
 
 

The Beginning of the Season of Lent 

 

February 17, 2021 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Prelude                                                      Soliloquy                                  Douglas E. Wagner  
             Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts.  Psalm 139:23              

    
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship                                                                                                    

As far as the heavens are above the earth, so great is God’s steadfast love toward those who 

are awed and amazed by God’s greatness. For he knows how we were made; he remembers 

that we are dust.   PSALM 103:11-14 

                                                                                                                                                                    

Opening Prayer (unison)  

Gracious God, by giving us life, by breathing hope and vitality into merest dust, you 

awe and amaze us.  Let us worship you in this hour. May the thought of ashes marked 

on our brows remind us of the watermark of baptism. In humility, may we understand 

that we are wholly yours, needing your tender mercies always; in Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Reflection 

 

Hymn 166                          Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days                ST. FLAVIAN 
                                     First Verse Only 

 Lord who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray,  

teach us with you to mourn our sins and close by you to stay. 

 

              Call to Confession 

         God desires truth in the inward being and receives broken spirits and contrite hearts. Seeking  

  God’s abundant mercy, let us confess our sins. 

 

 Prayer of Confession (unison)                                                       Drawn from Psalm 51:1-12 
  

Have mercy, O God, according to your steadfast love! According to your abundant 

mercy blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly, and cleanse us from our sin! 

Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not 

away. Take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore in us the joy of salvation and uphold 

us with a willing spirit. We pray these things in the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

God’s kindness  

to us is that of  

a parent and  

a creator. God’s 

greatness is 

compared to our 

frail mortality. 

The liturgical 

season of Lent 

begins with Ash 

Wednesday.  

Lent makes 

preparation for 

Easter. The 

resurrection of 

Christ on Easter 

declares God’s 

victory over evil, 

and over the  

“wages of sin” 

which is death. 

In preparation for 

the Easter miracle 

of God’s mercy, we 

receive ashes, a 

symbol of humble 

repentance.  



 

 
 

 

The Word 
All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Reading from Genesis (Responsive)                                                               Genesis 3:17-21 
 

Temptation Concludes with Punishment and Grace 

And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of 

the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’  

I commanded you, you shall not eat from it!  

Cursed is the ground because of you; Cursed be the soil on your account!  

In toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; with painstaking labor shall you eat from it. 

Thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; thorn and sting-shrub, and you shall eat the 

plants of the field.  

By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, until you return to 

the soil, for out of it you were taken.  

Out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” You are not like God.  

You are dust. 

The man named his wife Eve,  

He called his wife’s name: Life-giver, because she was the mother of all living things.   

And the LORD God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them. 
                                              A Silence is Observed for Private Confession 

 

Response to the Reading 

Cry, and the Lord will answer. 

Call out, and God will say, “I am here!” 

If you remove the yoke, the clenched fist, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil;  

if you offer food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, your light will rise  

in the darkness. 

Make our gloom like noonday, Lord! 

Cry, and the Lord will answer. 

Call out, and God will say, “I am here!”                                                               Isaiah 58:9-10 
 

Declaration of Good News 

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ, we are forgiven.                                                                                              Psalm 103 

                              

A Reading from Psalms and the Prophets                               Psalm 51:10, 17; Joel 2:1, 13 

Create in me a new heart, O God, and put a right spirit within me… The sacrifice acceptable 

to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart…  

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm… for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near… 

Return to the Lord, your God, for God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 

in steadfast love. 
 

Anthem                           Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days             

                                                                                          TURTLE DOVE/arr. Richard Shephard                           

 

Meditation                                  Remember: You Are Dust!                     Matthew Covington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Tell your sins, 

that you may 

efface them! If 

you blush to tell 

another what sins 

you have 

committed, tell 

them daily in your 

soul. I say not, tell 

them to your 

fellow-servant 

who may upbraid 

you, but tell them 

to God who cures 

them. Confess 

your sins upon 

your bed, that 

your conscience 

may there daily 

recognize its 

iniquities." 

--Attributed to 

Chrysostom 5th 

century B.C.E. 

 



 

 

Responding to the Word 

The Imposition of Ashes 
 

You may want to mark the sign of the cross on your own head, and on your children’s heads.  

Using water, olive oil, or something similar will enhance the experience. 

 

Spoken As You Mark Your Head: Remember you are dust, 

Response: And to dust we shall return. 

 

Prayer During Imposition of Ashes 

 
All Stand 

Response Hymn 366                  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                     HYFRYDOL  
                                                                                 Verses 1 and 2 only 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 
 

Breathe, O breathe, thy loving spirit into every troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit; let us find the promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

All Sit                                                                  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sending 
 

All Stand 

Closing Hymn 109                      Blest Be the God of Israel                        MERLE’S TUNE 
First and Last Verses 

 

Blest be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free; 

who visits and redeems us, who grants us liberty. 

The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; 

God shall fulfill that promise and bring the people peace. 

 

God from the house of David a child of grace has given; 

a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heaven. 

Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, 

the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                             Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                                      REST                                     

*********************************************************************************                    
 

 

WELCOME VIRTUAL VISITORS! Even though we continue to worship by live-stream, 
we are glad you are with us!  We welcome your questions about our church – info@bgpres.org. 
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The Presbyterian Church Staff 
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