
 

DANIEL

Conviction in a Culture of Compromise

Participant Guide



Start here

How to use this guide for maximum effectiveness


—SCHEDULE of series: 	Each	week	in	this	study	will	correspond	with	a	Sunday	sermon	from	Grace	
Community	Church’s	Daniel	Series.	The	schedule	listed	below	outlines	when	we’d	encourage	you	to	
make	use	of	this	guide	for	maximum	impact.	And	yes,	we	are	purposefully	saving	Daniel	chapter	2	til	
the	very	end	of	this	study	as	the	Daniel	sermon	series	will	extend	beyond	the	content	of	this	
curriculum	and	participant’s	study	guide.	If	you	have	to	miss	a	Sunday	and	don’t	get	to	hear	the	
sermon,	don’t	worry!	We	have	you	covered.	You	can	listen	to	the	sermon	online	via	our	website	
(www.gracetoday.org/messages)	or	via	your	iTunes	podcast	by	searching	“Grace	Community	Church	
of	Frederick.”	Note	pages	are	available	each	week	to	keep	track	of	the	main	points	and	takeaways.		

๏	February	2	-	Week	One:		When	Vision	&	Values	Clash	-	Daniel	1	
๏	February	9	-	Week	Two:		The	Problem	of	Suffering	-	Daniel	3	
๏	February	16	-	Week	Three:		Building	Societies	-	Daniel	4	
๏	February	23	-	Week	Four:		Sidelines	&	Recalled	-	Daniel	5	
๏	March	1	-	Week	Five:		Delivered	-	Daniel	6	
๏	March	8	-	Week	Six:		Convictions	&	Courage	-	Daniel	2	

—Read and reflect: 	Each	week	read	the	corresponding	chapter	in	the	book	of	Daniel.	We	
recommend	using	the	English	Standard	Version	[ESV]	or	New	Living	Translation	[NLT]	
versions	of	the	Bible.	Then	read	the	devotional	listed	here	in	your	participant	guide	and	spend	
a	few	minutes	answering	the	questions	in	the	reflection	section.		

—CONNect with others: 	Daniel	had	Shadrach,	Meshach	and	Abednego	in	his	life.	Three	friends	who	
support	him,	pray	with	him	and	walk	through	trials	and	tests	together.	Do	whatever	you	can	to	find	
and	connect	with	someone	(at	least	one	person)	who	you	can	do	this	participant	guide	together	with.	
Ask	them	to	commit	to	making	use	of	this	study	guide	with	you	and	weekly	discussing	your	insights,	
praying	with	you	and	hold	you	accountable	to	action	steps	you	might	take	because	of	it.		

—Join a small group: 	For	maximum	effectiveness,	we	would	highly	recommend	joining	a	small	
group	in	which	you	can	have	several	people	from	different	stages	and	seasons	of	life	as	well	as	a	
variety	of	spiritual	maturity	to	learn	from	and	with	each	other.	In	a	small	group	at	Grace,	there’s	an	
intentional	leader	who’s	primary	focus	is	to	help	each	person	take	next	steps	in	their	spiritual	journey.	
Together	they	aim	to	create	a	relational	environment	that’s	safe	for	sharing	and	growing	together.	If	
you’re	interested	in	joining	a	group	just	for	this	6-week	series	or	a	small	group	that	meets	throughout	
the	course	of	the	year,	register	online	at	www.gracetoday.org/ministries/small-groups	and	Pastor	Eric	
and	our	team	will	get	started	finding	a	group	that’s	right	for	you!

http://www.gracetoday.org/messages
http://www.gracetoday.org/ministries/small-groups
http://www.gracetoday.org/messages
http://www.gracetoday.org/ministries/small-groups


 
Parent section

We	wanted	to	include	this	section	in	order	for	parents	to	think	about	how	you	can	help	
your	children	process	and	form	their	own	convictions.	This	section	is	in	conjunction	
with	week	1	and	Daniel	1	specifically;	but	there’s	no	reason	you	couldn’t	engage	your	
kids	on	some	level	with	many	of	the	following	weeks	topics	and	questions.		

Daniel’s	parents	must	have	been	very	intentional	preparing	him	to	live	out	his	faith.	
They	wouldn’t	have	necessarily	known	that	Daniel	would	be	carted	off	to	Babylon	and	
enrolled	in	an	educational	program	to	brainwash	him	into	being	Babylonian.		
		
As	parents	and	grandparents,	we	have	a	responsibility	to	prepare	our	children	and	
grandchildren	to	live	out	their	faith	in	their	Babylon	(namely	their	culture	of	social	
media,	TV,	school,	friends,	etc.).	For	them	to	thrive,	they	will	need	a	firm	foundation.	
The	primary	place	where	that	foundation	is	found	is	the	home.	The	church	is	here	to	
partner	with	families	as	we	disciple	the	next	generation.		
		
Their	foundation	has	to	do	with:	
What	does	the	Scripture	say	about	…	
*Who	God	is	(attributes)	
*Who	I	am	(identity)	
*Who	I	am	to	be	(character)	
*How	I	am	to	live	(conduct)	
		
Questions	for	Parents	reflect	&	discuss	(could	be	used	with/without	your	children):	
*What	are	some	things	in	our	culture	today	that	are	concerning	to	you?	
*How	have	you	worked	to	form	the	convictions	that	you	currently	have?	Or	what	
things	have	influenced	and	shaped	your	convictions?	
*What	evidence	would	you	give	on	why	Daniel	had	the	conviction	he	had	and	held	to?		
*What	areas	of	your	life	do	you	need	to	make	a	conviction	and/or	resolution?	
*How	can	you	help	someone	in	your	life	(i.e.	a	child	or	a	friend)	form	healthy	&	Biblical	
convictions?	

By Pastor R



 WEEK ONE
When Vision and values clash

Read Daniel One

BiG Idea - Conviction to live out our faith under trial


Devotional Thoughts From Pastor Eric


It’s	now	at	least	a	few	weeks	into	a	new	year.	A	new	decade	even!	I’m	sure	you	made	at	
least	one	new	year’s	resolution.	Right?	What	was	it?	Can	you	remember	a	resolution	you	
made	last	year	or	in	previous	years?		
		
For	some	of	us,	our	resolutions	are	still	fresh	in	our	minds.	It’s	something	we’ve	been	
dedicated	to	since	the	beginning	and	we’ve	remained	committed,	faithful	and	diligent.	For	
others,	it	might	take	us	awhile	to	remember	because	we’ve	already	abandoned	those	
resolutions.	We’ve	given	up,	gotten	distracted	or	just	felt	defeated.	I’m	using	the	pronoun	
“we”	here	because	I	can	relate	to	both	camps.	I’ve	made	resolutions	and	have	stuck	with	
them	no	matter	what	…	I’ve	also	made	some	that	I	deserted	days	later	for	a	variety	of	
reasons.	Which	camp	have	you	spent	most	of	your	time	in?	Have	the	past	ten	days	or	ten	
weeks	been	different	(better?	worse?)	then	the	past	ten	months	or	ten	years?	I’d	
encourage	you	to	pause	right	here	and	reflect	for	a	few	moments	about	the	difference	
between	the	resolutions	you’ve	kept	versus	the	ones	you’ve	left.	What’s	been	the	
determining	factor	in	the	ones	you’ve	seen	through	to	the	end?	
		
In	Daniel	chapter	one,	we	see	that	God	hands	His	people	over	to	their	enemies	because	
they	have	not	been	faithful	to	Him	and	have	worshipped	idols	(see	Leviticus	26:14-39).	
They	have	deserted	their	resolutions	and	convictions	and	are	now	suffering	the	
consequences	for	it.	In	this	chapter,	we	are	introduced	to	a	standout,	brains	AND	brawn	
teenager,	who	dwells	in	the	camp	of	bold	determination	and	successful	resolution.	In	
verse	8,	Daniel	is	“resolved”	or	“determined”	or	“has	made	up	his	mind.”	No	matter	what	
version	you	read,	Daniel	is	one	determined	young	man!	He	vows	not	to	defile	himself	and	
gives	public	declaration	to	his	resolutions.	And	he	doesn’t	do	it	alone.	Notice	that	in	a	
culture	of	compromise	Daniel’s	resolutions	are	rooted	in	his	convictions	and	as	you	will	
see,	he	commits	to	them	no	matter	what.		
		
As	you	study,	read,	reflect,	wrestle	and	discuss	this	chapter	over	the	next	week,	it’s	my	
sincere	hope	and	prayer	that	you	will	see	the	connections	between	Daniel	and	yourself.	
Pay	careful	attention	to	the	details	of	time,	people	and	decisions	in	Daniel’s	life.	And	
above	all	else,	make	sure	that	as	you	study	the	life	of	Daniel	and	his	friends,	that	you	don’t	
miss	the	main	character	in	the	story.		[HINT:	It’s	not	Daniel,	but	the	Lord	God,	who	longs	to	
lead	in	our	lives	through	difficult	circumstances	just	as	He	did	for	Daniel!]	



 
Week one Reflection section

1.	What	resolutions	have	you	made	and	kept	in	the	past	vs.	ones	you’ve	made	and	left?	

2.	What	has	been	a	key	difference	or	determining	factor	in	the	resolutions	you’ve	kept	
and	succeeded	in?	

3.	What’s	the	difference	(or	is	there)	between	a	resolution	and	a	conviction?	How	
might	they	be	connected?		

4.	How	do	you	need	to	make	up	your	mind	or	resolve	not	to	compromise	yourself	
based	on	your	convictions?	

5.	What	details	need	to	be	involved	in	having	a	firm	conviction	and	enduring	
commitment?	Compare	your	details	and	action	plan	with	Daniel’s.		

6.	How	do	you	think	Daniel’s	relationships	(with	God	&	others)	impacted	his	
convictions	and	resolve?	

Sermon Notes



 WEEK two
The problem of suffering

Read Daniel three

BiG Idea - Test your conviction; are you willing to die for what you believe?


Devotional Thoughts From Pastor Eric

I’ve	always	appreciated	the	power	in	perspective.	Some	say	your	perspective	is	everything,	while	
others	believe	perspective	is	only	a	matter	of	personal	opinion.	Friedrich	Nietzsche	said,	“Those	
who	were	seen	dancing,	were	thought	to	be	crazy,	by	those	who	could	not	hear	the	music.”	C.S.	
Lewis	gives	a	deeper	perspective	on	the	matter	when	he	wrote	“For	what	you	see	and	hear	
depends	a	good	deal	on	where	you	are	standing:	it	also	depends	on	what	sort	of	person	you	
are.”	Based	on	that	quote	from	C.S.	Lewis’s	book	“The	Magician’s	Nephew”	you’d	almost	think	
that	Lewis	was	an	eyewitness	to	the	scene	we	see	played	out	here	in	Daniel	3.		
		
On	the	one	side	you	have	King	Nebuchadnezzar.	Power.	Prestige.	Pride.	He	builds	an	idol	that’s	
90	feet	tall,	9	feet	wide	and	oh	yeah,	it’s	made	of	gold!	And	while	we	don’t	know	this	for	sure,	I’d	
be	willing	to	wager	that	this	statue	he’s	commanding	everyone	to	worship	is	a	depiction	of	
himself	in	some	way.	He’s	convinced	that	he’s	the	most	powerful	person	on	the	planet.	Why	else	
would	he	be	enraged	when	he	learns	of	three	boys	who	refused	to	bow	a	knee	to	his	prestige?	
He	must	have	thought	to	himself,	“I’ll	make	an	example	out	of	them!”		
		
On	the	other	side	of	this	situation	we	have	three	captives.	Puny.	Pitiful.	Paltry.	They	pay	no	
attention	to	the	King	or	his	commands.	When	the	music	plays	and	everyone	bows,	they	remain	
standing	in	defiance	to	the	King’s	decree.	They	don’t	care	what	the	consequences	are	because	
the	only	person	they	bow	their	knee	to	is	the	Lord	of	Lord	and	King	of	Kings.	When	caught,	and	
brought	before	the	King,	the	only	things	they	are	convinced	of	is	that	their	God	is	able	to	save	
them	and	that	they	will	never	commit	idolatry.	And	to	top	it	all	off,	they	are	polite	and	respectful	
about	it.	I	wonder	if	they	thought	to	themselves,	“God’s	gonna	make	an	example	out	of	King	
Nebuchadnezzar!”	
		
The	power	in	perspective	is	on	full	display.	And	that’s	not	all,	because	for	those	standing	near	
these	three	likely	teens,	I’m	guessing	they	stood	taller	than	Shadrach,	Meshach	and	Abednego.	
The	three	likely	didn’t	stand	out	in	many	ways,	until	now	that	is.	Because	when	everyone	else	has	
bowed	to	the	ground,	these	three	now	stand	taller	than	the	rest.	Perspective	is	funny	like	that.	
It’s	probable	that	for	those	nearest	and	behind	the	three	young	men;	from	their	perspective	on	
the	ground,	the	golden	imaged	paled	in	comparison	to	them.	It’s	also	quite	possible	that	for	
those	certain	Chaldeans	the	music	of	the	King	was	drowned	out	by	the	deafening	defiance	of	
these	three	daring	adolescents.		
		
You	know	the	rest	of	the	story.	The	odds	are	stacked	against	them.	But	God	…	He	proves	more	
powerful,	more	prestigious,	and	to	be	praised.	He	does	make	an	example	out	of	King	
Nebuchadnezzar.	He	has	the	power	to	change	people’s	perspectives	by	His	presence	and	He	
does	it	with	His	people	in	their	greatest	points	of	need.	So,	what	sort	of	person	are	you?	Which	
side	will	you	come	out	on?	What’s	the	perspective	you	need	to	see?		



 
Week Two Reflection section

1.	Who	do	you	identify	with	most	in	this	passage	and	why?	

2.	What’s	the	perspective	you’ve	had	most	recently	in	view	of	your	trials	and	fires?		

3.	How	might	God	be	wanting	to	change	your	perspective	by	His	power	and	presence	
through	this	passage?	

4.	How	have	you	seen	God	at	work	in	and	through	you	lately?	How	can	you	think	on	
those	things	and	thank	Him	for	them	so	as	to	shift	your	perspective	on	the	fires	you’ve	
been	going	through?	

5.	How	will	you	allow	God	to	use	the	circumstances	you’re	facing	now	to	shape	and	
mold	you?	

Sermon Notes



 WEEK three
Building societies

Read Daniel Four

BiG Idea - God humbles us because we sometimes elevate our kingdom over His


Devotional Thoughts From Pastor Eric


You	might	need	to	set	aside	a	little	more	time	for	today’s	section,	but	I	want	you	to	try	
something.	And	I	think	if	you	do,	you’ll	find	it	to	be	a	powerful	exercise.	Go	back	and	read	
Daniel	4	and	see	if	you	might	be	able	to	relate	to	King	Nebuchadnezzar	in	any	way.	Don’t	be	
afraid	to	be	honest	with	yourself.	And	just	to	be	clear,	I’m	not	talking	on	the	level	of	getting	put	
out	of	your	house	to	eat	grass	or	live	like	a	wild	animal	in	the	wilderness;	but	rather	on	an	
emotional	and	spiritual	level.	As	you	read,	pray	and	ask	God	to	show	you	any	connections	that	
you	might	have	with	the	King.	Write	down	anything	you	might	see	similar	in	your	own	life,	then	
come	back	and	finish	reading	the	rest	of	this	and	answer	the	reflection	section	questions.	

I	try	to	live	by	the	rule	of	not	asking	someone	to	do	something	I’m	not	willing	to	do	myself.	So	
here	are	my	honest	and	vulnerable	thoughts	as	I’ve	re-read	this	passage	to	compare	myself	to	
King	Nebuchadnezzar.		
		
The	first	thing	that	strikes	me	is	that	the	King	is	addressing	the	very	same	people	whom	he	
commanded	to	bow	and	worship	the	idol	he	set	up	and	this	time	he	has	a	very	different	tone.	
Look	at	his	words	in	verse	2,	“It	has	seemed	good	to	me	to	show	the	signs	and	wonders	that	
the	Most	High	God	has	done	for	me.”	I’m	sure	he’s	referencing	the	miraculous	events	from	the	
chapter	before.	But	I	find	it	ironic	that	he	was	furious	with	rage	at	the	young	men	who	refused	
to	bow	and	worship	him	and	his	statue;	and	now	is	publicly	praising	God	in	front	of	those	same	
people!	Which	makes	me	realize,	I	too	have	had	those	days	and	weeks.	I’m	shaking	my	fist	in	
anger	over	something	that’s	been	done	because	I	didn’t	get	my	way	and	I’m	desperate	to	try	to	
control	the	circumstances	and	then	a	few	days	later	am	raising	my	hands	in	worship	to	the	One	
who’s	in	control.	I’ve	made	terrible	decisions	in	the	process,	have	had	to	face	the	
consequences	of	my	actions	and	have	been	humbled	by	the	outcome	when	God	shows	up	in	an	
unexpected	way.	I’ve	definitely	had	these	moments	in	my	life.	How	about	you?	

The	second	thing	that	I	can	relate	to	the	King	about	is	how	in	this	season	of	praising	God	for	His	
goodness,	he	gets	comfortable	and	complacent.	In	verse	4,	Nebuchadnezzar	says	he	was	at	
ease	in	his	house	and	prospering.	I’m	glad	this	part	is	recorded	about	him	because	it’s	a	
reminder	to	me	not	to	get	too	comfortable.	I’ve	seen	too	many	times	in	my	life	that	when	I	get	
complacent	and	comfortable	it’s	so	short	lived.	It’s	something	our	human	nature	strives	for	and	
yet	we	have	to	remember	we’re	not	home	yet.	Heaven	is	our	home.	And	while	we’re	here,	we	
have	to	decide	whether	to	invest	more	in	our	kingdom	or	His	kingdom.	King	Nebuchadnezzar	
finds	out	the	hard	way,	on	a	number	of	occasions,	that	our	earthly	kingdoms	don’t	last	long.	
I’ve	seen	that	to	be	true	in	my	life	as	well.	I	want	nothing	more	than	to	see	God	use	me	and	my	
life	to	make	maximum	impact	for	Him	and	His	Kingdom,	rather	than	my	own	kingdom.



 
Week Three Reflection section

1.	In	what	ways	can	you	relate	to	what	Nebuchadnezzar	goes	through?	

2.	Outline	the	key	details	of	what	happens	to	the	King	as	you	see	them	play	out.		

3.	What	might	God	be	trying	to	say	to	you	through	this	passage?	What	will	you	do	with	
what	He’s	showing	you?	

4.	How	have	you	responded	when	others	speak	confrontational	towards	you?	Are	you	
willing	to	receive	truth	even	if	it’s	not	easy	to	hear?	

5.	How	do	you	(or	should	you)	love	people	who	disagree	with	you?		

6.	Who	will	you	invite	into	your	life	to	ask	you	the	hard	questions	and	speak	truth	in	
love	to	you?	

Sermon Notes



 

BiG Idea - God is sovereign and sets those in place as He sees fit. Man can forfeit his 

position with his pride.


Devotional Thoughts From Pastor Eric


Growing	up	in	Indiana	there	was	a	long	stretch	of	road	that	was	well	known	for	being	a	
racing	strip.	It	was	a	four-lane	road,	with	a	stop	light	at	the	beginning	and	another	one	a	
couple	of	miles	down	the	road.		For	some	the	temptation	was	easy	to	race	the	car	next	to	
you	at	the	onset	of	the	first	green	light	with	the	other	light	as	the	finish	line.	Shortly	after	
getting	my	driver’s	license	and	going	out	for	a	drive	one	evening,	I	found	myself	in	the	
right	lane	of	that	road	at	the	stop	light.	As	I	looked	to	my	left	to	size	up	the	car	and	driver	
next	to	me,	I	saw	(and	heard)	a	guy	revving	his	engine	and	egging	me	on.	He	clearly	
wanted	to	race	me.	After	a	smile	and	a	nod	to	signal	the	race	was	on,	I	looked	just	beyond	
him	toward	the	line	of	cars	that	didn’t	make	the	green	light	coming	the	other	direction.	
The	first	car	to	not	make	the	light	at	the	intersection	was	a	police	car.	At	this	point,	the	
race	was	off	…	for	me	at	least!	The	guy	to	my	left,	who	clearly	didn’t	see	the	police	car	to	
his	left	stepped	on	the	gas	when	the	light	turned	green.	I	can	only	imagine	the	sheer	joy	
he	must	have	had	to	absolutely	crush	me	in	this	race.	But	his	joy	was	likely	short	lived	
when	he	saw	those	red	and	blue	lights	behind	him!	I	couldn’t	help	but	smile	and	wave	as	I	
drove	past	him	and	the	police	officer	a	little	way	down	the	road.	That	was	one	situation,	
where	I	too	could	see	the	writing	on	the	wall!		
		
This	situation	in	Daniel	5	is	most	likely	where	that	phrase	(“the	writing	on	the	wall”)	came	
from.	And	as	you	read	the	passage	you’ll	clearly	see	why	as	well.	And	if	you’re	open	and	
honest	with	yourself,	I’m	sure	you	won’t	have	to	look	far	to	find	a	situation	in	your	life	
where	you’ve	had	an	experience	much	like	King	Belshazzar.	Maybe	you’re	in	the	middle	of	
one	now	where	you’ve	been	disregarding	something	you	know	God	clearly	wants	you	to	
do.	Hopefully	you	can	humble	yourself	(and	quickly!)	so	that	God	doesn’t	have	to;	like	
what	we	see	here	in	this	chapter.	Maybe	you	need	a	Daniel	type	person	in	your	life	who	
can	speak	the	truth	to	you	and	hold	you	accountable.	Maybe	you	need	to	be	a	Daniel	to	
someone	and	speak	a	hard	truth	in	love	to	someone	in	your	life	who	is	blatantly	in	sin.	
Pray	and	ask	God	to	reveal	the	convictions	you	need	to	form	because	of	what’s	seen	in	
this	chapter	and	then	answer	the	following	questions.		

WEEK four
Sidelines and recalled

Read Daniel Five



 
Week four Reflection section

1.	In	your	opinion,	what	verse(s)	from	chapter	5	best	captures	or	reflects	the	dynamics	
of	what	this	chapter	is	all	about?	

2.	What	impresses	you	the	most	in	this	chapter	about	Daniel’s	understanding	of	God?		

3.	Are	there	any	actions	or	activities	that	you’re	engaged	in,	that	if	caught	or	
discovered,	would	cause	you	great	fear?	

4.	What	are	some	things	that	are	socially	acceptable	in	your	world	that	God	might	
want	you	to	form	a	conviction	about?	

5.	What	might	God	be	trying	to	say	to	you?	What’s	your	writing	on	the	wall?	

Sermon Notes



 

BiG Idea - Standing firm under pressure


Devotional Thoughts From Pastor Eric


Have	you	ever	noticed	the	connection	between	what	you	know,	with	what	you	feel,	and	
how	those	two	things	influence	what	you	do?	For	example,	you	know	it’s	the	right	thing	
to	do	to	save	money	and	invest	it	wisely.	But	you	had	a	hard	day	at	work	and	are	feeling	
down.	So,	what	do	you	do?	Do	you	go	shopping	on	the	internet	believing	that	buying	that	
thing	you’ve	wanted	for	a	while	now	will	make	you	feel	better?	Do	you	go	through	the	
drive	thru	on	your	way	home	and	splurge	on	some	food	indulgence?	How	often	do	you	
make	a	rash	decision	based	more	on	your	feelings	rather	than	what	you	know?		
		
For	most	of	us,	we	see	this	play	out	every	day.	Especially	those	of	us	with	kids!	Your	child	
knows	they	need	to	get	their	homework	done	or	spend	their	time	studying	for	an	exam	
that’s	tomorrow,	but	they	WANT	to	watch	TV	or	chat	with	their	friends	on	social	media.	
And	what	we	feel	often	trumps	what	we	know.	I’m	grateful	for	passages	like	this	one	in	
Daniel	6	where	we	see	a	powerful	example	of	what	we	know	connect	to	what	we	feel	
which	connects	to	what	we	can	do.	And	when	all	of	those	three	are	in	the	right	alignment,	
rather	than	warring	against	each	other,	I	believe	we	see	God	do	great	things	in	and	
through	us.		
		
If	you	want	to	change	your	behavior	then	it’s	important	to	remember	that	you	have	to	
change	what’s	in	your	heart,	which	is	connected	to	what’s	in	your	head.	I	would	rather	see	
true	heart	change	based	on	a	change	in	what	we	know,	understand	and	believe	than	to	
see	simply	behavior	modification	in	anyone.	They	are	all	connected	and	for	a	reason.	I	
believe	this	is	how	God	created	us	and	wired	us.	Study	in	this	passage	the	things	that	
Daniel	knows	on	a	head	level.	Then	list	the	possible	emotions	and	feelings	he	might	have	
had	and	been	going	through.	Finally	connect	them	to	what	you	see	Daniel	do	and	the	
action	he	takes.		

WEEK Five
Delivered

Read Daniel six



 
Week Five Reflection section

1.	What’s	the	most	significant	thing	you	learned	or	re-learned	from	this	chapter?	

2.	What’s	something	God	was	impressing	on	your	heart	that	you	need	to	pay	special	
attention	to	and	be	aware	of	or	even	to	be	obedient	to?	

3.	What	do	you	notice	about	Daniel	in	verses	10-11?	Connect	what	you	see	of	Daniel	on	
a	head	level	(what	does	he	know),	to	a	heart	level	(what	might	he	feel	about	what	he	
knows),	to	finally	a	hands	level	(what	does	he	do	with	what	he	knows	and	feels).	

4.	What	head,	heart	and	hands	level	convictions	do	you	need	to	make	today	because	
of	what	you	read	and	because	of	Daniel’s	example?	

5.	What	do	you	see	in	Daniel’s	resolve	to	continue	in	his	spiritual	discipline	that	
encourages	or	motivates	you?	Why?	

6.	Look	at	verses	26-27	and	make	your	own	decree	to	the	Lord.	

Sermon Notes



 

BiG Idea - God’s kingdom is eternal and ours isn’t

Devotional Thoughts From Pastor Eric

Through	this	series	we’ve	studied	how	the	convictions	you	have	matter.	The	convictions	you	have,	
influence	the	decisions	you	make	and	those	decisions	matter	as	well.	The	decisions	you	make	not	only	
affect	the	course	of	your	life,	but	also	the	lives	of	those	around	you.	The	decisions	you	make,	influence	
the	way	you	feel.	And	the	way	you	feel	ultimately	connects	to	the	convictions	you	have.	And	I	believe	
that	if	we	look	closely,	we	can	see	all	of	that	play	out	here	in	Daniel	2.		

The	primary	characters	in	this	passage	are	King	Nebuchadnezzar	&	Daniel.	Both	of	these	men	have	similar	
experiences	and	yet	very	different	end	results!	Let’s	start	with	Nebuchadnezzar:		It’s	his	second	year	
being	on	the	throne.	He’s	already	had	a	big	victory	in	which	Babylon	overtook	Jerusalem	and	his	kingdom	
is	thriving.	He’s	riding	high	on	himself	and	his	rule	and	reign.	But	then	he	has	this	dream,	which	at	first	all	
we	learn	about	the	dream	is	that	it’s	so	troublesome	he	can’t	sleep	anymore.	This	dream	is	probably	
better	qualified	as	a	nightmare	and	it	seems	to	cause	great	fear,	worry	and	anxiety	for	him.	So,	he	quickly	
gathers	his	trusted	advisors.	If	you’re	like	me,	you	can	probably	relate	to	this	concept;	when	something	is	
really	troubling	you,	you	have	people	in	your	life	that	you	go	to	for	the	purpose	of	processing.	And	just	
like	Nebuchadnezzar,	in	moments	of	selfishness,	we	want	those	people	to	tell	us	all	the	answers	and	give	
us	the	quick	fix	or	solution	to	our	problems.	I	wonder	if	you	can	relate	to	the	response	that	the	king	gives	
when	he	doesn’t	get	what	he	wants	…	disappointment,	anger,	fury,	bitterness,	resentment	and	on	top	
of	all	of	that,	he	makes	another	bad	decision!	He	makes	a	power	play	desperate	to	hold	onto	control	of	
his	authority,	rule	and	reign;	and	it’s	this	bad	decision	that	then	affects	Daniel.		

Daniel	learns	he	and	his	friends	have	to	die	because	the	king	had	a	bad	dream	that	no	one	can	tell	him	
anything	about	it.	So,	Daniel	gets	some	pretty	bad	news	as	well	…	only	his	doesn’t	come	in	the	form	of	a	
dream,	it’s	being	delivered	to	him	by	the	one	who’s	supposed	to	execute	the	plan!	And	if	this	caused	fear,	
worry	and	anxiety	for	him,	it’s	not	evident	in	the	passage.	What	is	mentioned	is	Daniel’s	discretion,	
wisdom,	prudence	and	tact.	He	asks	clarifying	questions	to	gather	all	the	information	needed	and	
BEFORE	he	goes	to	his	friends,	he	goes	directly	to	the	source.	He	puts	his	faith	in	God	(not	in	himself	or	in	
others)	and	he	sets	up	an	appointment	with	the	king	to	reveal	the	dream	and	its	interpretation	even	
before	God	has	told	Daniel	what	it	is.	And	then	when	Daniel	does	go	to	his	friends,	it’s	not	for	them	to	tell	
him	the	details	of	the	dream,	but	rather	to	join	him	in	prayer	that	God	might	show	him.		

Daniel	and	Nebuchadnezzar	both	receive	bad	news	about	their	future,	but	how	they	handle	receiving	
that	news	and	the	decisions	they	make	as	a	result,	illustrates	the	difference	between	living	for	and	
investing	in	God’s	kingdom	rather	than	our	own.	Daniel’s	conviction	is	that	he	is	ALL	IN	for	God’s	
kingdom.	Not	his	own,	or	his	friends	or	family.	Daniel	doesn’t	live	the	kind	of	life	where	he’s	half	devoted	
to	the	Lord	and	half	devoted	to	himself	or	anyone	else.	It’s	clear	that	his	conviction	is	to	devote	himself	
fully	to	God’s	kingdom.	Which	we	see	that	point	take	center	stage	in	Nebuchadnezzar’s	dream	and	in	
Daniel’s	interpretation;	God’s	Kingdom	is	eternal	and	ours	isn’t.		

Whose	kingdom	are	you	living	for?	Whose	kingdom	are	you	most	invested	in?	And	may	I	remind	you	that	
you	cannot	serve	two	masters	(Matthew	6:24),	a	kingdom	divided	will	not	last.	The	only	and	best-case	
scenario	is	to	be	ALL	IN	for	God’s	Kingdom.	Don’t	forget	how	the	rest	of	this	passage	and	the	book	of	
Daniel	plays	out	as	well	…	the	king	is	humbled;	his	kingdom	quickly	comes	to	an	end	and	Daniel	is	
promoted	again	and	again	and	is	ultimately	used	to	see	God’s	kingdom	advance!

WEEK Six
Convictions and courage

Read Daniel Two



 
Week Six Reflection section

1.	When	Daniel	received	an	answer	to	his	prayer,	he	paused	to	give	God	thanks.	What	
do	you	need	to	pause	and	thank	God	for	today?	

2.	Whose	kingdom	are	you	living	for	and	investing	in?	Your	own	or	God’s?		

3.	In	what	ways	do	you	see	yourself	still	living	and	investing	in	your	own	kingdom	
rather	than	God’s?	What	do	you	need	to	do	to	adjust	and	correct	that	in	order	to	be	
ALL	IN	for	God’s	kingdom?	

4.	What	convictions	do	you	need	to	still	form	in	your	life?	How	will	you	go	about	doing	
that	and	what	action	steps	will	you	make	in	doing	so?	

5.	What’s	the	most	meaningful	take	away	you’ve	had	from	this	series?	How	do	you	
intend	to	continue	living	that	out?

Sermon Notes



Additional resources

Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Daniel:	
https://www.gotquestions.org/questions-about-Daniel.html	

The	Bible	Project	–	Daniel	
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/daniel/	

Precept	Austin	Commentary	–	Daniel	
https://www.preceptaustin.org/bybook/27	

Frequently	Asked	Question	About	a	Daniel	Fast:	
https://www.daniel-fast.com/faq/	

Book	of	Daniel	Overview:	
https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Daniel.html	

What	is	a	Daniel	Fast?	
https://www.gotquestions.org/Daniel-fast.html	

How	to	fast	–	what	does	the	Bible	say?	
https://www.gotquestions.org/how-to-fast.html	

What	is	the	meaning	of	Nebuchadnezzar’s	dream	in	Daniel	2?	
https://www.gotquestions.org/Nebuchadnezzars-dream.html	

Where	was	Daniel	when	his	friends	were	in	the	fiery	furnace?		
https://www.gotquestions.org/where-was-Daniel-furnace.html	

Who	is	Belshazzar?	
https://www.gotquestions.org/Belshazzar.html	

What	is	the	meaning	of	the	handwriting	on	the	wall?	
https://www.gotquestions.org/mene-mene-tekel-upharsin.html	
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