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S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

August 28, 2022 
 
 

Gathering Around the Word 

 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                             Lord, How Fair and Pleasant Art Thou                     Marcel Dupre                                          

 
All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

The angel of the Lord appears! Like a flame, burning! 
It burns, but it does not consume us. We are burning, but we are flourishing! 
In the ancient story, Moses turned aside to see this great sight. 
And so do we, turn from other things to see the Lord, and to worship. 

           Here I am, Lord!  

               And the ground where we stand is holy.                                                Based on Exodus 3:2-5 

 

Opening Hymn 406                 We Are Standing on Holy Ground                HOLY GROUND 
 

We are standing on holy ground, and I know there are angels all around; 

Let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground. 
 

Call to Confession  
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (Unison) 

Merciful God, we appeal to you to set us right again. We have not been at our best. But you 

can correct us; and you can redirect us. We pray for your forgiveness. We ask you to fill us 

with your goodness. We want what we cannot grasp for ourselves, but what we know you can 

give us. In Jesus Christ, give us renewal and peace. 
A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

Hymn                                                                                                                             KYRIE 
                                Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us. 

                   Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

For young 

worshipers:  

Sometimes 

performers say,  

“I’m on fire!”  

or, “I’m hot!”  

Burning with an 

idea or burning  

with love is also  

a good kind of 

burning. 

Do you remember 

the story of Moses 

meeting God in a 

burning bush? What 

kind of burning was 

that? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Many Presbyterian 

symbols from 

around the world 

include the motto: 

“Burning but 

flourishing,”  

or “It was not 

consumed.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Comfort and 

resounding joy 

because God is with 

us. 

 

 

 

 

By confessing 

what has kept us 

from God, we open 

the way to move 

closer to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Declaration of Good News  
 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Reading from the First Covenant (Congregational Responses in bold)                    Exodus 3:1-6 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his 

flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb. Which is called the Mountain of 

God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he 

looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.  Burning, but flourishing! It 

was not consumed! Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight and see why 

the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God 

called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, 

“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 

standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was 

afraid to look at God. 
 

Anthem                                 Now Sing Before the Lord          W. A. Mozart/arr. D. E. Wagner                          
 

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                            Luke 14:1, 7-11 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a 

meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. When he noticed how the guests 

chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a 

wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 

than you has been invited by your host, and the host who invited both of you may come and 

say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the 

lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when 

your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in 

the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 
All Sit 

Sermon                                          Lessons in Humility                           Matthew Covington 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand  

Response Hymn 282                 Come Down, O Love Divine                    DOWN AMPNEY  
First and Last Verses 

 

Come down, O Love divine; seek thou this soul of mine,  

and visit it with your own ardor glowing.  

O Comforter, draw near; within my heart appear,  

and kindle it, your holy flame bestowing.  
 

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,  

shall far outpass the power of human telling.  

For none can guess its grace, till Love creates a place  

wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 

 

Moses is both 

connected to his 

heritage (his 

father-in-law) 

and to something 

new here. 

See what 

happens? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus teaches 

about humility. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son Our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He 

descended into Hell. The third day, He rose again from the dead; he ascended into 

Heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy 

catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection  

of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

All Sit 

Offering 

 

Offertory                                  CHRISTE                      from a Mass setting by Andre Raison    

                          

Doxology                                                                                                        Hymnal page 592 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World  
 

Closing Hymn 545                Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace                     LAND OF REST 
 

Lord, bid your servant go in peace; your word is now fulfilled. 

These eyes have seen salvation's dawn, this child so long foretold. 
 

This is the Savior of the world, the Gentiles' promised light,  

God's glory dwelling in our midst, the joy of Israel. 

 

Benediction  
 

Postlude                                 Rejoice, the Lord Is King                                   Raymond Haan                                   

************************************************************************** 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

This hymn 

captures a sense 

of wonder at 

having seen God’s 

presence, indeed: 

A light to the 

nations, and the 

glory of God’s 

people. 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

 

                          The Presbyterian Church Staff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, 

Fred Trickey 

 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, August 28 

      8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group  

    Monday, August 29  
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

    Tuesday, August 30 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

    Wednesday, August 31 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

    Thursday, September 1    
         6:00 p.m.       Community Ed. class 

         7:00 p.m.       Neighborhood Group 

    Friday, September 2 
         7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 

 

 

   

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

USHERS: The Polen and Thomison families 

LAY READER:  Julia Roberts 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 
 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY September 4:  Jeremiah 18:1–11; Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18; Philemon 1–21; Luke 14:25–33. 
  
THANK YOU to Kenny Crocker, who served as acolyte last Sunday. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Susan Thomison and Teri Polen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY:  

LUNCH GATHERING & INVITATION  Cecelia Memorial Presbyterian Church will be having a fellowship and 

lunch/gathering after church this Sunday, August 28, 2022.  Our congregation has been invited to attend. There is no need to 

bring anything unless a person wishes to do so. (The address is 716 College Street.) 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES HAVE RESUMED at 9:00am.  Class offerings will include: 

Coffee and Conversation Class – will be reading Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life by  

Tish Harrison Warren. 

The Chosen - this Sunday School class continues in our Fellowship Hall at 9-10:15am.   

Coming soon: The Floyd Hays Ellis Class has a new class at Cecelia Memorial Church, using The Present Word  

curriculum (which the Ellis Class had been previously using). Class at 9:00am, start date tba. 

Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

Preschool and Children’s classes - downstairs 
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now is an especially good time as we rally 

back together for the new church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small Groups and look forward to having 

more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out (Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier,                   

or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
 

COMING UP:  

THE CHOSEN upcoming on September 4:  Episode 8, Season 2, Beyond Mountains. While Jesus and Matthew prepare the 

content of the big sermon, the disciples spread the word while fighting amongst themselves. A high-ranking Sanhedrin member 

is shocked by Shmuel’s reports on Jesus. Thousands arrive for the sermon, including familiar faces. 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR invites you to join! We rehearse on Wednesdays from 5-6 pm, and gather at 10:00 on Sundays to 

sing through the hymns and the anthem for that day. One does not have to be a music reader to participate. We have plenty of 

readers so it’s easy to join in. You don’t have to sound like a soloist. Part of the beauty of a choir is the various timbres coming 

together to create a choir. We keep track of when folks need to be away from rehearsal and/or Sunday worship and plan our 

anthems accordingly. This is a fun and loving group who prays and enjoys being together. A special treat is welcoming and 

getting to know our Collegiate Ensemble members. If you have questions just talk to Wayne or call/text him at 270-991-8761 

or any Chancel Choir member. Come and be a part!    
 

 

 



 

 

HOTEL, INC is holding its annual Farm to Table Dinner on September 10 at 6:00 p.m.  The dinner will be held at the new 

and beautiful Tayvin Gardens in Smiths Grove.  Chef Brittany Vincent is preparing a delicious four course KY. Proud 

dinner.  For more information contact hotelincbg.com/dinner. 
 

INTRODUCING Emily Chambers, Children’s Music Director: A Senior Music Education major at Western Kentucky 

University, Emily Chambers is from Leitchfield, Kentucky. Emily teaches violin in the WKU Pre-college Strings Program. 

This fall she will be teaching the Early Childhood Music Classes for them as well. She performs in The Symphony at WKU, 

played violin in the pit orchestra for the WKU production of Little Women and recently organized a string quartet which 

provided music for the Fairy Garden Tour & Tea at the Ruth Rabold home. Emily also serves as The Symphony’s librarian. 

We welcome Emily today and appreciate her for the sharing her talents and skills with us and our children. Children’s Music 

will begin meeting on September 4th at 10:00am. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  Cheryl will be away on vacation the week of September 19-23, and we are seeking 

volunteers to help in the office with greeting folks and answering the phone. If you’d like to help for part of a day, please call 

the church office at 270-843-4707, or email us at info@bgpres.org.  Thank you! 
 

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT An unusual and exciting exhibit of Andee Rudloff’s doodles and sketches hangs in Fellowship 

Hall. Andee’s reputation for whimsical murals is remarkably evident on walls of schools and buildings in Kentucky and 

Tennessee, especially in our immediate area and Nashville—and notably here in the children’s hallway of The Presbyterian 

church.  Her art work employs community cooperation with others painting the shapes she draws.  Her art minions have 

included school children, members of community groups, and other artists.   
 

WE ARE IN SEARCH OF LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing 

to serve on one Sunday, please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior 

to the date. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader   Thank you to all who have signed up to read. 

 

 
 

 

  

 

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of church member Catherine Lowe, who 

died August 25, 2022. 

http://hotelincbg.com/dinner
mailto:info@bgpres.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

