 Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory; 

                                   Glory be to Thee, O Lord Most High. Amen 

 

Music During Communion                            Away in a Manger                     

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Bearing and Following the Word Into The World 
 
 

All Stand 

Carol 122                                                    Silent Night, Holy Night                                      STILLE NACHT 
First and Last verses 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace,  sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light. 

With the angels let us sing “Alleluia” to our King, 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

Silence Awaiting Christmas Joy 
 

                                                                                      The Christ Candle is lighted 

 

 

Response Hymn 134                                          Joy to the World!                                                  ANTIOCH 
     First verse 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 

let every heart prepare him room, 

 and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

Benediction 
 

A Special Christmas Offering                                                                           Millie Davenport 

 

Postlude                                         Of the Father’s Love Begotten                           arr. Kevin Sadowski              

******************************************************************************** 
 

You may view this year’s poinsettia list on the next page. 
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Loved Ones Remembered  
With Poinsettias and Donations 

December 24, 2020 

To represent light and love that come down at Christmas,  
these Poinsettias are given to the Glory of God. 

  

In Memory Of:                                                                              Given By: 

Sonny and Bette Barr    Carolyn Barr Hammond, Edward Wallace Barr III, 

                                Edward Wallace Barr IV, and Bess Hammond Olander 

David Coverdale                                                               Thomas N. Moody 

John R. Henry                                                                 The Ballard Family 

A. L. and Mary Miller Temple                              Ruth Hines Temple Estate 

  

In Honor Of:                                                                                 Given By: 

Mary Evans                                                               Dick and Julia Roberts 

Tom Moody                                                               Dick and Julia Roberts 

  

  

To represent light and love that come down at Christmas, the following  

persons have given Donations to CUICHM,  the Emergency Assistance 

Fund, the Local Church Pantry, Uspiritus/Seven Counties,  

Manna Mart, and /or H.O.T.E.L. INC. 

  

In Memory Of:                                                                              Given By: 

Bettye Brown                                                         Donna and Ken Meredith 

Jerre Nelson Fitts                          Elizabeth, Nelson, Evelyn and Alice Fitts 

Jerre Nelson Fitts                                           Margaret, Jeff, and Nate Stein 

Mary Barr Humphrey                                                 The Humphrey Family 

Charles Long                                                   Margaret, Jeff and Nate Stein 

Ruth and Ken Meredith, Sr.                                    Donna and Ken Meredith 

Dr. Echo Moore                                                     Doug and Ann Humphrey 

David Rosdeutscher                                               The Rosdeutscher Family 

Sally Morgan Rosdeutscher                                   The Rosdeutscher Family 

Antonia Brooks Thomas                            Mr. and Mrs. James D. Harris, Jr. 

Grace Van Dyke                                                     Donna and Ken Meredith 

Samuel E. Walton, Jr.                                            Donna and Ken Meredith 

Carol Wedge                                                          Donna and Ken Meredith 

  

In Honoar Of:                                                                               Given By: 

The Church Staff                                                      Bob and Sandy Franklin 

Tom Moody                                                            Donna and Ken Meredith 

Laura Mullins                                                        Donna and Ken Meredith 

  

  
  



 

WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! For more information 

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please call 270-843-4707 or email our church office. 

–info@bgpres.org        www.bgpres.org 

 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for a presentation of last year’s Lessons and Carols service,  

to be streamed at 10:30pm Christmas Eve. 

 

Regular Worship will be livestreamed at 10:30am on Sunday morning,  

with a fellowship by Zoom at 9:30am. 

 

 
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Director of Christian Education 

Youth Ministry 

Financial Administrator 

Leslee Kirkconnell 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Dana Patterson 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Children’s Music Heather Kirkconnell 

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just 

go to the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be 

made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne 

Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church 

Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/

