
                        

                                   

                  
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

April 11, 2021 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

 

Prelude                                                         Aria                                           Charles Callahan    
                                                                    

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
 

                                       Glory to you, O God:  you have won victory over death, 

        Raising Jesus from the grave and giving us eternal life. 

        Glory to you, O Christ:  for us and for our salvation you overcame death 

        And opened the gate to everlasting life. 

           Glory to you, O Holy Spirit:  you lead us into the truth. 

        Glory to you, now and forever! 

        Come let us worship God!  

  
The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 

 

Hymn 239              Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!     GELOBT SEI GOTT   
 

Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!  Now is the triumph of our King! 

To all the world glad news we bring:  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

The Lord of life is risen today!  Death’s mighty stone is rolled away. 

Let all the earth rejoice and say:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

You name we bless, O risen Lord and sing today with one accord 

The life laid down the life restored:  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Call to Confession 

 

 

 

Although we 

celebrate Easter  

on one particular 

Sunday, every 

Sunday is really an 

‘Easter Sunday!’  

Now we are 

charged to go out 

and share the good 

news! 

 



 

 

                                    Prayer of Confession  (Unison)  

          

Merciful God, we confess that we have wandered from your way of truth and life. You     

call us to share all that we have and work together for the common good, but we hoard 

up treasures for ourselves and deny others their daily bread.  You call us to set the 

captives free and seek justice for the oppressed, but we live in fear of our neighbors.  

You call us to walk in newness of life and to be witnesses to the resurrection, but we 

dwell in the valley of dry bones and keep silent about your saving love.  Forgive us, 

God of grace.  Set us free from sin, death, and fear so that we may serve you with 

gladness;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A time for silent personal confession. 
 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Hymn # 240                       Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks                             ALLELUIA #1 
 

Refrain:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  

Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  He is the King of creation. Refrain 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth:  Jesus has died and has risen. Refrain 

We have been crucified with Christ.  Now we shall live forever.  Refrain 

Come let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior.  Refrain 

 

We Share a Sign of Peace                         

 

Time with Young Disciples 

      

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Epistle Reading                                          I John 1:1-2:2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 

with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of 

life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 

eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 

is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy 

may be complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with 

him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in 

the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 

make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  My little children, I am writing these things to 

you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only 

but also for the sins of the whole world.  
 

 

In this letter from 

John, we are 

reminded to walk 

in the light.  And 

while we know we 

will sin, we also 

have an advocate in 

Jesus.  Light is life 

– stay in the light! 

 

 



 

 

Anthem                             They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love               Ed Lojeski                            

 

New Testament Reading                             Acts 4:32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 

great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 

grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 

lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.  

They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

 

What Does it Mean to Love your Neighbor As Yourself?                          Video 
 

Sermon                                      Love, Actually                      Leslee Kirkconnell 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
 

Hymn #377                       I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                         HOUSTON 
 

I want to walk as a child of the light.  I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world.  The star of my life is Jesus. 
 

Refrain:  In him there is no darkness at all.  The night and the day are both alike.  

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

I want to see the brightness of God.  I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father. Refrain 
 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ.  I want to be with Jesus.  

When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 

                                           
Affirmation of Faith                                 From A Brief Statement of Faith 
 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives.  We trust in God, whom 

Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created the world good and makes 

everyone equally in God’s image to live as one community.  We trust in God the Holy 

Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit justifies us by grace 

through faith and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the 

Church.  With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 

death can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
                              

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Please respond:  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

As a Matthew 25 

congregation, 

indeed, as 

Christians, we  

are called to love 

our neighbor  

as we seek to  

end poverty,  

dismantle racism 

and build 

congregational 

vitality.  Caring 

for one another  

is essential! 

 



 

 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

    The Congregation In The Sanctuary Will Not Sing Hymns, As A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection 
 

Closing Hymn #246                          Christ is Alive!                                                   TRURO 
 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing.  The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring.  Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 

Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine,  

But saving, healing, here and now, and touching every place and time. 
 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age, 

Till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                            Chorale:  Christ is Risen from the Dead                   Marcel Dupré 

**************************************************************************        
 

 

 

WELCOME ALL!  As we gather together or worship at home, we are glad you are with us.  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email or  

call our church office – 270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Let Easter joy 

infuse you with 

hope, with love and 

with peace.  Go and 

share that love to a 

hurting world!   
 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                              Announcements  
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com   

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

                                                     Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 

 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, April 18:  Acts 3:12–19; Psalm 4;  

1 John 3:1–7; Luke 24:36b–48. 
 

TODAY: 

MATTHEW COVINGTON IS AWAY THIS WEEK, and we welcome Leslee Kirkconnell to the pulpit this morning.  

 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Judy Whitson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

ROUND TABLE PULPIT is meeting via Zoom, each Monday at 5:00pm.  Contact the office for the information to log in.   
 

SEVEN MARKS BIBLE STUDY:  today we explored Caring Relationships through Bible study, small groups and more.  The 

video will be posted to Facebook and our website for those unable to join live. Next week we conclude with Mark 7, Ecclesial 

Health.  If you have not been able to join us on Sundays, please take time to watch the classes – we will all be better for it! 
 

GODLY PLAY talked about the Easter Story this morning.   
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING - it's not too late to contribute!  This is one of four special offerings of the PC(U.S.A.) 

and supports three entities: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of 

People.  Donations accepted at any time - simply mark your check OGHS! More information can be found at 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/. 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for April is supporting College Scholarships. Begun by the Christian Education Ministry, this fund 

will enable us to give every graduating High School senior a gift toward college expenses.  Your generosity is much 

appreciated!   
 

THE FLOYD HAYS ELLIS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS has resumed in-person classes each SUNDAY at 9:30am in 

Fellowship Hall. MASKS are required. Judy Whitson is our greeter. Arnie Petrus is Moderator and will answer any questions 

(arniethetutor42@gmail.com) or call 270-904-0393. Bob Hunt is the teacher. The Lectionary for each Sunday will be our base 

study, and it allows us to have many small groups working together and then a class sharing time. NEWCOMERS and those 

in other classes are WELCOME! If you plan to attend the class and/or stay for worship, please call the office by NOON 

THURSDAY, so we and our church ushers will be prepared. 
 

COMING UP:  
MISSION CHALLENGE! Last fall we were unable to hold our annual Habitat/Living Waters Luncheon and Cake 

Auction.  Our children and youth have been 'given' by a generous donor $25 each toward one of five missions (Habitat, Living 

Waters, Manna Mart, Help Ministry, DRITI).  We have $550 that we are looking to match with gifts of $25 each toward one 

of these.  The Mission Committee challenges YOU to contribute (at least) $25 toward one of these ministries.  Details are in 

our April newsletter and on the website.   
 

THE WIRED WORD RETURNS!  Sunday April 25-May 16, Dr. Nathan Love will once again lead us on Sunday mornings 

at 9:00am for discussions around current events.  Bible, prayer, fellowship, discussion and more! The link will be on our 

website and also available from Leslee Kirkconnell.  

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, April 11 
    9:00 a.m.  Sunday School (zoom) 

    9:30 a.m.  Floyd Hays Ellis class  

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

   Tuesday, April 13 
7:00 p.m.  Sunny 16 Camera Club 
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YOU ARE WHAT YOU LOVE will be the focus of our next small group book study, beginning April 19 at 7:00pm.  By 

James K. A. Smith from Calvin College, we'll explore the spiritual power of habit by reading this book, discussion and 

practicing spiritual disciplines.  Heather Kirkconnell will be leading and we will start by zoom.  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell to 

purchase the book ($12). 
 

OTHER NEWS:  
MEN'S BREAKFAST has resumed at Teresa's on Wednesday Mornings at 7 AM.   Virginia's room. For info, contact 

arniethetutor42@gmail.com  or 270-904-0393. Newcomers are welcomed.  
 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE is seeking nominations for officers in the roles of Deacons and Elders. This effort was 

postponed last year due to the pandemic. Please find the nomination form here, or also on our website, to offer a name for 

nomination to the church office. (Be sure to ask your candidate’s permission to nominate!) 
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER is registering children for next year. We have classes for 2, 3 or 4 years old (by July 

31 of this year).  Information/registration forms are on our website.  There are also packets in the office that can be picked up 

during regular office hours.  Let your friends and neighbors know of our strong preschool!   
 

THE WEATHER IS BETTER AND OUTDOORS IS GREAT! Our Walking Group is going strong.   2:00pm on Tuesdays, 

meeting at Basil Griffin Park.  Gather at the Ampitheater Parking Lot.  Wear your mask and walking shoes.  We'll enjoy 

devotion and fellowship and walk for at least 30 minutes.  New folks welcome anytime! Contact Karen Watson with questions 

- 270-991-5673. 
 

MATTHEW AND ANN COVINGTON are away. Matthew has been invited to join a group for Sabbath rest and renewal, 

called CREDO. 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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