
       

                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you keep silence at such a time, relief and deliverance will rise for our people from 

another quarter… who knows but that you have come to the kingdom for such a time 

as this?                                                                                                        Esther 4:14 
 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

August 11, 2019 

                                Annual Picnic and Montreat Youth Sunday 
 

Gathering Around the Word 

 

Welcome               

 

Singing Our Faith Together (See Song Sheet) 

For Such A Time As This  

Lord of the Dance 

You Shall Go Out With Joy 

Let Justice Flow Down 

 
All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

God gives us the permission and courage to say, “yes” and “no.” Say it with me: 

Often, Yes! But sometimes, No! 
To all that hurts, harms, or destroys:                                                                                           

No!                                                                                                                                          
But when we see opportunities to act on our faith, and speak out of conviction:                                       

Yes!                                                                                                                                    
Wherever fear is greater than hope:                                                                                           

No!                                                                                                                                             
But where there is a chance to live, love, trust, and serve:                                                            

Yes! 

Opening Hymn                            Come All You People (3x)                              UYAI MOSE 

Come all you people, come and praise your maker; 

Come all you people, come and praise your maker; 

Come all you people, come and praise your maker; 

Come now and worship the Lord.  

The Montreat 

Middle School 

Conference 

@Maryville 

College was held 

July 17-21, 2019. 

The retreat theme 

encouraged our 

young people to 

know themselves 

and trust 

themselves in 

opportunities for 

leadership. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This call to worship 

reflects the theme 

of the Middle 

School Conference. 

God gives us the 

strength and 

courage to speak 

up, and to offer our 

best in worship. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Call to Confession  
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (Unison) 

Creator God, you call us by name, but we turn away. You call us beloved, but we don’t 

believe. We are each created uniquely in your image, yet we distort that image. Forgive us, 

we pray. We confess that we are sometimes afraid. Afraid to use our voice to say, “no!” 

Afraid to stand up and speak out against all that harms the world and your beloved 

creation. Give us courage. Grant us strength. Help us to say NO!  Holy God, we confess 

that we hesitate. We hesitate to speak truth and stand up for justice. Help us to say yes to 

you, as you fill the earth with light and life. Make our holy YES a form of worship. This  

we pray through Christ Our Lord, Amen.  
 A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

Hymn 572                                                                                                                      KYRIE 
                                Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us. 

                   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Response                Glory To God       GLORY TO GOD (Vasile) 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me 

And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end Amen. 

World without end, without end Amen. 

World without end, without end Amen.  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  
 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 

Hearing the Word 
All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Old Testament Reading 
In the days of Ahasuerus, who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces, a Jew named 

Mordecai brought up his cousin, Hadassah, also called Esther. Esther was taken into the king’s 

palace, and she pleased him. The king set the royal crown on her head and made her queen. But 

Esther had not made known her people or her kindred, for Mordecai charged her not to make her 

it known that she was a Jew. After these things, it was reported to the King, “There are certain 

people scattered abroad and dispersed among all the peoples of your provinces; their laws are 

different from those of other people; it does not profit the King to tolerate them.” Mordecai told 

Esther, “Think not that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. For 

if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from 

another quarter, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether or not you 

have come to the kingdom fir such a time as this?” 
 

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                Matthew 5:37  
Let what you say be simply “Yes” or “No”; everything more than this comes from evil. 
 

All Sit 

Sermon                                                   Yes and No                                  Matthew Covington 

Reflections from Montreat 
 

By confessing 

what has kept us 

from God, we 

open the way to 

move closer to 

God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The biblical story 

of Esther is yet 

another story of 

God’s deliverance 

of God’s people. 

God saves us, but 

God employs 

human agency to 

accomplish the 

divine purpose. 

Esther was 

(perhaps) an 

unlikely hero, but 

she was willing to 

take risks and 

speak up when her 

voice was needed. 

 

 

 

The Gospel 

Reading is one of 

Jesus’ sayings 

from the Sermon 

on the Mount. It 

speaks to 

integrity, honesty, 

and being true to 

one’s own words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand  

Response Hymn                           For Such a Time as This  
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                            From: The Barmen Declaration 

God has entrusted us with the message of reconciliation through Jesus Christ. Thank 

you, God, for this wonderful gift! We are the salt of the earth and the light of the world. 

Thank you, God, for this wonderful gift! We are blessed because we are peacemakers. 

Thank you, God, for this wonderful gift! We proclaim and enjoy the new heaven and 

the new earth. Thank you, God, for this wonderful gift! Sin and death are conquered! 

Thank you, God, for this wonderful gift! Hatred, bitterness, and enmity have no place 

here! Thank you, God, for this wonderful gift! Through our obedience, God is making 

the new creation! Thank you, God, for this wonderful gift! We will not allow racial 

separation to hinder God's will. No, we will not! We will confess our nation's history of 

hatred and alienation. Yes, we will! We will not stand silent when anyone claims that 

God desires separation. No, we will not! We will own God's call to be a force for 

reconciliation. Yes, we will! We will not allow prejudice and fear to get in the way of 

hearing and living the gospel. No, we will not! We will engage in disciplines to confront 

our selfishness and unbelief. Yes, we will! We will not pass along our racism and 

prejudice to our children. No, we will not! For God has entrusted us with the message of 

reconciliation through Jesus Christ. Thank you, God, for this wonderful gift!  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

All Sit 

Offering 
 

Offertory                                                     
                                   

Doxology                                                                                                         
 

Prayer of Dedication 

  

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn                       All Glory Be to Christ  (See Song Sheet) 
 

Benediction 

You have been created, called, and claimed as a beloved child of God. 

You have come together, encouraging and challenging each other in community. 

You have shared your thoughts and imagined a better world. 

And now, it is time to go back into the world; 

Leave here, confident in who you are and whose you are, 

Knowing that you are not alone and that you have something to offer, 

Trusting the Spirit to guide you to know when to say no and when to say yes, 

And believing that, with God’s help, incredible things are possible. 

Go in Christ’s name, to be a disciple in this world, 

Not just in some far-off future, but in the here and now. 
 

Postlude                                           

************************************************************************* 

This adaptation of 

The Declaration of 

Barmen, by Robert 

Jensen, was used 

at the Middle 

School Conference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buck in a Basket 

for August will 

help to support our 

Room in the Inn 

pantry. 

 



 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
                   270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 
WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex 

or on the table on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find 

them. Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Dana Patterson 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt Hunt, Mike 

Kanan, John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David Thomison. Our church Deacons: 

Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, 

Tom MacMillin, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, and Debbie Trickey. 

 

 

Calendar 
 

     Sunday, August 11 

  10:00 a.m. Pig Pickin’ & Worship 

Monday, August 12 
9:00 a.m.  PLC classes begin 

5:00 p.m.  Round Table Pulpit  

Tuesday, August 13 
11:00 a.m. Special Care 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Sunny 16 Camera Club 

7:00 p.m.  Evening Circle 

 Wednesday, August 14 

  7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir 

 Friday, August 16 
  7:00 p.m.  Concerts in the Park 

 Saturday, August 17 

      Saturday Meals 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
      

 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to            

the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right..  

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ online-donations/ 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Franklin, Howard, and Hulan families 

LAY READERS:  Our Youth  

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com               
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, August 18:  Isaiah 5:1–7; Psalm 80:1–2, 8–19; Hebrews 11:29—12:2; Luke 12:49–56. 
 

TODAY 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE OUR YOUTH and their recent experience at the Montreat Middle School Conference.  On 

Wednesday July 17, Sara Parkerson, Laura Parkerson, Claire Ellington, David Clarke and Leslee Kirkconnell left for Maryville 

College, Maryville, TN, for a four day adventure.  Today we will share our experiences with you.  THANK YOU for your 

continued support of our youth!  (Next year we anticipate taking a high school group in June (possibly June 13-20, and Middle 

School July 15-19).   

 
OUR WORSHIP SERVICE TODAY represents just a taste of what was experienced at the Middle School Conference.  The 

music, some of the liturgy and our special prayer strips are all from our time at Maryville College.  Those of us who attended pray 

they may bless you as we were so richly blessed during this year’s conference   

 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Jean Harris. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  843-4707. 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for August will help us restock our pantry for Room in the Inn (begins in November!).  Thank you for  

your generosity.   
 

SUMMER ALL TOGETHER CONTINUES each Sunday 9:15-10:15 in Fellowship Hall.  On August 18 we will learn more 

about some of the beautiful handmade items that are part of our building.  And on August 25, we will be creating a Time 

Capsule to leave for the future!  Don't miss these special Sundays.   
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL needs help with morning hospitality.  Please consider bringing one or two items for 

breakfast:  sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast1  
 

HERE'S AN ALTERNATIVE WAY TO HELP US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS!  Bring us one or two items to create a 

breakfast casserole.  The casseroles will be made and available for our fellowship on Sundays.  We are seeing a number of 

homeless friends and we want to provide abundant hospitality, including hot food.  You may leave in the fridge during the 

week -PLEASE LABEL 'FOR CASSEROLE.'  1 pound bulk breakfast sausage (hot ideal, mild ok); 1 gallon whole milk, 16 

oz shredded sharp cheddar, 1 loaf bread (visit the bargain rack at Kroger - any of those are great); 1 dozen eggs. Thank you for 

your help!   

 
COMING UP SOON:   
CHANCEL CHOIR:  The Chancel Choir will resume regular Wednesday rehearsals after Pig Pickin’.  Our first rehearsal will 

be August 14 at 7pm.  If you are interested in joining the Chancel Choir please contact Wayne Pope at 270-991-8761 or speak 

to him or any Chancel Choir member. 
 

SATURDAY MEALS RETURNS AUGUST 17.  Help is needed with preparation and delivery.  Judy Clark is seeking folks 

to help with packing meals (arrive at St. Joseph's by 6:30am) and others to deliver (arrive by 8:30am). Email 

judy068clark@outlook.com.   
 

OUR YOUTH KICK OFF will be August 25th at Larry Warden’s house (1310 Chestnut Street). This is an event for the whole 

family (at least one parent must come) to attend. Please sign up for our meal: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/ 

70A0F4EA5A729A5F58-youth1 (Main dish and dessert provided) 

 

THE SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will return September 8th. It will run weekly from 5-7pm; if you have any youth 

from 6th grade upwards send them along for some food fun and bible study. A copy of the calendar with all the dates can be 

obtained from David Clarke.  Also--if you are interested in providing and joining our youth for dinner on Sunday nights you 

can sign up at this link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4EA5A729A5F58-youth  Staying to eat with the youth group 

is encouraged and is a great chance to get to know the amazing students that attend. 
 
 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast1
mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/%2070A0F4EA5A729A5F58-youth1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/%2070A0F4EA5A729A5F58-youth1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4EA5A729A5F58-youth


 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MARKET PLANNING TEAM will meet Sunday August 18 following worship.  Lunch provided.   
 

SEERSUCKER SUNDAY IS AUGUST 25.  Wear your favorite seersucker as we bid a fond 'farewell' to summer (even 

though there's nothing 'official' about our day).  We'll gather in Fellowship Hall for a picture and fellowship.   

 

MONTREAT IN THE FALL!  Sunday September 29-Friday October 4.  Fall Craft Week is going on or you can come just 

relax in the beauty of western North Carolina.  We have a house rented and space for you!  If you wish to register for the 

conference, do so NOW as the price goes up August 18. https://montreat.org/events/fall-craft-week See Leslee Kirkconnell 

with questions.  We will split the cost of food and housing.   
 

OTHER NEWS:  
T-SHIRTS  We have the following t-shirts available to purchase:  short sleeve size L (1), long sleeve size M (1), long sleeve 

size L (3), and long sleeve size XL (2).  Margaret Stein will place one final order for additional shirts on August 25; contact 

her or the front office. Margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com or 270-779-2579.  
 

BRUSH AND LENS, an exhibit of members, opened July 19 in our church gallery, Fellowship Hall. Artists include Shannon 

Dyche, Myra Dwyer, Doug Humphrey, Linda Leigh, Tim Leigh, Alan Reeves, Sheila Backfisch Reeves, Bud Schlinker, Diane 

Simmons, Gail Smrtic, Peg Truman, and Mark Hendershot with Peg Truman. 
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER:  The PLC is currently taking registrations for Fall enrollment.  We have openings in 

the 2’s classes; Mon/Wed 9-12 OR Tues/Thurs 9-1:30.  One class choice is available for 3 year olds; Tues/Thurs 9-1:30.  And 

we have openings in either Mon/ Wed OR Tues/Thurs classes (both meeting 9-:130) for 4 year olds. The PLC has a well known 

program with success in preparing children for the next level, with an emphasis on Kindergarten readiness.  Please tell your 

friends and family about our wonderful program.  Visit the church office to pick up a packet or email Dana Patterson, the 

director, at plcdirector@bgpres.org for more. 
  

THERE ARE WAYS TO HELP CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE without being a foster parent. Simply donating a suitcase 

or duffel bag is donating the opportunity for a foster child to maintain their dignity as a person.  Many foster parents use trash 

bags to put child's belongings in, this symbolism is damaging.  They have very little time and are literally packing their lives 

in trash bags. Our local center is in need. If you could clean out an attic, garage or closet to help please let me know – email 

shannonlilgirl@gmail.com, I will gather these and take them.  Or take to the address listed. Please and thank you! 1143 Fairway 

St. Ste. 103, Bowling Green, KY 42103, 270-331-0688 (call/text), sewellv@safy.org    
 

OFFICER NOMINATION FORMS are available in the church office. Nominations for new officers for our next term will 

need to be turned in by August 26th. 

 

 

https://montreat.org/events/fall-craft-week
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