
 

 

February19, 2023 —Transfiguration Sunday 
9:30 a.m. 

congregational responses are in bold. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GATHERING HYMN NO. 815   “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

Refrain 
In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 

 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 
we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration. 
 

WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 

creation. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
L To you, O God, 
C all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. 

Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us 
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 

L By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and 
resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and 
might strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. 

C Amen. 



 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 821          “Shout to the Lord” 
My Jesus, my Savior 

Lord, there is none like you. 
All of my days I want to praise 

the wonders of your mighty love. 
My comfort, my shelter, 

tower of refuge and strength; 
let ev'ry breath, all that I am 
never cease to worship you. 

 
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 

power and majesty, praise to the King. 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 

at the sound of your name. 
I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 
Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                         Exodus 24:12-18 
12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you 
the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 
instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain 
of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and 
Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of 
the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered 
the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty 
nights. 
L The Word of the Lord   C Thanks be to God. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                         Psalm 99 
L 1The Lord is king; let the people tremble. 
    The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake. 
C 2The Lord, great in Zion, is high above all peoples. 
L 3Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome; 
    God is the Holy One. 
C  4O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity; 
    you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.  
L  5Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down be- fore God’s footstool; 
    God is the Holy One. 



 

 

C  6Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call  
upon your   name, O Lord, they called upon you, and you answered them, 

L  7you spoke to them out of the pil- lar of cloud; 
    they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them. 
C  8O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; 
    you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
L  9Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy hill;  

for the Lord our God is the Holy One.  
L The Word of the Lord   C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION NO. 677  “This Little Light of Mine” 

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
Text: African American spiritual 

 
GOSPEL READING                              Matthew 17:1-9 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by 
themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make 
three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard this, 
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
“Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself 
alone. 
 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision 
until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ  C Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                   Pastor Nathan Allen 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY NO.  561   “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” 

1 Joyous light of heav'nly glory, 
loving glow of God's own face, 
you who sing creation's story, 
shine on ev'ry land and race. 

Now as evening falls around us, 
we shall raise our songs to you. 

God of daybreak, God of shadows, 
come and light our hearts anew. 

 
2 In the stars that grace the darkness, 

in the blazing sun of dawn, 
in the light of peace and wisdom, 

we can hear your quiet song. 
Love that fills the night with wonder, 

love that warms the weary soul, 
love that bursts all chains asunder, 

set us free and make us whole. 
 

3 You who made the heaven's splendor, 
ev'ry dancing star of night, 

make us shine with gentle justice, 
let us each reflect your light. 
Mighty God of all creation, 

gentle Christ who lights our way, 
loving Spirit of salvation, 
lead us on to endless day. 

Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent., para. Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 



 

 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
L Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
L Embolden your church as it witnesses to the majesty and mercy of your Son. Equip lay 

preachers, deacons, and pastors. Move us to share our stories of your faithfulness and 
forgiveness; may our lives proclaim your greatness. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
L Dwell with your whole creation, from the tallest mountain peak to the deepest valley. 

Bless the work of conservation organizations and protect vital habitats (locally 
threatened waters or lands may be named). Support the work of disaster relief agencies 
around the world. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
L Guide and give wisdom to all in authority: our mayor Fred Jung and local leaders, our 

governor and state legislators, our president and national legislators. Bring freedom and 
justice to all nations. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
L Give shelter to those lacking safe homes. Spur communities to work for fair housing for 

all. Protect our neighbors whose dwellings do not keep out dangerous cold or heat; 
accompany with your touch those who are homebound, sick, or isolated (especially). 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
L Make us eager to receive your Word in scripture. Help us recognize Jesus ’voice in the 

needs of our neighbors; make us confident to follow the way of the cross. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P Receive our thanksgiving for the holy ones who have guided us in faithfulness and 

gathered even the unlikely as your people. With our forebears in faith and all who have 
hoped in you, teach us to wait with courage until the promised day dawns. Merciful 
God, 

C receive our prayer. 
P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. 
C Amen. 
 
 



 

 

PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING                                        “How Great Thou Art 2.0” 

Pastor Nate and Nicholas Preston 
 

Oh Lord, my God 
When I, in awesome wonder 

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed 
 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

 
Through forests and glades I wander birds singing sweetly in the trees and over yonder 

mountain grandeur flowing brooks and gentle breeze. Creation leaves me at ease no longer 
bound I am free because the Spirit is in me. The energy we can’t see flowing creatively with love 

and grace, this is the place we meant to be. A moment in eternity to ponder the wonder 
fervently. A moment broke asunder so we could live purposefully. 

 
Then singeth my whole soul with glee to thee my Savior my God three in one and one in three 
and majesty, praising on my feet dancing or on my knees with my whole being set free, since I 

was young I started feeling like a lark, seeing life like art, colors fuzzy and stark, light and dark, 
all together saying how great thou art and I’m singing with my whole heart, how great thou art 

 
 

Then I stop and think did God not blink to send the Son to drink that cup, blood flowing like 
spilt ink, lifted up on the cross to save me when I’m lost forgiveness at such great cost, their 
overwhelming thoughts, because I know I don’t deserve it, and I could never earn it, Mercy 

assured so we’re servants in love with repentance in earnest! sacrifice it ain’t pretty or nice, but 
it gave me life, so I will never spurn the gift of Jesus Christ! 

 
Then singeth my whole soul, like an old soul, to the savior foretold, so bold in the Spirit we 

grow old when we hear it.  But still like new wine bursting evil designs, until comes the time 
when refuge I find, in your love forever mine, when I’m an elder among the saints, I won’t 

weary or grow faint, I’ll be singing with no restraint, how great thou art, still singing with my 
whole heart, how great thou art! 

 
 



 

 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 

Then I shall bow, in humble adoration 
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

 
 
(As the offering is brought forward) 
OFFERTORY NO. 184             “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”  

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer. 
Grace our table with your presence, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and fruitful 

labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil we offer here. Bless and multiply these gifts 
to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

C Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our 
darkness should give way to your own brilliant light. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 



 

 

Holy, holy, holy God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
L Let us pray with confidence in the words our Living Lord Jesus gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 

 
COMMUNION HYMN                   “Open the Eyes of my Heart” 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You 
I want to see You 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You 
I want to see You 

 
To see You high and lifted up 

Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 

As we sing holy, holy, holy 
 



 

 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You 
I want to see You 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You 
I want to see You 

 
To see You high and lifted up 

Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 

As we sing holy, holy, holy 
To see You high and lifted up 

Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 

As we sing holy, holy, holy 
To see You high and lifted up 

Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 

 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 

Holy, holy, holy 
We cry holy, holy, holy 
You are holy, holy, holy 

I want to see you 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy 

You are holy, holy, holy 
I want to see you 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy 
I want to see you 

 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
P We give you thanks, almighty God,  
C that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 

mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FLOWERS ARE TO THE GLORY OF GOD BY 

Family & Friends of Cynthia Heideman 
In celebration of her beautiful life. 

  
BLESSING 
P The holy Three, 

the holy One 
increase your hope, 
strengthen your faith, 
deepen your love, 
and ☩ grant you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
SENDING MUSIC NO. 866    “We are Marching in the Light”  

We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 

 
We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

we are marching in the light of God. 
 

Additional stanzas ad lib: 
We are dancing . . . 
We are praying . . . 
We are singing . . . 

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 

 
SENDING 
L Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 


