
 

 
                                                                                                                                         

And so… we are aware that history is woven into God’s design, so that the seen event is a projection of the Unseen Intent.    
                               Hebrews 11:2 The Cotton Patch Gospel 

 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 
S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

August 9, 2020 
 

Mission Statement:  We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All. 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music  
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                     Chorale Prelude on a melody by Orlando Gibbons          Healey Willan 

Holy Ghost, with light divine, Shine upon this heart of mine; 

Chase the shades of night away, Turn the darkness into day.                         
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship                                                
We look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

Faith: the assurance of things hoped for, and the conviction of things not seen. 

By faith, our ancestors and parents received approval. 

Abel, and his sacrifice; Enoch, who pleased God; Noah, who respected God’s warning; 

Abraham and Sarah, as good as dead, who now have many descendants. 

All of these died in faith, only seeing the heavenly country from a distance. 

But Jesus has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

God prepares a place for the righteous. 

We look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

For assurance, for hope, for sight and insight, we look to Jesus. 

And Jesus will lead us into God’s presence.                            Adapted from Hebrews 11 and 12 

Hebrews 11 is 

called a “Roll Call 

of Faith’s Heroes 

and Heroines.” 

Who has been a 

hero for you? Can 

you thank God for 

them in your 

prayers? 

 



 
 

Hymn 850                          In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness         DIVINUM MYSTERIUM  
First and Last Verses 

In a deep, unbounded darkness long before the first light shone,  

you, O God, beyond all merit, worked a wonder faith makes known: 

in your mercy, in your mercy, you embraced us as your own. 

evermore and evermore. 
 

God of Hagar, God of Sarah, God of nomad Abraham; 

God of Miriam, God of Moses, Fiery Pillar, great I Am: 

lead us homeward, lead us homeward, to the love-feast of the Lamb, 

evermore and evermore. 
 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
 

O Lord, our faith is a great mystery, and we struggle. We confess that it is hard to be assured 
of our hopes, and harder still to believe in what we do not see. Forgive us for all the ways we 
misunderstand. Forgive us when we do not recognize your blessings.  
We pray for examples. Who has been like Abraham and Sarah to us? Who has been as wise as 
Moses, or as full of truth as the prophets?  
Remind us that Jesus Christ remains the pioneer and perfecter of faith. Teach us to look to 
him. May our trust grow and grow, looking to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we now pray. Amen. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  
 

Declaration of Good News (Responsive) 

  

Response Hymn 851              Come, Bring Your Burdens to God   
                                                      Sing Through Three Times      WOZA NOMTHWALO WAKHO 

 

Come, bring your burdens to God; come, bring your burdens to God. 

Come, bring your burdens to God, for Jesus will never say no. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ—at Home 

    The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination                             
 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                        Psalm 99 
Moses, Aaron, Samuel, and Others Have Cried to the Lord 

The LORD rules— the nations shake! The Lord sits enthroned on the winged heavenly creatures— 

the earth quakes! 

The LORD is great in Zion; exalted over all the nations. 

Let them thank your great and awesome name. He is holy! 

Holy. Yes. Holy. 

Strong king who loves justice, you are the one who established what is fair. You worked justice and 

righteousness in Jacob. 

Magnify the LORD, our God! Bow low at his footstool! He is holy! 

Holy. Yes. Holy. 
Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel too among those who called on his name. 

They cried out to the LORD, and he himself answered them— he spoke to them from a pillar of 

cloud. They kept the laws and the rules God gave to them. 

LORD our God, you answered them. To them you were a God who forgives but also the one who 

avenged their wrong deeds. 

Magnify the LORD our God! Bow low at his holy mountain because the LORD our God is holy! 

Holy. Yes. Holy. 
 

The basis for all sin 

is that our faith  

is weak. 

 

The majesty of 

God is seen in 

human experience. 

 



 

Anthem                                             Sing a Round of Praise                            Hal H. Hopson 
                                                             Collegiate Ensemble 

                         

Epistle Reading                                                                                              Hebrews 11:1-16   
What Is Faith? 

      Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by 

faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the 

word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.  

      By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s. Through this he received 

approval as righteous, God himself giving approval to his gifts; he died, but through his faith he still 

speaks.  

      By faith Enoch was taken so that he did not experience death; and “he was not found, because 

God had taken him.” For it was attested before he was taken away that “he had pleased God.” And 

without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach him must believe that he 

exists and that he rewards those who seek him.  

      By faith Noah, warned by God about events as yet unseen, respected the warning and built an ark 

to save his household; by this he condemned the world and became an heir to the righteousness that 

is in accordance with faith.  

      By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 

inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the 

land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 

heirs with him of the same promise.  For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God.  By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too 

old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 

Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the 

stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

      All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 

greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who 

speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the 

land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a 

better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, 

he has prepared a city for them. 

 

Sermon                                           Pep Talks in the Bible #5      
                                                   Letter Home to our Parents                     Matthew Covington        

Following the Sermon, There a Silent Reflection Time 

   

Responding to the Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
       I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.    Amen. 

             

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                 
 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Apostles’ 

Creed is renowned 

for its simplicity, 

and for its 

trinitarian form.  

Who is a faith hero  

to you?  



 

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 326                               For All the Saints                                     SINE NOMIN 
                                                                 First, Third, and Last Verses 

  

For all the saints who from their labors rest, who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

O blest communion, fellowship divine, we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,  

     through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude         O God, We Bear the Imprint of Your Face    Orlando Gibbons/R.V. Williams     
                          (1987 text/poem by Shirley Erena Murray)      
 

************************************************************************** 

                                           

 

 

         WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! For more information 

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email our church office. 

www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and 

Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

                          The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Autumn Stolle, soprano; DiDi Turley, alto; Sam Tuggle, tenor; Eric Bigler, bass 
 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, August 16:  Genesis 45:1–15; Psalm 133; Romans 11:1–2a, 29–32; Matthew15:[10–20]  

21–28. 
   

TODAY: 

ZOOM TOGETHER - if your group/committee/ministry needs to meet, we can set you up! Please call the office or email. 

Meetings cannot overlap, so calling/emailing ensures we can keep a good schedule.   
 

COMING UP: 

ROUND TABLE PULPIT is meeting via Zoom, each Monday at 5:00pm.  Contact the office for the information to log in.   
 

JOIN AS YOU ARE ABLE!  Karen Watson is leading a walking group at Griffin Park on Tuesdays, 8:15am weather 

permitting.  Devotion time and then walking.  Enter from Smallhouse Road and meet at the Amphitheater-you need a 

mask.  Wear comfortable clothes and walking shoes.  Text or email Karen to let her know you want to join this group.  Karen's 

phone number:  270-991-5673  or email address: mail@kgwatson.com  Even though the group will be meeting in person, 

physical distancing is still needed, so we can be safe together!   
 

JOIN GLENN KIRKCONNELL FOR VIDEO DISCUSSION.  Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm (6:30 to watch the video), 

Glenn is leading discussion on the Great Courses study The City of God, By St. Augustine.  Questions?  Email Leslee 

Kirkconnell.  
 

BEGINNING TOMORROW AUGUST 10 at 7pm, the book discussion (via Zoom) of White Fragility by Robin 

Diangelo.  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for more information.   
 

RALLY DAY IS AUGUST 23!  YES we are having Rally Day - virtually!  We will have a special video streaming prior to 

the worship service to tell you all the plans for the fall for CE.  Classes will be meeting, but via zoom, as we are not coming 

back into the building yet.  All ages.   
 

JOIN US AUGUST 25 for a zoom discussion of the documentary 13th on Netflix (and YouTube).  An in-depth and revealing 

look at our prison system and the toll it takes on people of color.  7:00pm - email Leslee for the link.  Please watch before we 

gather.  Part of Matthew 25.  
 

OTHER NEWS: 

MASKS are now required when out! We have folk in our congregation making cloth masks, so email us if you need one or 

more.   If you stop by the church office, a mask is required to enter.   
 

PIG PICKIN’   Due to the governor’s mandate on gatherings and the county’s current COVID situation, the church has decided 

(regretfully) to postpone the Pig Pickin’. We want everyone to be safe, and for everyone to be able to participate when we do 

offer the event. Please stay tuned for more information about a rescheduled a date in the fall. 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Jenni Meredith 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, August 9 
10:30 a.m.     Worship 

                             Livestream only 

   Monday, August 10 
5:00 p.m.    Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

7:00 p.m.     White Fragility book disc. 

Tuesday, August 11 
2:00 p.m.   Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, August 12 
         6:30 p.m.    City of God (Zoom) 
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