
 

                                                                    
 

  Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed! 
 

 

                                                                                                            S e rv i c e  fo r  t h e  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
April 4, 2021 

The Resurrection of the Lord 

Easter Sunday 
 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Prelude                                                                                              Easter Brass Ensemble 
 

Welcome 
                                           
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
 

    Leader:  The Cross and Tomb are empty! 

People:  The love that suffered is the love that conquers. 

Leader:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 

People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

Leader:  The Lord is our strength and our song, and has become our salvation. 

People:  Exultation and victory resound! 

Leader:  We shall not die, but live for Christ. 

People:  And daily declare God’s mighty acts! 

 

 

 

 

What words will 

you use to express 

your Easter joy? 

Grammar Police: 

Why not say, 

“Christ was 

raised,” or “Christ 

has been raised?” 

Probably because 

Christians want the 

emphasis to be on 

the present.  

The resurrection of 

Christ is an 

historical event, but 

it is even more a 

present reality, by 

which we live our 

lives. 



 
The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 

Hymn 232                                 Jesus Christ is Risen Today                        EASTER HYMN 
All Verses 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

Sing we to our God above Alleluia! praise eternal as God’s love. Alleluia! 

Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession    
 

Loving God, the heavens and earth rejoice! Christ’s resurrection breaks open hell’s gates  

and destroys sin and death: We claim Easter’s victory! 

We who worship Christ believe that we are raised with Him, and truly brought from  

death to life. 

By his resurrection, Christ confounded his guards and executioners, and filled his  

disciples with joy. 

Joy comes from resisting evil and serving you. 

By His resurrection Christ gives substance to the Good News.    

We who have heard this Good News enter into a new age, and a new life; and it is  

an abundant life, lived in the presence of our Risen Lord. Amen. 

 

Gloria Patri                                                                                 
                                               

Declaration of Good News    

 

We Share a Sign of Peace                      

 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                       Leslee Kirkconnell 

     

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Epistle Reading                                                                                   Colossians 3:1-4, 12-15 
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated  

at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 

for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is 

revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 

another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above 

all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 

thankful. 
 

Anthem                                 Alleluia, Christ is Risen            STUTTGART arr. James Kirby 

                                                 Collegiate Ensemble  

      

                                        

On Easter  

we see what God 

has done with  

sin and death. 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we live 

a life that 

reflects the glory 

of God and the 

risen Christ? 

 



 
 

All Stand 

Reading from Acts                                                                                             Acts 10:36-41 

You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—

he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him.  We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 

allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

 
All Sit 

Sermon                                                Easter                                      Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand        
The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection           

Response Hymn 234              Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain                        ST. KEVIN 
First and Last Verses 

 

Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought forth Israel into joy from sadness, 

loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters; 

led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters. 
 

Neither could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark portal, 

nor the watchers, nor the seal hold you as a mortal: 

But today, among your own, you appear, bestowing 

your deep peace, which evermore passes human knowing. 

 
Affirmation of Faith                                            (I Corinthians 15:1-6; Mark 16:9; Matthew 16:16;  

                                                                                                                 Revelation 22:13; John 20:28) 

This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are 

saved, if we hold it fast:  That Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he 

was buried, that he was raised on the third day, and that he appeared first to the women, 

then to Peter, then to the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses.  We believe Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of the Living God. Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the beginning 

and the end; He is our Lord and our God.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus: Lord of all; 

anointed with 

power; doing good 

and healing those 

oppressed by the 

devil; risen from 

death; present to 

witnesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The words of this 

Easter hymn date 

to the 8th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bible bears 

witness to the 

risen Lord. 



 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

All Stand 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
Closing Hymn 233                      The Day of Resurrection!                             LANCASHIRE 

All Verses 

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad,  

the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God.  

From death to life eternal, from sin’s dominion free,  

our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory.  
 

Let hearts be purged of evil, that we may see aright  

the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light;  

and listening to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain,  

his own "All hail!" and, hearing, may raise the victor strain.  
 

Now let the heavens be joyful; let earth the song begin;  

the round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein!  

Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend,  

for Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end.  

 

Benediction 

   
Postlude                                                                                                 Easter Brass Ensemble 
********************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

WELCOME ALL!, We are glad to be returning to worship together. 
To all who are gathered, and all who continue to worship by live-stream, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please call or email  
our church office.     info@bgpres.org   270-843-4707 

 
 

 

                                                                                                            The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, April 4 

7:30 a.m.  Sunrise Worship 

9:00 a.m.  Fellowship (Zoom) 

9:00 a.m.  Worship +Livestream 

10:30 a.m.    Worship +Livestream                       

Monday, April 5   

     Office Closed  

   5:00 p.m.      Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

Tuesday, April 6 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Prayers 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Deacons 

Wednesday, April 7 
11:00 a.m.  Service for Glen Williams 

 

 
 

    

    

    

    

   

   

 

  

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Announcements 
 

 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com   

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Eric Bigler, Autumn Stolle, Sam Tuggle, Didi Turley 

BRASS ENSEMBLE:   Joseph Powers, trumpet; Cody Gilstrap, trumpet; Matthew Crocker, trombone;  

                                        Jim Stites, trombone 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY April 11:  Acts 4:32–35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1–2:2; John 20:19–31. 
 

TODAY: 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Linda Leigh. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING offering will be collected today.  For those in the sanctuary there are envelopes included 

in the bulletin.  This is one of four special offerings of the PC(U.S.A.) and supports three entities: Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People.  Donations accepted at any time - simply mark 

your check OGHS! More information can be found at https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/. 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for April is supporting College Scholarships. Begun by the Christian Education Ministry, this fund 

will enable us to give every graduating High School senior a gift toward college expenses.  Your generosity is much 

appreciated!   
 

GODLY PLAY IS ON BREAK today.  Our children will resume (by zoom) next Sunday.   
 

COMING UP:  
OUR FOCUS ON THE SEVEN MARKS OF VITAL CONGREGATIONS WILL RESUME NEXT SUNDAY.  On 

Sunday April 11 we will explore Caring Relationships.  Bible study, video, discussion and more.  On April 18 we finish with 

learning about Ecclesial Health.   
 

THE FLOYD HAYES ELLIS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS will resume in-person class NEXT SUNDAY April 11, at 

9:30am in Fellowship Hall. MASKS are required.  Arnie Petrus is Moderator and will answer any questions 

(arniethetutor42@gmail.com)   or 270-904-0393. NEWCOMERS WELCOME! If you plan to attend class AND stay for 

worship, please call the office so we will be prepared.  
 

THE WIRED WORD RETURNS!  Sunday April 25-May 16, Dr. Nathan Love will once again lead us on Sunday mornings 

at 9:00am for discussions around current events.  Bible, prayer, discussion and more!  
 

MISSION CHALLENGE! Last fall we were unable to hold our annual Habitat/Living Waters Luncheon and Cake 

Auction.  Our children and youth have been 'given' by a generous donor $25 each toward one of five missions (Habitat, Living 

Waters, Manna Mart, Help Ministry, DRITI).  We have $550 that we are looking to match with gifts of $25 each toward one 

of these.  The Mission Committee challenges YOU to contribute (at least) $25 toward one of these ministries.  Look for details 

in our April newsletter.   
 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to            

the website below and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey 

Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and 

Judy Whitson. 

 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/
mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com


 

 

 

YOU ARE WHAT YOU LOVE will be the focus of our next small group book study, beginning April 19.  By James K. A. 

Smith from Calvin College, we'll explore the spiritual power of habit by reading this book, discussion and practicing spiritual 

disciplines.  Heather Kirkconnell will be leading and we will start by zoom.  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell to purchase the book 

($12).   
 

OTHER NEWS:  

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE is seeking nominations for officers in the roles of Deacons and Elders. This effort was 

postponed last year due to the pandemic. Please find the nomination form in the bulletin, the church lobby, or on our website, 

to offer a name for nomination to the church office. (Be sure to ask your candidate’s permission to nominate!) Deadline is  

April 15. 
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER is registering children for next year. We have classes for 2, 3 or 4 years old (by July 

31 of this year).  Information/registration forms are on our website.  There are also packets in the office that can be picked up 

during regular office hours.  Let your friends and neighbors know of our strong preschool!   
 

THE WEATHER IS BETTER AND OUTDOORS IS GREAT! Our Walking Group is going strong.   2:00pm on Tuesdays, 

meeting at Basil Griffin Park.  Gather at the Amphitheater Parking Lot.  Wear your mask and walking shoes.  We'll enjoy 

devotion and fellowship and walk for at least 30 minutes.  New folks welcome anytime! Contact Karen Watson with questions 

- 270-991-5673. 

 

PEW CUSHIONS   After some attempts to find a new home for our old pew cushions (without success) we are offering them 

to the congregation. The red pew cushions are available to take home, by those who have a use for them. If you are so inclined, 

donations for the cushions will be appreciated. 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, April 5th. We reopen on Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


