
                    

                    
 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

April 5, 2020 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome     

 

Prelude                                              Trumpet Tune                                      David N. Johnson 
 

Choral Introit         Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord from Godspell            Stephen Schwarz 

                                                      Collegiate Ensemble 

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
So much happened this week we call Holy. 

There was the palm-strewn road twisting through the cheering crowd; the uproar in the Temple 

as the tables were overturned, 

The hands breaking the bread, the hands receiving the broken bread, the hands giving and 

receiving thirty silver coins, 

The patterns made by the shadows of olive trees on the ground of the moonlit garden, 

The flash of swords, the closing circle of armed men, 

The firelight in the dark courtyard, the crowing of a cock, 

The roaring of the crowd, the choice of Barabbas, Pilate washing his hands, the hiss of the whip 

through the air, 

The clanging of hammers, the searing pain, the emptiness, the loneliness, the darkness, 

The whole world staggering and reeling, the strange triumphant cry, 

The departure of the sightseers, the scoffers, the soldiers, 

Three empty crosses left standing in silence— 

And it was all for us! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest! 

                                         
                                    Call to Confession 

 

 

 

This Call to 

Worship was 

written by  

Dr. Jac C. Ruffin, 

when he was a 

pastor at Memorial 

Drive Presbyterian 

Church. 

 

 



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

Loving God, we greet you as the crowds once greeted Jesus! You are our Lord! But, we 

confess that some of us will turn away later. Our excitement may ebb to nothing. We will 

mistake Jesus’ humility for defeat, and his servanthood for weakness. We will accept 

Jesus’ stunning self-sacrifice, but will not be moved to change anything we do. 

Forgive us for our failings, O Lord! Help us to follow Jesus to his Easter triumph, in 

obedience and love. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 

         
Declaration of Good News 

 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                        Leslee Kirkconnell 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                     Psalm 118:1-2, 14-25 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!  

Let Israel say, ‘His steadfast love endures forever.’ The Lord is my strength and my might; 
he has become my salvation.  
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: ‘The right hand of the Lord does 

valiantly;   

The right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’   

I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.    

Open to me the gates of righteousness; that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.  

This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.  

I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.   

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.   

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.   

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Hosanna, Lord, save us! O Lord, we beseech you! 
 

Anthem                                              My Savior and My God                              Jay Althouse 

                                                              Eric Bigler, baritone                      

 

Gospel Reading                                                                                              Matthew 21:1-11 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 

to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took 

place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 

donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and 

put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 

of him and that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 

in the highest heaven!” 
 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  The crowds 

were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

This psalm,  

composed to  

celebrate the  

victories of a king, 

is associated with 

the Jewish Passover. 

Jesus was in 

Jerusalem for 

Passover when he 

was arrested and 

killed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What kind of king 

enters Jerusalem 

with such pomp, 

while riding on a 

lowly donkey? 

 

 

Confession on  

Palm Sunday 

acknowledges the 

glory of the  

Triumphal Entry  

and the weakness  

of our faith. 

 

 



 

 

Sermon                                          Love Actually                                Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
                  

Affirmation of Faith                                                                From: A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching 

good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the 

children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving 

sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy 

and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the 

sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the 

power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.  

 

                                        All Sit  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Benediction       
 

Postlude                                   Ride On, Ride On in Majesty                        David N. Johnson 
********************************************************************************* 

 

 

          
 

 

                                                                                                            The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Jenni Meredith 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

A Brief Statement 

of Faith (1991)  

is the most recently 

written of twelve 

faith statements 

included in the 

constitution of the 

Presbyterian 

Church (USA). 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, April 5 
10:30 a.m.    Worship 

                         Livestream only 

Tuesday, April 7 
2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Deacons-online 

Thursday, April 9 

6:05 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Worship 

                         Livestream only 

    

    

    

    

   

   

 

  
  

       

 

 
      

 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to            

the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 



 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! For more information 

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email our church office. 

www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Regarding the threat to our Community posed by the novel Coronavirus: 

The Session of The Presbyterian Church met on March 12 and decided unanimously to suspend all programs of worship, 

Sunday school, and other meetings until further notice. 
 

This includes everything except outreach activities (Food Pantry and Churches United in Christ Help Ministry).  The Church 

Office remains open.  
 

Consequently-- We will not gather for worship in the sanctuary today (April 5). The service will be live-streamed, 

beginning at 10:30 A.M. on the Church website:   www.bgpres.org. 
 

The Session intends that the upcoming period of paused activity at the church will actually be a blessing.  There are many ways 

for us to be in touch. We will livestream the worship services. We may call you on the phone. We will re-develop some other 

communications to help keep you up to date.  Our pausing of activities reflects our concern for the whole Bowling Green 

community. We believe that, by limiting exposure, we can help slow down the rate of infection, and protect us all from a "worst 

case scenario."  Remember that our office will remain open for now. Please call us if you have a need, or if you become aware 

of someone else who would appreciate a pastoral visit.   270-843-4707 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Eric Bigler, Autumn Stolle, Sam Tuggle, Didi Turley 
 
 

LECTIONARY FOR EASTER SUNDAY, April 12:  Acts 10:34–43 or Jeremiah 31:1–6; Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24; Colossians 

3:1–4 or Acts 10:34–43; John 20:1–18 or Matthew 28:1–10. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE  While our building is closed, the church office is still open. The staff is still operating the church during 

normal business hours.  Our food pantry continues to provide assistance and is available to those who present ID at the door. 

If you need to reach us, just call or email the office, or you may ring the buzzer at the 10th Street entrance. And as a reminder, 

we still have expenses.  Please do send your offering to the church (or, online giving is quick, simple and completely secure.  

Go to our website to donate).  Please stay safe and healthy! 
 

TODAY: 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Ray Elms and Sally Calkins. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 
 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and 

Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/
mailto:arfranpe@msn.com


 

 
 

LAY READER SIGNUP  The church has created a signup sheet online for people who are willing to serve as Lay Reader on 

an upcoming Sunday. You may check the signup and choose an empty slot on a date of your preference. Lay Reader information 

and instructions will be emailed on Fridays for that weekend’s reader.  Please consider offering to read on a Sunday to help in 

worship!  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E49ACAC23A7FF2-layreaders   We will continue to take names for lay 

readers, in preparation for the time when we can resume sanctuary worship. Until we do have worship in the sanctuary again, 

lay readers on the list will not need to participate in the abbreviated livestream service. 
 

EASTER LILIES are still available for purchase to honor or remember loved ones on Easter Sunday. You may call in or email 

the church office with your information to reserve a lily or to make a donation in honor of special people. We will find a way 

to incorporate the lilies in Easter Day’s worship service. 
 

COMING UP:  
MAUNDY THURSDAY While we cannot gather together in the sanctuary this year on Maundy Thursday, we will be 

livestreaming a Maundy Thursday worship service next week, on April 9th at 6:05pm. WORSHIP WITH FOOD-The 

Maundy Thursday service will include participation. Participants may have a snack, a drink, or a meal to eat during the 

livestream. Please join us for worship at that time as we gather together in spirit to mark this occasion in Holy Week. You will 

find the livestream link on our website. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY We will not be able to open the Sanctuary for Good Friday- however…  On Friday, April 10th our church 

will be offering a livestream of a special Good Friday worship service. Please join us at 12:00 noon to watch online. You 

may find the livestream link on our website. 

 

FOR EASTER SUNDAY, we will livestream worship at 10:30am. We unfortunately cannot gather for a sunrise service. We 

invite you to bring your household together in worship with us online, as we celebrate Easter and look forward to the day when 

we may all be together again.  

 

THIS COMING WEEK IS HOLY WEEK. Regretfully, the downtown churches will be unable to hold the community 

lunchtime worship services, which are traditional in Holy Week. We ask that the congregation remain safe at home, and 

continue to watch our online livestreams of worship services.   
 

CIRCLES The Presbyterian Women’s Circle meetings are on hiatus for the present time. Decisions will be made as 

circumstances change, but the Circles hope to resume meetings in May. We pray that this will be possible. The final lunch & 

installation of officers will hopefully take place in June. Keep watching for more information. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

PLEASE KEEP TAKING SELFIES AND PICTURES OF YOUR FAMILY as you gather for worship on Sundays and 

Wednesdays.  We will feature them as a way of staying connected, even though we're not together.  You can send to Cheryl, 

Leslee or David, or post on our Facebook page. It's been GREAT to see those popping up on our Facebook page - keep 'em 

coming! 
 

APRIL NEWSLETTER  The April issue of the Presbyterian Courier is available for viewing online. Please click the link              

below to read the newsletter. The church did not do a mass mailing of paper copies this month. For those who are unable                            

to access our online version, a paper copy can be individually delivered (in Bowling Green) at your request. Please call                          

or email the church office to make such a request.  https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d4/d4b11e91-3d72-4496-

90d1-916490c8d75e/documents/Newsletter-2020-04.pdf  
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH has postponed their community give-a-way until the end of April 

(hopefully). They are still accepting donations for this event. Please watch for more information later, when details are 

confirmed. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E49ACAC23A7FF2-layreaders
mailto:info@bgpres.org
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d4/d4b11e91-3d72-4496-90d1-916490c8d75e/documents/Newsletter-2020-04.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d4/d4b11e91-3d72-4496-90d1-916490c8d75e/documents/Newsletter-2020-04.pdf

