
                                                                                                             

                                                                                           

The mass of the rich and the poor are differentiated by their incomes and nothing else, and the 

average millionaire is only the average dishwasher dressed in a new suit. Change places, and 

handy dandy, which is the justice, which is the thief? Everyone who has mixed on equal terms 

with the poor knows this quite well. But the trouble is that intelligent, cultivated people, the 

very people who might be expected to have liberal opinions, never do mix with the poor. For 

what do the majority of educated people know about poverty?” 

― George Orwell, Down and Out in Paris and London 

 
                         

               S e rv i c e  fo r  t h e  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
                             August 30, 2020 

 

                               Gathering Around the Word 

 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                   “The Church” from a suite:  CATHEDRAL PIECES          Robert Powell 

                                Hymn quoted:  If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee 
 

We rise in spirit and in body 

Call to Worship                        

Leader:   Make love genuine, and hate what is evil;    

People:  Hold fast to what is good, love each other as brothers and sisters, show  

 The Lord honor, and never fade in zeal;  
Leader:  Be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord, rejoice in hope, be patient in difficult times,  

 rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep; 

People:  Live in harmony with one another, never be haughty, but associate with  

               the lowly, never being conceited; 
Leader:  Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all; 

People:  Live peaceably, never avenge yourself, feed the enemy, give him drink, overcome  

               evil with good.                                                                                           Romans 12:9-25 

 

Opening Hymn 750          Goodness is Stronger Than Evil        GOODNESS IS STRONGER 
           

Goodness is stronger than evil; Love is stronger than hate; 

Light is stronger than darkness; Life is stronger than death; 

Oh, victory is ours, victory is ours through God who loves us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Opening Hymn 

tune is by John 

Bell. The words are 

by Desmond Tutu. 

Knowing that the 

text arose from 

South Africa adds 

depth to the 

confident words. 

The hymn can also 

be read as a 

summary of 

Christian hope, 

born out of the 

death and 

resurrection of 

Jesus Christ.  

  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2374970


 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
God our redeemer, we confess that we have too often stopped short in the troubling work of 

hating evil. The word “hate” burns our tongues; we imagine that we are too well adjusted to 

hate anything. We need your forgiveness for the way we have so passively accepted, and 

kept silent about, and politely swallowed, evil.  

As we turn from our mistakes, O God, renew us in zeal for doing what is good. Teach us to 

live and love and trust and hope in your saving graciousness. 
 

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  
 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Gloria Patri 
 

Passing of the Peace 
God in Christ has commissioned us with the message of reconciliation. 

 

  All Sit  
A Time with Young Disciples:                                     

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Reading from the Psaltery  (responsive)                                                                 Psalm 105 

O give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name : tell among the peoples what things  

he has done. 
Sing to him, O sing praises : and be telling of all his marvelous works. 

Exult in his holy name : and let those that seek the Lord be joyful in heart. 

Seek the Lord and his strength : O seek his face continually. 

Call to mind what wonders he has done : his marvelous acts, and the judgments of his  

mouth, 

O seed of Abraham his servant : O children of Jacob his chosen one. 

Then Israel came into Egypt : and Jacob dwelt in the land of Ham. 

There the Lord made his people fruitful : too numerous for their enemies, 

Whose hearts he turned to hate his people :  and to deal deceitfully with his servants. 

Then he sent Moses his servant : And Aaron whom he had chosen; 

So that they might keep his statutes : and faithfully obey his laws. 

 

Anthem                                              The Gift of Love              Traditional American Melody 

                                                         Collegiate Ensemble                                  arr. Hal Hopson

  

Epistle Reading                                                                                                                              Romans 12:9-21 

 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with 

mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 

serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to 

the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless 

and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 

harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to 

be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble 

in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 

“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 

them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap 

burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

This Psalm recalls 

God’s rescue of the 

from slavery in 

Egypt. God’s 

works are good. By 

hating the Lord’s 

people and dealing 

deceitfully with 

them, the Pharaoh 

of Egypt became 

an enemy of God’s 

goodness.  

 



 

 

Sermon                                                 Reconciling Paul                         Matthew Covington 

 

Response Hymn 336                        We Gather Together                                      KREMSER   
                                                                First Verse Only  
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; he chastens and hastens his will to make known; 

the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 

 

Responding to the Word 
 All Stand 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                     A Declaration of Faith (9.3) 
 

We believe Christ gives us and demands of us personal lives that are centered in God  

and open to God's reality and rule.  

Christ teaches us to put obedience to God above the interests of self, family, race or nation; 

to offer God joyously our money, ability, and time. It is part of our discipline to observe a 

day of worship and rest, setting aside our own working to enjoy God's work, celebrating 

with sisters and brothers the Lord's goodness.  

We need constantly to search out God's way in Scripture, not expecting detailed directions 

for every decision, but relying on the Word to tell us who God is, to press God's present 

claim on us, and to assure us of God's grace and comfort.  

We are charged to pray for ourselves and others with gratitude, boldness, and persistence, 

confident that God hears and answers our prayers in ways best for us all. Life in God's 

presence issues in life for others, for if we do not love sisters and brothers whom we see, we 

cannot love God whom we do not see. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

               Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 316               Where Charity and Love Prevail                 TWENTYFOURTH 
 

 Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found; 

Brought here together by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound. 
 

Let us recall that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s holy son. 

As members of each body joined, in him we are made one. 
 

Let strife among us be unknown, let all contentions cease; 

Be God’s the glory that we seek, be his our only peace. 
 

Let us forgive each other’s faults as we our own confess; 

That we may love each other well in Christian gentleness. 
 

Love can exclude no race or creed, if honored be God’s name; 

Our common life embraces all whose Maker is the same. 
 

Benediction 

    

Postlude                                            Trumpet Tune                            Johann Helmich Roman                

************************************************************************** 
 
 
 
WELCOME VISITORS!  We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table 
on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always know that a cordial 
greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
                                                   

                                                                    

This hymn was 

written during 

Holland’s struggle 

for independence 

from Spain. The 

Netherlands was 

Protestant, Spain 

was a Catholic 

country.  

The closing hymn 

was written for          

a service of foot-

washing. It speaks 

of humble kindness 

as the place “where 

God is ever found.”  
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Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and 

Judy Whitson. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, August 30 

10:30 a.m.      Worship 

                               Livestream only 

   Monday, August 31 

5:00 p.m.     Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

7:00 p.m.      White Fragility Discussion (Zoom) 

Tuesday, September 1 

2:00 p.m.    Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.    Deacons (Zoom) 

   Wednesday, September 2 
         6:30 p.m.    City of God (Zoom) 

    Thursday, September 4 

    7:00 p.m.     Small Group Task Force (Zoom) 

    
    

   

 

 

 

    

    

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Autumn Stolle, soprano; DiDi Turley, alto; Sam Tuggle, tenor; Eric Bigler, bass 
 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, September 6:  Exodus 12:1–14; Psalm 149; Romans 13:8–14; Matthew 18:15–20. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Ray Elms and Sally Calkins.  Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
   

TODAY: 

JOIN A SMALL GROUP!  During our Rally Day video, you saw a variety of study options, including several small groups.  If 

you are interested, please contact the office!  Or you can contact Tim Leigh, Julia Roberts, Glenn Kirkconnell, or Karen 

Watson.  Other than the walking group, all are/will be virtual.     
 

WE'RE ZOOMIN'!  Need to gather with your group?  Contact the office to get your zoom link information - meetings cannot 

overlap, so please call to get on the schedule.  IF YOU NEED HELP GETTING STARTED WITH ZOOM let us know.   

 

BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER. If you have the printed reflection guide and want the next set (days 200-299) email Leslee and 

it will be mailed.  Join our Facebook Group to engage in conversation about the readings... (we are up to day 223 as of 

today).  And it's really never too late to join! 
 

ANTI-RACIST LEARNING visit our website page - click here - to learn more about structural racism.  As we delve more 

deeply into our Matthew 25 invitation, we will keep this page refreshed with new information.   
 

IT'S SEERSUCKER SUNDAY!  Of course we will need you to take that selfie and send to us so we can compile our 

picture.  It's been an interesting summer, and we will bid farewell in our usual style, just #healthyathome.  Send to Leslee or 

David, or post to our Facebook page! 
 

GODLY PLAY FOR CHILDREN began this morning, 9:30am with Mary Evans.  All children up to fifth grade are 

invited.  Email Mary for the Zoom link.   
 

COMING UP: 

ROUND TABLE PULPIT is meeting via Zoom, each Monday at 5:00pm.  Contact the office for the information to log in.   
 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION CLASS resumes NEXT Sunday via Zoom.  Contact Leslee with questions or for the 

link.  Everyone is welcome to join!  
 

OTHER NEWS: 

MASKS:  If you need one, contact the office - we have several folks making cloth ones. If you come to the church (or go out 

for any reason), you must be wearing a mask to enter.  
 

COME FOR EXERCISE AND FELLOWSHIP.  Karen Watson is leading a walking group at Griffin Park on Tuesday 

mornings, 8:15am weather permitting, for some devotion time and then walking.  Enter off Smallhouse Road and meet at the 

Amphitheater parking lot-you need a mask. Wear comfortable clothes and walking shoes.  Text or email Karen to let her know 

you want to join this group.  Karen's phone number:  270-991-5673   Karen's email address: mail@kgwatson.com. 
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