
                            

                                
 

 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

August 29, 2021 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Prayer   
 

Chiming the Hour 
 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                                                     Trumpet Tune                                 Antonio Vivaldi   

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
Yahweh, brilliant Lord, yours is a household name! 

Nursing infants gurgle choruses about you; toddlers shout songs. 

The skies you made are enormous, and I am so small, 

Why do you bother with what is so small? And yet, we’ve only narrowly missed being 

gods, bright with Eden’s light! 

You put us in charge of your handcrafted world, 

And created us in your own image. 

Yahweh, brilliant Lord, 

Your name echoes around the world.                                           From The Message, Psalm 8 
 

 

We celebrate the 

human creation, as 

God calls us to 

worship today. 

 

  

 

For Young 

Worshipers:  
The word 

Hospitality has the 

word Hospital in it. 

You may have been 

born in a hospital. 

Doctors and nurses 

and your mother 

gave you a good 

start. Who do you 

know who might 

need your help? Can 

you show them 

hospital-ity? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Hymn 25                          O Lord, Our God, How Excellent                  WINCHESTER OLD 
                                                            First, Second, and Fifth Verses 

 

 

O Lord, our God, how excellent, how glorious is your name. 

Your majesty surrounds the earth, and children sing your fame. 

 

The heavens shout your handiwork; we stand beneath in awe, 

to think the One who made all things should care for us at all. 

 

O Lord, our God, how excellent, how glorious is your name, 

majestic in your holiness. We sing and praise your fame. 
 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (unison) 

Loving God, we mourn for broken relationships. For unkind words said, for friendships 

forgotten, for hasty judgements made, for separations and segregations claimed, we beg 

your forgiveness. We have not been generous with affections. We have not loved one 

another. We have made our circles small. 

Show us a new way, O Lord. Open our hearts and hands to each other. Teach us to look 

for your divine spark in every human life. Help us celebrate your image in each other…  

that image in which we are all mysteriously and wonderfully made. (A silence is kept)  

By our repentance, bring us closer to each other and to you. It is in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Savior that we pray.  Amen. 

 

Response Hymn 695                   Change My Herat, O God               CHANGE MY HEART  
Refrain Only 

                                                                       

Change my heart, O God; make it ev-er truer. 

Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 

                                        

Declaration of Good News 

 

Passing of the Peace  

As comfortable, with words and gestures, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 
 

Time with Young Disciples        
 

Hearing the Word 

 

All sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Reading from First Covenant                                                                        Genesis 1:25-27                                                                                    

God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, after our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over all the earth.  

And God saw that it was good. 

So God created humans in God’s own image, in the image of God they were created; male 

and female, God created them. 

And God saw that it was good.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God will help us to 

become our best 

selves. Turning 

from old ways is 

the first step. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both the readings, 

from Genesis and 

from the eighth 

psalm, celebrate 

the creation of 

human beings and 

the expectations 

God has for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                          Psalm 8 
                                                                                                                                                                                 Psalms/Now 

O God, how full of wonder and splendor You are!  

I see the reflections of your beauty and hear the sounds of your majesty wherever I 

turn. Even the babbling of babes and the laughter of children spell out your name in 

indefinable syllables.  

When I gaze into star-studded skies and attempt to comprehend the vast differences,  

I contemplate in utter amazement my Creator’s concern for me. I am dumbfounded 

that you should care personally about me.  
And yet you have made me in your image.  

You have called me Your child.  
You have assigned to me the fantastic responsibility of carrying on Your creative activity.  

O God, how full of wonder and splendor You are! 
 

Anthem                             I Give You a New Commandment                                 Peter Aston                             
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                            Matthew 25:34-40 
The king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 

and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 

hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we 

saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that 

we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 

just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my brothers and sisters, you 

did it to me.’ 

 

Sermon                                 Radical Hospitality                         Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn                               Jesus, Be With Us                                   MATTHEW 25 
                                                                               All Verses 

Refrain 

Jesus, be with us. Help us each day to follow the gospel and live as we pray. 

Send us Spirit and show us your way.  Jesus be with us today. 
 

Where there is hunger and thirst in the land, shatter the systems of greed.  

Jesus, be with us; make use of our hands. Lift up your people in need.  Refrain 
 

Where there is hatred because of our skin, break down the walls of our fear. 

Jesus, be with us to save us from sin. In your great love, draw us near.  Refrain 
 

Where there are valleys of bones, dry as dust, build up the body of Christ.  

Jesus, be with us, to help us to trust. Teach us a new way of life.  Refrain 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                                       The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his 

only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended in to hell;  

the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Our church has 

joined of the 

Presbyterian 

churches in 

becoming “Matthew 

25 Churches.” Our 

mission and ministry 

are guided by Jesus’ 

words, “…just as 

you did it to one of 

the least of these… 

you did it to me.” 

 

 

 

 

 

This hymn was 

written for the  

Presbyterian Church 

(USA) Matthew 25 

emphasis.  



 

 

All Sit 

Prayers of the People  
     

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 302          When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace         O WALY WALY 
                                                              First and Last Verses 

When hands reach out and fingers trace the beauty of a loved one's face, 

we thank you, God, that love relies on gifts of grace not seen with eyes. 
 

Your Spirit gives us differing ways to serve you well and offer praise. 

When all are joined as one, we'll be your able, strong community. 
 

Benediction 
                      
Postlude                                               Voluntary VII                                            John Stanley              

************************************************************************** 

                                           

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! For more information 

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Kathleen 

Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Kathy Higgins, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine 

Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Announcements 
 

 

USHERS:  The Thomison Family  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

LAY READER: David Muffett 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, September 5:  Proverbs 22:1–2, 8–9, 22–23; Psalm 125; James 2:1–10 (11–13) 14–17; 

Mark 7:24–37. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Annette Parkerson and Judy Whitson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
  

TODAY: 

8 HABITS OF EVANGELISM - today begins a preaching series focused on the 8 Habits of Evangelism.  While we have 

plans for a class on these, we are postponing that for now, until conditions are safer for us to gather around a meal and study 

together.  Evangelism is vital and it does not need to be scary!  As we hear about Radical Welcome, Sacraments, Worship, 

Prayer, Teaching, Fellowship, Justice and Generosity, let us begin to practice these habits so others can know the good news 

of Jesus and experience God's love through us!   
 

SEERSUCKER SUNDAY!  Today we will bid summer an informal 'bye-bye' with our annual seersucker day.  Join us outside 

on the steps for a quick picture.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMED FOR ALL AGES!   
 

GODLY PLAY (Kindergarten-5th Grade) heard about the Holy Family in Luke 2 and Matthew 2.  Families are encouraged 

to read the scriptures together at home - talk about what God may be leading you to learn and do.     
 

THREE CENTS A MEAL will be collected this morning. $8.10 is the individual contribution for a quarter (we collect at 

every fifth Sunday, approximately once per quarter), but we gratefully accept all donations.  One third goes to support our Food 

Pantry, and the remainder helps the Presbyterian Hunger Program address the root causes of hunger in local communities. 

PLEASE PUT YOUR OFFERING IN ONE OF THE BUCKETS ON THE CHANCEL STEPS!   
 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP:  while we desire the ability to come together to enjoy coffee, we are waiting to restart until things 

are calmer with the virus.  Fellowship is always appropriate, but we must be masked for now to maintain a safe environment 

for all. 
 

COMING UP: 

CHANCEL CHOIR   New Chancel Choir start-up date: September 8th (5:00pm).  New choir members are always welcomed. 

Please contact Wayne Pope if you are interested. wayne.pope@wku.edu 
 

HABITAT/LIVING WATERS FUNDRAISER:  we WILL be holding our annual fundraiser, but it will be different.  Stay 

tuned for details.  Birdhouses and desserts (and perhaps a surprise or two or three).   

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                              Tim Leigh 

 

Calendar 
 

Sunday, August 29 
9:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.      Worship     

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group kickoff 

   Monday, August 30 

5:00 p.m.    Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

   Tuesday, August 31 
    9:30 a.m.     Chair Yoga (F. Hall) 

        11:00 a.m.  Special Care 

    2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 
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TIME TO ORDER COFFEE!  Doug Humphrey will be taking coffee and tea orders for Equal Exchange until September 

12.  An order sheet will be posted to the website, but if you want something else they sell, you can order that (must be by case 

lots - get together with friends to order a case of coffee- 6 bags per case).  www.equalexchange.coop  
 

OTHER NEWS: 

CHAIR YOGA continues.  Trudy Burkeen will lead, and provide a devotional to grow your faith as you gently stretch your 

body.  9:30am in Fellowship Hall.  Masks required.  Class will meet every Tuesday, unless noted (check 

website/bulletin/Facebook).  Everyone is welcome. A $5 donation is suggested.   
 

MASKS please, as we follow the CDC recommendations.  This is for the protection of our children, who cannot yet be 

vaccinated, but also for those who have other health concerns.  Let us show our love and concern by wearing a mask inside the 

building at all times.  Masks are always available in the 10th Ave Lobby.  To continue to have safe gatherings inside, wear a 

mask. We want to be able to stay open for faith formation and other activities!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

We express sympathy to the family and friends of church member Kenneth Royse, 

who died August 25, 2021. We also extend our sympathy to the family and friends of 

James (Jim) Stickles, who died August 26, 2021. 

http://www.equalexchange.coop/

