
 

 
 

Martin Luther said of Romans, “When I discovered that I was born again of the  

Holy Ghost… the doors of paradise swung open, and I walked through.” 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
April 25, 2021 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                                        Liturgical Improvisation No. 3                    George Oldroyd 
 

Pour light upon us from above, And fire our hearts with Thy strong love.   

Praise to the Father and the Son, Through all the ages as they run; 

And to the holy Paraclete Be praise with them and worship meet.   Amen. 

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 

                                       There is no condemnation awaiting those who belong to Christ Jesus. 

                                       If you belong to Christ, you won’t be punished. 

   Christ has given us the Spirit, to free us from the vicious cycle of sin and death. 

   Christ gives not as the world gives. 

   We cannot keep God’s commandments perfectly, so we must rely on God’s perfect grace. 

            God set us free when he sent his own son to be like us, and to be a sacrifice for us. 

         Sin is condemned. 

                                       But we are saved.                                                                                             Romans 8:1-4 
 

 

The verdict we are 

under can be 

delivered in one of 

two ways. Either 

we are condemned 

as guilty under 

God’s law, or we 

are counted as 

innocent because of 

God’s pure grace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The great, 

evangelical claim 

of good news is 

this: In Christ  

there is no 

condemnation!” 



 

 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
 

Hymn 308                            O God in Whom All Life Begins                                         NOEL 
First and Last Verses 

 

O God in whom all life begins, who births the seed to fruit, 

bestow your blessing on our lives; here let your love find root. 

Bring forth in us the Spirit's gifts of patience, joy, and peace; 

deliver us from numbing fear, and grant our faith increase. 
 

Through tears and laughter, grief and joy, enlarge our trust and care; 

so bind us in community that we may risk and dare. 

Be with us when we gather here to worship, sing, and pray, 

then send us forth in power and faith to live the words we say. 

 

                                    Prayer of Adoration and Confession  (Unison)  
 

Gracious and loving God, in your presence we confess our failure to be what you created us to 

be.  You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your 

gifts, in forgetting your love. 

By your loving mercy, help us to live in your light and abide in your ways, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Good News                         

 

Gloria Patri                                                                                 

 

Passing of the Peace      
                              By words and gesture, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                     Leslee Kirkconnell 

      

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Old Testament Readings                         Exodus 3:17-19 

The Lord God said to Adam, “…cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of 

it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat 

the plants of the field. In the sweat of your face, you shall eat bread till you return to the 

ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

 Isaiah 55:12-13 

“You shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall burst into song and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  Instead of the thorn 

shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to 

the LORD for a memorial,  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Anthem                                    My Shepherd Will Supply My Need                        John Carter 
                                                            Tyler Smith, Conductor 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The curse brought 

about by human 

disobedience has 

been answered by 

God’s gracious 

desire to restore us 

and all creation. 

 

 



 

 

New Testament Reading                                        Romans 8:1-11 

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of 

the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God 

has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just 

requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 

things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 

the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 

God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are 

not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 

does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give 

life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 
First in a Series on Romans 8 

Sermon                                          No Condemnation                            Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
 

Response Hymn 366      Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                HYFRYDOL
                                                                 Verses 1 & 4 

Love Divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down,  

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 
 

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 

Affirmation of Faith (unison)                From A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 

Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  In a broken and fearful world 

the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to 

Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the 

voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 

tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and  

new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”   
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Jesus is “the joy of 

heaven to earth 

come down.” In 

Christ we become 

as a new creation, 

“pure and spotless.” 

 

 

 

 

The 16th century 

reformer, Martin 

Luther wrote, 

“[Romans] is the 

true masterpiece of 

the New Testament, 

and the very purest 

Gospel… which a 

Christian should not 

only learn by heart, 

word for word, but 

also should deal 
with it as the daily 

bread of [the] 

soul… the more it 

is handled the  

more precious it 

becomes, and the 

better it tastes.” 

 



 
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 

     
The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 

 

Closing Hymn 80       You Shall Go Out with Joy           THE TREES OF THE FIELD 
           

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; 

the mountains and the hills will break forth before you; 

there'll be shouts of joy, and the trees of the field will clap, will clap their hands. 

And the trees of the field will clap their hands;  

the trees of the field will clap their hands; 

the trees of the field will clap their hands while you go out with joy. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                              Morning Song                                        Gilbert Martin                                              

**************************************************************************        
 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME All! As we worship in person or online, we are glad you are with us! For more  

information about our church, pastoral help or prayer requests, please email our church office. 

www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

The closing hymn 

paraphrases Isaiah 

55:12, celebrating  

the sixth century 

B.C.E. “Second 

Exodus” out of the 

Babylonian 

captivity.   

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                              Announcements  
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  
COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

                                                     Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler  
 
 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, May 2:  Acts 8:26–40;  

Psalms 22:25–31; 1 John 4:7–21; John 15:1–8. 
 

TODAY: 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Annette Parkerson.  

Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation.  

You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TYLER SMITH is our guest conductor today while Wayne is away doing a concert in Missouri. Tyler is a graduate of Northern 

Kentucky University with bachelor degrees in Music Education and Voice Performance.  Tyler is currently a Graduated 

Assistant in the Choral Department at WKU and is pursuing a Master in Choral Conducting degree. We welcome Tyler today.  
 

GODLY PLAY heard about the Parable of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10:30-35.  Families are encouraged to read the 

scriptures together and talk about what God might be helping them learn.  This parable is one of THE MOST important parables 

Jesus told!  
 

THE FLOYD HAYS ELLIS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS meets at 9:30am in Fellowship Hall on Sundays. MASKS are 

required.  Arnie Petrus is Moderator and will answer any questions (arniethetutor42@gmail.com)   or 270-904-0393. 

NEWCOMERS WELCOME! If you plan to attend class AND stay for worship, please call the office so we will be prepared.  
 

WIRED WORD BIBLE STUDY is now meeting through May 16 by zoom.  Join us each week as we discuss a current event 

with biblical and theological concepts that help us understand and relate to our daily lives.  Dr. Nathan Love is leading.  Contact 

Leslee or visit the website for the zoom link.   
 

INCLUDED IN THIS BULLETIN is a Small Group Survey insert.  The Task Force working on building a Small Group 

Ministry needs your candid feedback as we look toward fall (and beyond) planning.  Please fill out and return - in the offering 

plate, or drop in the office, or mail back.  THANK YOU for helping us shape this important ministry.  This form will also be 

printed in the May newsletter. 
 

WE ARE SO GLAD TO SEE THE BEAUTIFUL (MASKED) FACES in our sanctuary on Sundays!  Please continue to 

call the office each week - it helps us be prepared.  And PLEASE, we must continue to maintain physical distance (even with 

vaccines) so look for the white dots on the pews as an indication of where it is safe to sit.  Not sure or don't see a dot?  Sit at 

least 6 feet (any direction) from others not in your family.  This means leaving at least one pew between groups.  Our ushers 

will also be glad to give guidance.   
 

EXITING THE SANCTUARY-we are noticing some are leaving the building by the State Street doors.  PLEASE PLEASE 

EXIT ONLY through the 10th Ave Lobby.  The doors off State Street do NOT lock automatically and we have found the 

building open and vulnerable on Monday mornings.  We understand the convenience of those doors HOWEVER, for now we 

ask you enter and exit ONLY through our 10th Ave Lobby.  Thank you for your help!  
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for April is supporting College Scholarships. Begun by the Christian Education Ministry, this fund 

will enable us to give every graduating High School senior a gift toward college expenses.  Your generosity is much 

appreciated!   
 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  https://bgpres.org/give  

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, April 25 

10:30 a.m.       Worship (livestream/in person) 

9:00 a.m.         Sunday School (Zoom) 

9:30 a.m.   Floyd Hays Ellis Class (F. Hall)              

3:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

   Monday, April 26 

5:00 p.m.  Round Table Pulpit (Zoom)  

7:00 p.m.  You Are What You Love  

Book Study (zoom) 

    Tuesday, April 27 
2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

 

    

    

    

    

   

   

 

  

  

       

 

 
      

 

 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
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COMING UP:  
MISSION CHALLENGE! Last fall we were unable to hold our annual Habitat/Living Waters Luncheon and Cake 

Auction.  Our children and youth have been 'given' by a generous donor $25 each toward one of five missions (Habitat, Living 

Waters, Manna Mart, Help Ministry, DRITI).  We have $550 that we are looking to match with gifts of $25 each toward one 

of these.  The Mission Committee challenges YOU to contribute (at least) $25 toward one of these ministries.  Details are in 

our April newsletter and on the website.   
 

COOKIES AND LEMONADE!  We can't gather inside yet, but we can meet on the sidewalk after worship!  Beginning later 

in May we hope to have Cookies and Lemonade outside the 10th Ave door every Sunday.  WE NEED YOUR HELP! Donations 

of cookies - either prepackaged or if homemade, placed into snack baggies.  If you want to buy premade cookies at the store, 

please place into snack baggies before bringing to the church.  We'll also welcome individual packages like you would get for 

lunches etc.  We will also need help with making lemonade and serving each Sunday.  A sign-up genius will be available soon 

- please pick a day and help us enjoy some fun fellowship following worship. Questions?  Contact Debbie Morse. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is on!  We are planning an in-person one-day event to involve children and at least one adult 

from the family, age 3 by July 31 through rising 5th Grade.  Sunday June 6, from 4:15-7:00pm at Christ Episcopal Church.  This 

will be OUTDOORS.  We will be hosting several food trucks for your dinner option (we won't be serving a meal as in past 

years) and then worshiping, playing, learning, crafting together.  More details and registration information coming soon.  Rain 

date will be Monday June 7, 5-8pm.   

 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR WINKIE HUDDLESTON is scheduled for Sunday, May 2 at the Baker Arboretum. All 

are invited.  Also see:  www.rememberwinkie.com  
 

OTHER NEWS:  

THE SESSION WAS PLEASED to welcome into membership Matthew and Joseph Byrd, sons of Dr. Rob Byrd, at their last 

meeting on April 20, 2021.  

 

PLEASE NOTE:  BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Sunday of May 15 will need to be turned in early. Cheryl will 

be out for vacation and is going to print 2 bulletins on May 7th. Please turn in all announcements for the issues of May 9 and 

May 15 by Wednesday, May 5. Thank you! 
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER is registering children for next year. We have classes for 2, 3 or 4 years old (by July 

31 of this year).  Information/registration forms are on our website.  There are also packets in the office that can be picked up 

during regular office hours.  Let your friends and neighbors know of our high quality preschool!   
 

THE WEATHER IS BETTER AND OUTDOORS IS GREAT! Our Walking Group is going strong.   2:00pm on Tuesdays, 

meeting at Basil Griffin Park.  Gather at the Amphitheater Parking Lot.  Wear your mask and walking shoes.  We'll enjoy 

devotion and fellowship and walk for at least 30 minutes.  New folks welcome anytime! Contact Karen Watson with questions 

- 270-991-5673. 

 

 

 

 We express sympathy to Larry Warden for the death of his sister Beverly Warden 

Gidcumb, who died April 20, 2021. 

http://www.rememberwinkie.com/

